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MAY GOD BE GLORIFIED

My desire is that God is glorified through this book. I pray that
people will come to know the real Jesus, the Son of God, and not be
lead astray by the false Jesus of Jesus Ahways.

I am grateful to our Lord Jesus Christ. Without His saving work
on the cross all of humanity would be doomed and there would be
no purpose nor point to anything. And thank you to the Holy Spirit
for the gifts of the spirit. Without the peace and joy from the Holy
Spirit, getting through the many and significant distractions and
roadblocks to writing this book would have been impossible. And
thank you to the Father for making this all possible. May God be
glorified through this book and through those who using this book
for witnessing and teaching.

...we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with
the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that
you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects,
bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of Gody
strengthened with all power, according to His glorions might, for the attaining
of all steadfastness and patience; joyously giving thanks to the Father, who has
qualified us to share in the inberitance of the saints in Light. — Paul’s
prayer for the Colossians, Colossians 1:9-12

ALL PRAISE TO GOD!
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INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are
from God, becanse many false prophets have gone out into the world.
-1 John 4:1

Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly
are ravenous wolves. — Matthew 7:15

Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they
received the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see
whether these things were so. — Acts 17:11

In 2015 I wrote a book called “RUN, If’s Jesus Calling” warning
Christians about the unbiblical nature of Sarah Young’s Jesus Calling
devotional book. In October 2016 a new devotional book by Sarah
Young, Jesus Always, Embracing JOY in His Presence,” was released. It
retains the New Age mystical messages of the original book, but does
more to hide them within Christian words and beliefs. The
abundance of Christian-speak serves as camouflage and the
unsuspecting are unknowingly introduced to unbiblical practices and
false teaching disguised as Christian truth.

When an enemy is seen for what he is, we are alerted and can be prepared to
defend ourselves. But when an enemy poses as a friend, our defenses are down.
— John MacArthur, New Testament Commentary Matthew 1-7,
1985, page 464



SHOULD YOU RUN FROM JESUS ALWAYS?

“New Age Mystical Messages? What Are They?

Also known as the New Spirituality, New Gospel or the New
Worldview, New Age is a buffet of beliefs drawn from a variety of
sources, with an emphasis on the practices of Eastern religions such
as Hinduism. Many of these beliefs and practices are becoming
embedded in the Christian church.

Some of the characteristics New Age include having direct
personal spiritual experiences (experience validates truth); believing
god 1s “within you and all life is connected spiritually; a focus on
feelings instead of Biblical knowledge; discernment is never
mentioned; and being involved with practices such as: contemplative
prayer, yoga, practicing the Presence, silence, mantras or short
repetitious prayers, meditation, and mindfulness.

In this book I'll cover some of the New Age aspects of Jesus
Albways, but my main focus will be on Biblical truth. I’ll reveal the
“poison” in Jesus Always by showing that it is not a Biblical
devotional.

The teachings of the New Age/New Gospel spititual system is a
huge subject on its own. If you’d like to learn more, I recommend
Ray Yungen’s book, “A Time Of Departing.”

Am I Speaking Truth? What Are My Motives?

I recognize my saying a book is unbiblical does not mean it is
actually unbiblical. Maybe I have selfish motives for writing this
book. I might be doing this so I'll become well-known and maybe
even famous. Or possibly I'm thinking this book will bring in huge
royalty payments and I'll get rich quick.

None of those are true. My motive is a passion for Biblical truth
and God’s glory. My desire is that no one be led away from the true
Jesus Christ, nor the truth of scripture, by a New Age book such as
Jesus Always. But how can you know this is true?

Because it is the same motive I had for writing RUN! It’s Jesus
Calling. For example:

e To date I have given away at least four times as many copies
of RUN! 15 Jesus Calling than have been sold. For
example, anyone coming to our church (being in a tourist
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town we have lots of visitors) may pick up a free copy
from our literature table. To the extent I can afford it, I
plan to do the same with this book.

e All of the royalties from my books go directly to a non-
profit ministry.

e | typically do not do speaking engagements. I am currently
serving as a missionary planting a church in Cannon
Beach, Oregon. That is my primary calling.

So, what other possible motives could I have? Love. I don’t know
you, but I love you and care about you. And I love Jesus and the
truth. And that means doing what Jesus did — speaking the truth.

What Was Jesus’ #1 Priority?
Jesus’ #1 priority is that you be saved

The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is
patient toward yon, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to
repentance. — 2 Peter 3:9

Jesus is love. Jesus loves everyone, including the Pharisees and
scribes whom He condemned as vipers and white-washed tombs
(Matthew 23:27). So what did He do? He spoke the truth to them.
His greatest concern is for as many as possible to be saved from the
wrath of God (hell), including Pharisees. They only way for that to
happen is to speak the truth. Lies cannot save you.

For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give
His life a ransom for many. — Mark 10:45

It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners... - 1 Timothy 1:15

I will demonstrate that the “Jesus” of Jesus Ahways is not the real
Jesus. For example, he changes the meaning of scripture, he is not
discerning (not able to separate the true from the false), and he
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presents unbiblical New Age teaching. To follow the teaching of Jesus
Abways is to follow a lie... a false Jesus. It is taking the broad road to
destruction (see Matthew 7:13-14). My purpose is to do as Jesus did,
speak the truth in love. I am sounding a warning (Ezekiel 33:1-6)
about an unbiblical book that claims to be a Christian devotional.

Jesus Always — A Wolf In Sheep's Clothing

Jesus Always is a devotional that poses as a Christian book... a
“shepherd” guiding Christians in the practices that promise to help
them feel “closer” to Jesus. But, like Sarah Young’s first book, Jesus
Calling, it is a white-washed tomb — it sounds good on the surface,
but inside it is filled with death.

Jesus Calling, had many obvious problems, such as Jesus saying
things that directly contradict scripture, misunderstanding scripture,
and promoting a New Age agenda. In Jesus Always it is obvious that
effort has gone into making those types of errors harder to detect.
For example, Jesus Always uses an abundance of Christian phrases and
terms. It talks about sin, the cross, repentance, and Biblical practices
such as reading scripture. The Jesus of Jesus Always even refers to
himself as “your Savior” and he “quotes” scripture frequently.

But the truth about Jesus Alvays comes out when you examine
what this “Jesus” actually says. In many cases he doesn’t even
understand what scripture is saying. He is nothing more than a poor
caricature of the real Jesus. The Jesus Abhvays devotion has the
appearance of an angel of light, but it carries readers away from the
true Jesus and toward unbiblical beliefs and practices.

The false shepherd (the deceiver) gives the appearance of orthodoxy, frequently
with great declarations and fanfare. He is not a liberal or a cultist but one
who speaks favorably of Christ, the cross, the Bible, the Holy Spirit, and so
on, and who associates with true believers. — John MacArthur, New
Testament Commentary Matthew 1-7, 1985, page 464

For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as
apostles of Christ. No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of
light. — 2 Corinthians 11:13-14

How then can we describe these people? What is wrong with their teaching?
.0t is a teaching, the falseness of which is to be detected by what it does not

4
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say rather than by what it does say. And it is at this point that we realize the
subtlety of the situation. — D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Studies in the
Sermon on the Mount, 1976, page 500

Anyone can create a fictional character and name that character
“Jesus.” They can even claim that fictional character is the Jesus of
the bible. But it is still just fiction. If you put your trust in a fictional
character, what do you haver Nothing. If you put your trust in a
fictional character to give you the truth, what do you haver Nothing.

That’s what you get in the Jesus Always devotional. A fictional
Jesus who gives you a false sense of peace and joy.

But, it feels good, you say? How can it be false? New Age
practices do have real effects. They can produce real feelings of joy
and peace. BUT... because they do not come from the true Jesus,
they are not the truth and they don’t last. And that is a big problem.

An amazing thing is happening across the land. Jesus Christ is being
“reinvented” and redefined right in front of onr eyes and hardly anyone seems
to notice or care. And it is happening with great speed. The
“transformational” architects and promoters of a New Age/ New Gospel
are unabashedly trying to overturn God’s holy Word and replace the true
Christ—Jesus Christ—with a false Christ of Antichrist proportions. —
Warren Smith, False Christ Coming, 2011, page 15

Why Do We Have Joy?
What is the Source of Biblical Joy?

As the book’s subtitle states, Jesus Always is about “Embracing Joy
in His Presence.” So some key questions are: Why do we have joy?
Where does our joy come from?

It comes from the cross of Christ. We have joy because of the
cross. Because of the cross we have salvation and a promise of
eternal life. Because of the cross we have the indwelling of the Holy
Spirit who gives us joy as one of the fruits of having the Spirit.

Joy is that Spirit-produced virtue which enables the believer to rejoice in all

the circumstances of life. Even in trials, the believer may retain the joy of the

Lord which prevents his giving way to total despair. — The Freedom of

God’s Sons, Studies in Galatians, Homer A. Kent, Jr., 1976, page

161
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True joy is a gift from God to those who believe the gospel, being produced in
them by the Holy Spirit as they receive and obey the Word, mixed with
trials, and set their hope on future glory. — John MacArthur, The
Epistle of Joy, sermon available online at:
http://tinyutl.com/zm2ukn8

True joy results from salvation, the indwelling of the Holy Spirit,
obeying God’s word, and experiencing trials. If you are not saved...
if you are not a true Christian following the real Jesus, you do not
have true joy.

That’s my motive. I want you to know the real Jesus. The Jesus
of scripture who came to earth to seek and save the lost... to seek
and save you. That’s what this book is about... having the
completeness of joy that comes from the real Jesus knowing you.

What If You Have Never Heard of Jesus Always?

First, stay away from it. Don’t read it. Don’t buy a copy. If
someone gives you a copy, throw it away.

Second, I think you’ll still find this book useful. It not only reveals
the unbiblical nature of Jesus Always, it reveals the real Jesus and what
it means to truly be in His presence. It also shows how to have real
joy... a joy that your circumstances cannot take away. And it will
teach you how to spot false teaching. I don’t just say that Jesus
Albways is unbiblical, I'll show you why it is unbiblical, and I'll teach
you principles you can apply to uncover similar false teachers and
unbiblical teaching.

The only way to understand rightly this picture of false prophets... He [the
talse teacher| has nothing which is offensive to the natural man; he pleases
all. e is in “sheep’s clothing,” so attractive, so pleasant, so nice ton look at.
He has such a nice and comfortable and comforting message. — D. Martyn
Lloyd Jones, Studies in the Sermon on the Mount, 1976, pages
500-501

A Final Note

To keep this book to a reasonable length I've not included
everything I could have included. Youlll find more information,
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including videos and articles about New Age practices and
spirituality, on our web site at: www.NotJesusAlways.com.

In addition, I have written a book that makes a good companion
for this book. It lays out the Biblical path to true joy as described by
Jesus in the Beatitudes. That book is called “Happy Are The...” It is
available on the web site (www.NotJesusAlways.com) and on
Amazon.
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TEST YOURSELF

CHAPTER 1
TEST YOURSELF & TEST JESUS ALWAYS

This book is about doing what God commands concerning testing
teaching and testing yourself. This is the foundation of discernment,
obedience, and love. You cannot obey God, unless you are following
true teaching. And you cannot truly love, unless you are obeying
God.

Why do we need to test ourselves? I'm guessing most of you are
Christians. Why? Because you are following the Biblical command to
test the spirits... you are reading this book to learn how to test Jesus
Abways. Most of the people who have written to me about my book
“RUN! It’s Jesus Calling” have started out by saying, “A friend gave me a
copy of Jesus Calling and as 1 read it 1 could tell something was wrong, but 1
wasn’t sure what it was.” They were believers and immediately knew that
Sarah Young’s first devotional, Jesus Calling, was not a Biblical
devotional.

However, the church includes many people who believe they are
Christians, but are not. I’'m not saying this to be mean or to hurt your
feelings. It is a fact in scripture that is plainly taught by Jesus. It is a
fact all Christians know and accept. Jesus used an example of wheat
and tares:

Jesus presented another parable to them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may
be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field. But while his men
were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed tares [weeds that look exactly
like wheat| among the wheat, and went away. But when the wheat sprouted
and bore grain, then the tares became evident also. — Matthew 13:24-26
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Tares look exactly like wheat. When wheat and tares are growing
in the same field, you can’t tell one from the other. Only at harvest
time does the difference become apparent.

Jesus is saying there are false Christians (tares) among the true
Christians in the church (the wheat), and you can’t always tell them
apart. In fact, even the false Christians do not know they are false
Christians:

Many will say to Me on that day, Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Y our
name, and in Y our name cast out demons, and in Y our name perform many
'miracles?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘1 never knew you, depart from
Me, you who practice lawlessness.” — Matthew 7:22-23

Notice in the above scripture that false Christians can have a solid
assurance of their “faith.” And they can be doing many things that
validate them as Christians. They’re helping other people, serving in
the church, and doing all sorts of good works. But the reality is that...
Jesus does not know them.

And notice there are not just a few of these people. Jesus begins
Matthew 22:7 with the word “many.” There will be many people
who believe they are truly Christians when in fact they are not. This is
a disturbing statement. But these are the words of Jesus, so they are
true.

What about you? How can you know you truly are a believer? Is it
because you feel you are a Christian? Is it because you were born into
a Christian family? Is it because you’ve always been a Christian?
None of these are indicators that someone is a Christian. Being a
Christian isn’t a feeling, nor is it something that can be passed on to
us by our parents.

So what are we to do? We are commanded to test ourselves to see
if we are in the faith. This is not a suggestion nor a recommendation.
It is a command, test yourself]

Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not

recognize this about yourselves; that Jesus Christ is in_you—unless indeed you
fail the test? — 2 Corinthians 13:5

We are fallen creatures and we are easily deceived. Because your
salvation is so important, and God does not want any of you to be

10
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lost, scripture commands you to test yourself. As you read this book
you will learn a number of ways to test yourself, including the Mother
Teresa test in the appendix.

What Else Does Scripture Tell You to Test?

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are
from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. — 1
John 4:1

You are to test books such as Jesus Abhways. Is the teaching in Jesus
Always in accordance with scripture? John is warning you that MANY
false prophets are out there attempting to mislead you. There’s that
word “many” again. This is not a small problem.

So test before you trust. If what Jesus Always teaches is not in
agreement with scripture, Sarah Young is a false teacher and you
should avoid her books.

What about this book? Test it! Is what I say biblical? Am I
accurately representing what scripture says? Test this book against
scripture.

Scripture commands us to test ourselves and test what others are
teaching. This is not optional. It is a command in scripture... a
command from God. To disobey this command is to practice
lawlessness, a sign you are not saved (Matthew 7:22-23).

All through the New Testament we see Christians testing, praying, and
approving. All manner of matters of life and faith are tested. Any teaching to
which we are introduced is to be tested. Any decision we face is to be tested.
There should be no belief, no teaching, no action in the life of the Christian or
i the church that has not been thoroughly tested or scrutinized. — Tim
Challies, The Discipline of Spiritual Discernment, 2007, pages 84
& 85

11
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| READ JESUS ALWAYS AND...?

CHAPTER 2
I READ JESUS ALWAYS AND...

As 1 read Jesus Always it was obvious considerable effort had
gone into addressing the problems books such as Warren Smith’s
“Another Jesus Calling” and my “RUN! 15 Jesus Calling” had revealed.
For example, Jesus Ahways includes a huge amount of “scripture.” Not
only does every devotion have three or four scripture references, but
Jesus quotes “scripture” in nearly every devotion. These quotes are
put in italics so we can easily see where Jesus is quoting from
scripture.

“Jesus” also encourages his readers to be in scripture and to be
living in obedience to his will. He talks about sin and the cross. He
states that he is the savior, and in a few devotions he declares he is
the only savior and even proclaims the gospel.

So why am I wasting time writing this book? Is it because I hate
Sarah Young and want to attack her no matter what she writes? No.
I'm writing this book because I love the true Jesus as well as Sarah
Young. And while she has included the “gospel” in Jesus Always, it
also includes deadly poison

The Big Bowl of Skittles
My favorite radio program is an internet show called Wretched.

A few weeks ago the host, Todd Friel, gave an example that perfectly
illustrates the problem with Jesus Abhways.

13
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Imagine you have a big bowl Skittles candies. You love Skittles,
but, someone has put a poison pill in that bowl. To eat that poison
brings certain death.

The poison pill looks similar to a Skittle. You can tell them apart,
if you look closely. You want to enjoy the wonderful flavors of those
Skittles, so what are you going to do? Will you:

A) Grab handfuls of Skittles from the bowl and gulp them
down, enjoying the pleasure of eating Skittles.

B) Or will you slowly inspect each Skittle before you eat it,
hoping to spot the poison?

C) Or will you dump the bowl down the toilet, go to the store,
buy more Skittles, and then enjoy these pure Skittles with no
fear of poison?

Most people who read Jesus Ahways have already chosen option
“A,” simply because they don’t know about the poison. You know
better. You have knowledge they don’t have. So if you pick anything
other than option “C,” you are not making a wise choice.

Now imagine it’s worse than you thought. Many of the Skittles
have been injected with poison. The bowl has more poison than it
has pure Skittles. Some of the poison is easy to spot, but some of the
poison Skittles look very much like pure, clean Skittles. Are you going
to take a chance and eat from the bowl? No way!

This second analogy is the more accurate description of Sarah
Young’s Jesus Ahways. 1t includes some scriptural truth, but there is a
lot of poison. Some of it is easy to spot, but a lot of the poison is
difficult to spot. Are you willing to feed your soul from this book?

Discernment is not simply a matter of telling the difference between what is
right and wrong; rather it is the difference between right and almost right. —
Chatles Spurgeon

No sane person will eat food, feeding their physical body, when
there is even a small risk of poisonous contamination. I hope you are
not willing to eat spiritual food, when there is a risk of poisoning
your soul.

14
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So What Is The Problem With Jesus Always?

That’s what this book is about, and I’ll provide scriptural proof of
what I say. To give you a quick preview, here are two major issues:

1. Jesus Abways presents a false Jesus who cannot save you, nor
can he sanctify you. The “Jesus” of Jesus Ahways does not
even correctly understand scripture! He’s just another false
Christ. The real Jesus, in Matthew 7, warns about false
teachers and prophets, as does John in 2 John:

Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but
inmwardly are ravenous wolves. Matthew 7:15

For many deceivers have gone ont into the world. — 2 John 7

As you read this book you will learn, from scripture, why
the Jesus of Jesus Ahways is a false Jesus who is leading his
readers away from the truth.

2. Jesus Always is a gateway that introduces its readers to a false
New Age type of religion. The Jesus of Jesus Abways
straight out says that he is training you. What is he training
you to do? To believe in and use New Age spiritual
practices such as Presence, silence, contemplative
(repetitious) prayer, and believing that god is in everything.
I'll explain these as we go along.

The most common New Age practice in Jesus Ahways is
that of the “Presence” of Jesus, and it is definitely not
biblical. Since it is a major theme in Jesus Ahways, 1 plan to
spend quite a bit of time on this. To get us started, here is
a quick comparison:

New Age: everyone has god within them and as a part of
them. By practicing such disciplines as silence, repetitive
prayers, mindfulness, and living in the present (the now),
you can become aware of god’s Presence within you and
be guided (taught) by him.

15
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The Bible: God is separate from us, but active in our
lives. While the Holy Spirit dwells within believers, He is
not a part of us. We don’t come into God’s presence, we
know is active (He is present) by seeing the results of God
working in and through our lives.

But, Jesus Always Is Filled With Scripture

Quoting scripture does not make a book, nor a person Biblical.
False teachers love to quote scripture (frequently out of context).
Yes—even Satan quotes scripture! (Matthew 4:6) Quoting scripture
helps to hide their false teaching.

If you look at the devotions in Jesus Ahways notice the words in
italics. Those are quotes from scripture. Typically (but not always) the
quote from is one of the verses identified at the bottom of the page.

However, when “Jesus” quotes scripture, he does not always
quote it. Instead he paraphrases it, and sometimes his “quote” is a
paraphrase of a paraphrase. That can change the meaning of the
scripture and it makes it harder to identify the source of the quote so
you can read it in context. But what is really strange is that sometimes
“Jesus” quotes just single words, such as the words “al,” “either,”
(September 25" and “when” (June 17™). That is simply absurd.

I recommend you read a page in Jesus Always you most likely
skipped. It’s the page that lists the Bible translations used for the
quotes from scripture. Be wary any time you see large numbers of
translations referenced, such as you’ll see here. That usually means
the author is picking and choosing a translation that makes scripture
say what the author wants it to say. Jesus Ahways quotes from fourteen
different translations. That’s a bad sign.

In addition, look at the quality of the translations. Jesus Alvays uses
some excellent translations such as the KJV, NKJV and the NASB.
But, it also uses some problem translations such as The Message and
the Good News Bible.

Are there red warning lights and sirens starting to go off in your
head? I hope so. The Jesus Abhvays devotional has problems. But we
haven’t even started yet.
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CHAPTER 3
WHY RUN FROM JESUS ALW.AYS?

P> LIESLIE G
_IES LIES LIES L'
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I’'m not a fan of rap music. But every now and then I run across
a Christian rap song that catches my attention. In a song about false
teachers Shai Linne raps:

And you're thinking they're not the dangerons type
'Canuse some of their statements are right?

That only proves that Satan comes as an angel of light.
- from the song Fal§e Teacher$

Satan comes as an angel of light. He hides the darkness of his true
nature with the appearance of an angel of light.

False teachers hide their false teaching in truth. In some cases
what they teach may be 99.9% pure. But, that small 0.1% portion of
poison can kill you. A gallon of water with just 0.03% polonium 210
(much less than 0.1%) is poisonous enough to kill 10 million people.
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One teaspoon of botulinum toxin is more than enough to kill
everyone in the U.S.. And false teachers are even more dangerous.

The invasion of false prophets, false teachers, false apostles, false Christs has
been something which the people of God have endured throngh all the ages of
time. Satan attempts to oversow the truth with lies. He attempts to confuse
the world so that they cannot perceive the truth of God by drowning them in
a sea of deceit. - John MacArthur, The Danger of False Teaching
(sermon), http://tinyutl.com/j5£36wb

It has got to be obvious that I think Sarah Young's devotional
book “Jesus Always” is poisonous false teaching that must be avoided.
But, I going further than that, I'm telling you to proactively run from
it.

Why Run?

Why do I continually tell you to RUN from “Jesus Always?” Why
don't I just say, “Don't read it?”” There is an important difference.

Running is the Biblical response. It means to actively avoid the
“Jesus Ahways” devotional. Not reading something is passive, and as a
result there is a possibility others may be harmed.

For example, let’s say someone gives you a copy of “Jesus
Always” as a gift. You never open it. You just put it on your
bookshelf. Some friends come visiting, and one of them notices “Jesus
Abways.” They don't say anything, but they assume that since you are
a good Christian, and you have a copy of “Jesus Abhvays,” it must be a
good devotional. So they buy a copy for themselves and make it their
daily devotional. You are responsible for harming that person.

Running from “Jesus Always” means to be proactive. It means
taking action to ensure neither you, nor your family, nor anyone else
is harmed. That means do not ever have a copy in your home. Run
from it! If someone gives you a copy, throw it away.

Where Does Scripture Say To Run From False Teaching?

John wrote a letter to “the chosen lady and her children” urging
her to totally avoid false teachers:
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If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him
into_your house, and do not give him a greeting for the one who gives him a
greeting participates in his evil deeds. - 2 John 10 & 11

An article on the Got Questions web site explains what John is
saying:

“It is important to understand the context of Jobn's epistle. Jobn is writing
to “the elect lady and ber children” (verse 1). This lady was engaged in a
ministry of hospitality. In the name of Christian love (verse ), this kind-
hearted woman was receiving itinerant preachers into her home, providing
room and board for them, and sending them on their way with her blessing.
Jobn writes this quick note to her to warn her about the many false teachers
who wonld gladly take advantage of her generosity. Her love needed to be
tempered by truth. Boundaries had to be drawn. Hospitality should not be
extended to charlatans, hucksters, and the devil’s own emissaries.” -
http:/ /www.gotquestions.org/allow-false-teachers-home.html

Then the Apostle John takes it even further, not only should she
not allow them in her home, she should not even greet them -- for the
one who gives himt a greeting participates in his evil deeds.

What is the principle John is teaching? Don't do anything that
helps false teachers. This includes doing things that might cause
others to believe you support or endorse their teaching. If you greet a
false teacher, someone seeing you do this might think you are in
fellowship with the false teacher and supportive of what they teach.

Yes, false teaching is that serious of a problem. You cannot take
the chance that someone will mistakenly think you support the false
teaching.

Did the Apostle John Practice What He Preached?

Cerinthus, one of the early leaders of the Gnostic movement (a
false teaching very similar to New Age) lived at the same time as the
Apostle John. A story is told about a time when John and some of
his disciples were going to a bathhouse. As he was entering John
learned that Cerinthus was inside. John turned, and ran from the
building shouting, “Lef us flee, lest the building fall down; for Cerinthus, the
enemy of the truth, is inside!”
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John physically ran from the false teacher Cerinthus, not because
he feared Cerinthus, but to protect the truth. If John was seen in
fellowship with Cerinthus, that would have, for some people, put
John's stamp of approval on the heresy of Gnosticism.

That is why we need to run from books we know are presenting
false teaching such as Jesus Always. Biblical truth is precious and
brings life to the lost. We must be willing to sacrifice ourselves to
protect the truth. We must be proactive in running from false
teaching (including lectures, videos, books, magazines, music,
sermons, etc.) so that we never, even inadvertently, do anything that
might give the appearance we approve of the false teaching.

False Teachers — Isn't The Problem Obvious?

False teachers, and false teaching such as Jesus Always, can be
difficult to spot because they disguise themselves as teachers
of righteousness... as the source of new truth and insights...
as the source of spiritual light. That’s exactly what Jesus
Albways does:

For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves

as apostles of Christ. No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an
angel of light. - 2 Corinthians 11:13-14

False teachers are difficult to spot because their false teaching
is almost always mixed with truth. The prosperity preachers
on TV talk about the importance of scripture. They will call
on the name of Jesus. They will describe the multitude of
missionaries they support and the on-going good work they
do. They pray. They quote Jesus. They sound very spiritual
and religious... but it’s all just to get you to pull out your
credit card and send them money.

False teachers often appear to be nicer, more spiritual, and
more loving than true preachers of the gospel. They usually
have great smiles, a friendly attitude, wonderful personalities,
and they dress well. But, they are like the Pharisees, it is all
external. It is nothing more than the sugar coating on a
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poison pill. Writing to Timothy about false teachers, Paul
described them as,

“bolding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power;
Awoid such men as these.” — 2 Timothy 3:5

False teaching, such as the teaching in Jesus Ablways, is
particularly difficult to spot. It is hidden by Biblical sounding
language and references to scripture, and mixed with some
devotions that are have a little Biblical truth. This mixture of
truth and falsehood serves to hide the false teaching, and
deceive the reader into thinking they are getting good
teaching.

Warren Smith quotes a well-known Christian figure as saying,
“To survive in the post modern church you need to speak out of both
sides of your mouth.” (http:/ /tinyutl.com/hvupmdh) And that is
exactly what New Age practitioners and teachers do. They’ll
say one thing, and also say the opposite, proclaiming both as
truth.

That's why we must always run from books with false teaching,

least we lead someone else to fall into the trap, or even we ourselves
are deceived. Even with our guard up we can fall into the trap of
believing the false teaching. We must always be focused on the truth
and glorifying God, and reject all that is false.

For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs

and wonders, so as to wislead, if possible, even the elect. — Matthew
24:24

Not only are we to run from false teaching ourselves we are to
help others escape false teaching. Jude writes:

And have mercy on some, who are doubting; save others, snatching them
out of the fire; and on some have mercy with fear, hating even the garment
polluted by the flesh. - Jude 22 & 23

21



SHOULD YOU RUN FROM JESUS ALWAYS?

Commenting on these verses in Jude, John MacArthur points
out that they tell us to come to the aid of a Christian trapped in false
teaching. He says that false teaching is:

...like a prairie fire with its malignancy. That's why in Jude 23 it says
when you get near anybody in a false system, snatch them like a brand
Srom the burning and watch out that you don't get your garment spotted
by that stuff. 1t's a malignancy, it eats up the neighboring tissue and
Spreads its corrupting doctrine to infect other people rapidly. 1t runs
rampant. - John MacArthur sermon The Danger Of False
Teaching, http://tinyurl.com/j5f36wb

What Harm Is There?

The danger of false teaching is that it makes empty promises and
gives false hope, using spiritual sounding words and phrases. In
Matthew 7:13 & 14 Jesus describes the wide and the narrow gates.
The wide gate is the easy way, and it leads to destruction. The narrow
gate is the way to eternal life. Then the next verse (v15) warns about
false prophets... they are leading people through the wide gate:

Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but
inwardly are ravenous wolves.

What did shepherds wear? They wore wool clothing. The person
wearing “sheep’s” clothing, in other words wearing what sheep wear,
was a shepherd. So Jesus is warning about false shepherds in verse
7:15.

Both gates promise eternal life in heaven. Both gates even offer
the cross and the gospel. But, the promise of the wide gate is the
promise of a false shepherd. It is a lie. The reality is the wide gate is
the road to destruction.

False teachers, such as Jesus Abhways, train, guide, and lead people
through the wide gate. They seem to be nice, loving, and very
spiritual people, and their messages are not offensive... they are
messages filled with “peace” and “love,” but they point to the broad
way that leads to destruction. Run from them!
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Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse onrselves from all
defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. - 2
Corinthians 1:1

We need to walk, think, act, and live according to scripture,
following the examples given in scripture. Don't follow false teaching
(Jesus Always) masquerading as light.

Brethren, join in following my example, and observe those who walk
according to the pattern you have in us. For many walk, of whom I often
told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross
of Christ, whose end is destruction, whose god is their appetite, and whose
lory is in their shame, who set their minds on earthly things. -
Philippians 3:17-19

Jesus warns us to be careful about who we follow. Those who
are false teachers are blind to the truth, and it is impossible for the
blind (such as Jesus Ahways) to lead you to the light of truth.

And He also spoke a parable to them: ‘A blind man cannot guide a
blind man, can he? Will they not both fall into a pit?” — Luke 6:39

Scripture continually warns us to be on our guard and not be
deceived:

See 1o it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit,
according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of
the world, rather than according to Christ. - Colossians 2:8

Why Run From False Teaching?

As you are seeing, scripture repeatedly warns about false
teaching. Even true believers can be deceived, for a time, by false
teaching. While you cannot lose your salvation, you can lose some of
your rewards:

Watch yourselves, that you do not lose what we have accomplished, but
that you may receive a full reward. - 2 John 8

23



SHOULD YOU RUN FROM JESUS ALWAYS?

Scripture also warns us that, if we pay attention to false teaching,
we may pass on that false teaching to others. In particular, if you are
a pastor or teacher, scripture tells you that one of your
responsibilities is to instruct the men in your church so that they do
not teach what is empty or false.

As I urged you lupon my departure for Macedonia, remain on at Ephesus so
that youn may instruct certain men not to feach strange doctrines, nor to pay
attention to myths and endless genealogies, which give rise to mere
Speculation rather than furthering the administration of God which is by
faith. - 1 Timothy 1:3-4

Adam and Eve were not fallen, yet they were deceived by false
teaching. (“Did God really say?” — “Surely you will not die.”) We are
fallen and are easy to deceive. We need to be diligent in protecting
ourselves from false teaching such as Jesus Always.

For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but
wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accummulate for themselves
teachers in accordance o their own desires. - 2 Timothy 4:3

But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from
the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons,
2 by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with
a branding iron. - 1 Timothy 4:1-2

For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not
acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is the deceiver and
the antichrist. Watch yourselves, that you do not lose what we have
accomplished, but that you may receive a full reward. Anyone who goes
too far and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not have God;
the one who abides in the teaching, he has both the Father and the Son.
If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive
hint into your house, and do not give him a greeting; for the one who gives
him a greeting participates in bis evil deeds. - 2 John 1:7-11

O Timothy, gnard what has been entrusted to you, avoiding worldly and
empty chatter and the opposing arguments of what is falsely called

“knowledge”— which some have professed and thus gone astray from the
faith. - 1 Timothy 6:20-21
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Pastors, you have a special responsibility to protect your
flock. This includes protecting them from false teaching.
Too many times I've heard about pastors giving out
copies of Jesus Calling without having read it.

The same thing will probably happen with this new
devotional from Sarah Young. Please, know what you
are giving to your people, and protect them from books
such as Jesus Calling and Jesus Always.

Today’s church cannot remain faithful if it tolerates
false teachers and leaves their teachings
uncorrected and unconfronted. — Albert Mohler,
False Prophets, False Teachers and Real Trouble,
June 1, 2011, http://tinyurl.com/3rq2uf7
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CHAPTER 4
WHY DOESN’T JESUS UNDERSTAND
WHAT HE SAID IN SCRIPTURE?
MATTHEW 24:4-25:30

It Jesus Ahways had been written in a way, other than having Jesus
speaking, it would just be a one of many unbiblical and misleading
devotional books. I wouldn't be writing this book. But, Jesus Always
presents its false teaching as though Jesus is doing the teaching, and
that is a major attack on the character and glory of God that cannot
be ignored.

Jesus Regularly Quotes Scripture in Jesus Always

In the introduction to Jesus Alvays Sarah Young explains why she
has included scripture within the devotions:

Because I revere the Bible, I always endeavor to make my writing consistent
with Biblical truth. I include Scripture in the devotions (indicated with
italics), and each entry is followed by three or four Bible references. 1
enconrage you to look up and read these scriptures carefully, they are words
of Life! — Sarah Young, Jesus Always Introduction, page xii

Let’s be sure we understand what she is saying: Scripture is

important, and because of that she has included scripture in the
devotions. And because scripture is important, she has put it in italics
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so you'll know when you are reading scripture within a devotion. No
other reason is given for words being italicized.

Okay, let's look at an example to see how well “Jesus”
understands scripture. I flipped through Jesus Alhvays and picked the
June 10" devotion because I'm currently preaching a sermon series
on the Olivet Discourse and this devotion references a parable Jesus
tells in Olivet Discourse.

I typically put quotations in italics, but when quoting Jesus Ahways
I will reproduce it exactly as it is printed in the book. That way you
can see where Sarah Young uses italics, as well as how she uses
punctuation and capitalization.

“I am sovereign over the circumstances of your life, so there are
always opportunities to be found in them. Don't be like the man
who hid his master's talent in the ground because he was disgruntled
with his circumstances. He gave up and took the easy way out,
blaming his hard situation rather than making the most of his
opportunity. Actually the more difficult your circumstances, the
more you gain through it.” - Jesus Always, June 10

The phrase “hid his master's talent in the ground’ is in italics,
identifying it as a quote (paraphrase) from scripture, Matthew 25:25:

And I was afraid, and went away and went and hid your talent in the
ground.” — Matthew 25:25 (NKJV)

What Is This Parable Teaching?

The “Jesus” of Jesus Always says this parable is about a slave who
is having a hard time. He has a tough master and he doesn't like his
circumstances. He then does the wrong thing by giving up instead of
making the most of an opportunity. According to Jesus Abhwvays, the
point of the parable is that we need to make the most of every
opportunity. The more difficult your circumstances, the more you can
gain through propetly responding to those tough circumstances. It
sounds good, but is that what Jesus is really teaching? Nope. Not
even close.
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The context is given in Matthew 24:31. Jesus has been describing
the signs that will be seen prior to his return at the end of the
Tribulation, and then he tells His disciples to be ready because:

He will send forth His angels with A GREAT TRUMPET and THEY WILL
GATHER TOGETHER His elect from the four winds, from one end of the
Sky to the other. — Matthew 24:31

What are they to be ready for? The gathering together of His
elect... the gathering together of those people who are saved. What
do you need to do in order to be ready? You need to have repented
and trusted in Jesus as your Savior. You need to be saved.

Jesus then tells four parables that illustrate what he is teaching
(Matthew 24:4-31). The first two are:

1. The parable of the fig tree illustrates that there will be signs
indicating His return is near. (Matthew 24:32-35)

2. The parable of the faithful and evil slaves shows that we are

to be alert, even if it has been a long time and Jesus has not
yet returned. (Matthew 24:42-51)

In the final two parables we see illustrations showing that true
believers will be ready for the return of Christ, and false Christians
will not. Their readiness will be seen in how they wait and what they
do while they wait.

In the third parable (Matthew 25:1-12), that of the ten virgins, the
five virgins who have oil for their lamps are the ones who have
spiritual life. They have repented and trusted Jesus as their Savior.
They were not just waiting for the return of Jesus, they are ready for
Him to return. They have their lamps as well as oil for their lamps.

The other five virgins are also waiting for the bridegroom,
signifying that they think they are saved. But, they are not ready
because they do not have oil for their lamps. The oil represents
spiritual life. Although they think they are saved and they were part
of the bridal party waiting for Jesus to come, they have not actually
put their trust in Jesus as their Savior. They have no spiritual life
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(lamp oil) Thus, when He comes, the bridegroom (Jesus) says to
them:

“Truly 1 say to you, I do not know yon.” -- Matthew 25:12

When the Lord appears at the end of the Tribulation, many professed
Christians will frantically realize their lack of spiritual life. They will not
have heeded Panl's advice to the Corinthian church: “Test yourself to see if
you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about
yourselyes, that Jesus Christ is in_you—unless indeed you fail the test?” (2
Corinthians 13:5). They will be self-deceived, perhaps believing that mere
association with the things and the people of Christ has made them a part of
Christ's true church. Some may think that being born into a Christian
Sfamily will make them a member of God's family. We know with certainty
that many will be trusting in their good works. - John MacArthur, New
Testament Commentary Matthew 24-28, 1989, page 90

The fourth parable, the parable of the talents, is the one Jesus
Albways quotes. It illustrates that true believers will use the gifts God
has given them to further God's kingdom. Here is what Jesus says in
scripture:

For it is just like a man abont to go on a_journey, who called his own slaves
and entrusted his possessions to them. To one he gave five talents, to another,
two, and to another, one, each according to his own ability; and he went on
his _journey. Immediately the one who had received the five talents went and
traded with them, and gained five more talents. In the same manner the one
who had received the two talents gained two more. But he who received the one
talent went away, and dug a hole in the ground and hid bis master’s money. —
Matthew 25:14-18

Three trusted slaves are given money to manage while their
master is away. The first two slaves manage the money such that it is
doubled by the time their master returns. The third slave does
nothing with what he is given. Instead he buries the money in the
ground. He could have at least put it in the bank and collected
interest, but he does nothing with what he was given.
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The point of this parable, keeping it in its context, is that, how
we use what God has given us is an indication of whether we are
saved or not. Those who use their abilities to further God’s kingdom,
are doing God’s will and this shows they are saved. Those who do
not use their gifts at all, or use them in ways that oppose the
kingdom, demonstrate by their action (or lack of action) that they are
not saved and their eternal destiny is outer darkness (hell).

Jesus is using these parables to illustrate the difference between
His true followers, and those who believe they are following Christ,
but they are not truly followers of Christ. The third “slave” thought
he was a slave of Christ and a kingdom resident. But, his actions
proved him wrong, So Jesus says:

Throw out the worthless slave into the outer darkness; in that place there will
be weeping and gnashing of teeth. — Matthew 25:30

How Does This Compare With Jesus Always?

In Jesus Ahways this important parable about the second coming
and salvation is twisted to be a parable about dealing with difficult
circumstances. The salvation message is totally gone. The “Jesus” of
Jesus Always does not understand his own words in scripture! Not
only that, as we’ll see next, he attacks the character of God!

The third slave, however, did not present the master with earnings but with
an accusatory and self-serving excuse. ...Like the other two, that slave was
identified as belonging to the master (see v 14), representative of bis
belonging to Christs church before the second coming. But in two distinct
ways he proved that bis identification with Christ was superficial and did
not involve genuine faith or regeneration.

First of all, he produced absolutely nothing with the talent he had been given
and did not even make an attempt to use it for bis masters benefit and

profit.

Second, this slave demonstrated bis counterfeit allegiance by depracting bis
master’s character, accusing him of being “a hard man, reaping where he did
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not sow, and gathering where he had scattered no seed. He charged his owner
with being unmerciful and dishonest. That slave represents the professing
Christian whose limited knowledge of God leads him to conclude that He is
distant, uncaring, unjust, and undependable. — John MacArthur, New
Testament Commentary Matthew 24-28, 1989, page 105

In this parable the “master” represents God. Based on the Jesus
Abways interpretation, what type of character does God have? He is
unmerciful and dishonest. According to Jesus Always the third slave
could have been the hero of the story, if only he realized he needed
to persevere and overcome the difficult circumstances resulting from
his master’s (God’s) harsh character. Thats wrong! That’s defaming
God’s character and degrading God’s glory. The slave is judging and
condemning the character of God! This is unbelievable for a
supposedly “Christian” devotional book!

Why doesn’t the “Jesus” of Jesus Ahways understand his own
parable? Why does the “Jesus” of Jesus Always slander God’s
character instead of glorifying God?

BECAUSE HE IS NOT THE REAL JESUS... YOU
CANNOT TRUST THE JESUS OF JESUS ALW.AYS.” This is not
a Christian devotional book. You cannot trust Jesus Alvays to give you
scriptural truth.

RUN FROM JESUS ALWAYS!

I wish I could end this chapter here, but I can’t. We were looking
at the phrases in italics in the June 10" devotion and there is more
that needs to be said. Remember, these phrases are in italics to
identify them as coming from scripture. Here is the last paragraph:

“I gladly give you Glory-strength. It is exceedingly potent

because the Spirit Himself empowers you-- strengthening you in

your inner being. Moreover, My limitless Glory-strength enables
you to keep on enduring the unendurable. Since this Power is so vast,
there is more than enough of it to spil/ over into Joy)\” — Jesus

Albways, June 10
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First, what is “Glory-strength?” That’s not a Biblical term. I'd
like to keep the focus on scripture, so I'll only take a moment to talk
about this word. It refers to god who is in and is a part of Glory
(capital “G”), and you having the ability to draw on this glory-source
of energy, power, and strength (like the force in Star Wars.)) The
phrase “Glory-strength” means nothing to a Christian, but it is a
significant phrase for followers of New Age teaching, Watch for
these capitalized hyphenated words throughout Jesus Always. They
indicate New Age teaching. Now, back to scripture...

Notice that several phrases in this quote are in italics. It is
interesting that, if you do a Google search for the second phrase,
what Google finds is that “enduring the unendurable” is a quote from
Emperor Hirohitos speech given on August 15, 1945 when Japan
surrendered and World War II ended. But, nothing Biblical shows up.

But waitl  What about the Bible translation known as The
Message? 1t says:

We pray that youll have the strength to stick it out over the long haul—not
the grim strength of gritting your teeth but the glory-strength God gives. It is
strength that endures the unendurable and spills over into joy, thanking the
Father who mafkes us strong enough to take part in everything bright and
beautiful that he has for us. — The Message, the last two sentences
of Colossians 1:9-12

There it is. “Jesus” is paraphrasing The Message. That’s amazing!
The Message is a paraphrase. So “Jesus” is paraphrasing a paraphrase.
This is not good. But what’s worse is that The Message is a bible
translation with a lot of problems.... it’s not a translation we can
trust. But, we’ll need a separate chapter to deal with this problem.
So turn the page, and we’ll continue.
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CHAPTER 5
JESUS QUOTES FROM THE MESSAGE

I don’t want to spend a lot of time on this. This book is not
about the heresies nor the New Age teaching in The Message. But, for
discernment purposes, you should be at least a little familiar with The
Message. So this chapter will be short.

I also realize that as soon as I mentioned Sarah Young is
“quoting” The Message, quite a few people stopped reading this book
and threw away their copy of Jesus Always. They didn’t need to learn
anything further about Jesus Always. That’s how bad of a bible
“translation” you get in The Message. But, maybe you’ve never heard
of The Message. So what’s the problem?

I purchased a copy and began to read and study this paraphrase more in
depth. What 1 discovered stunned me. The Message is not only a poor
paraphrase, but it is, in fact, beretical. — Justin Peters, A Brief
Summary of Passages Contained Within ““The Message, ”
http:www. justinpeters.org/images/TheMessage2.pdf

Published by the well-known Christian publisher, NavPress, The
Message initially was well received, until people started to actually read
it. What I’ve personally found The Message to be is a New Age “bible
paraphrase” that takes God’s word and, in many cases, changes it to
focus on the will and desires of man.
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A study of the text of ""The Message'", itself, excludes it from being God's
word, by virtue of the contradictions, errors and omissions in it. — Berean
Research Institute, http://tinyurl.com/7qxkzgb

The Person of Jesus

The Message does not like to identify Jesus as Lord. The phrase
“Lord Jesus Christ” and “Lord Jesus” occur a total of 202 times in
the KJV. They are used ZERO times in The Message. Instead The
Message typically uses the New Age term “master,” which is New Age
speak for divine guardians or custodians. The Message even uses the
term “divine guardians” in Deuteronomy 32:8.

Let’s Compare Scripture: John 10:30

I and the Father are one heart and mind. — MSG

I and the Father are one. — NASB

The NASB translation is the correct one, identifying God as
one,” supporting the understanding of the Trinity as three persons
in one God. The Messages translation allows the Trinity to be redefined

as separate beings who are of one mind. It breaks scripture and
opens the door to heresy.

13

Romans 15:13 — Environmentalism Inserted Into Scripture

Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so
that you will abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. — NASB

Ob! May the God of green hope fill you up with joy, fill you up with peace,
50 that your believing lives, filled with the life-giving energy of the Holy
Spirit, will brim over with hope! -- MSG

Again The Message and the NASB are very different. Note that in
The Message it is “green hope.” Environmental activism has been
inserted into scripture, with nothing in the original Greek supporting
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this addition. Also notice that in The Message we get “life-giving
power” from the Holy Spirit, while in the NASB it is “hope” that fills
us through the power of the Holy Spirit. These are very different.
“life-giving energy” is New Age speak (similar to the force in Star
Wiars), while the NASB is referring to the cross and our assurance,
given by the Holy Spirit, that our eternal destiny is heaven.

So, why would Sarah Young choose to use such an obviously
poor, New Age tilting paraphrase of the Bible? We have no way of
knowing her thoughts, but Geri Ungurean may give us a clue:

I have looked at The Message a few times in the past years, and I saw it as
a blatant perversion of God’s Holy Word. I just thought that someone tried
to matke the Bible “hip” or more relevant for our times. But now I am seeing
clearly that this unholy mess is completely New Age. — Geri Ungurean,
Eugene Peterson’s “The Message’ Is A New Age Perversion of
the Bible, http://tinyutl.com/jsdhuq6

The Message, in both its language, and what it teaches, is
supportive of the New Age Movement (NAM). That makes The
Message an attractive option as a source of Bible quotes in a book that
promotes New Age teaching and practices. So, from the perspective
of promoting New Age, it makes sense that Sarah Young has put
paraphrases from The Message into the mouth of Jesus.

The question must be asked, Wonld Jesus Christ approve of this [The
Message| rendering of His word?’ Certainly any honest intellectnal
assessment wonld have to lead one to the answer of “no.” — Justin Peters,
A Brief Summary of Passages Contained Within “The
Message, ” http:www. justinpetets.org/images/TheMessage2.pdf

I don’t know how many “quotes” from The Message are included
in Jesus Always. I'm not going to go through Jesus Ahvays just to count
them. But, there are at least seven others, and they are a sign that Jesus
Albways includes poison and must be avoided.

You saw in chapter 3 that John ran from the bathhouse the
Gnostic false teacher Cerinthus was visiting. John did not want to do
anything that might make it appear he was in fellowship with, and
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thus approved of the false teachings of Cerinthus. Do you think
Jesus would do less? For Jesus to quote from The Message is to give
The Message his approval. There is NO WAY Jesus would do that. To
put quotes from The Message on the lips of Jesus is utter blasphemy.

THE JESUS OF JESUS ALWAYS 1S A FALSE JESUS. RUN!
FROM JESUS ALWAYS!
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CHAPTER 6
SPOTTING NEW AGE TEACHING

Before going deeper into Jesus Always we should take a few
moments to learn some of the characteristics of the New Age
teaching commonly seen in Jesus Ahways. Not only will this help you
see the false teaching in Jesus Abhways, it will also help you identify New
Age teaching in other books, videos, TV shows, and sermons.

What Is New Age?

In his book “A Time Of Departing,” Ray Yungen defines New Age

as:

The Age of Aquarins, supposedly the Golden Age, when man becomes
aware of his power and divinity. — Ray Yungen, A Time of Departing,
20006, page 204

This sounds like a fad from the 60’s that has come and gone. But
don’t be deceived. New Age spirituality is bigger than ever, and it is
everywhere. Later in his book Ray Yungen writes:

Christian Yoga, spiritual disciplines, spiritual formation, the silence, sacred
space, and contemplative prayer—do any of these sound familiar? If yon
haven’t heard of them yet, chances are it’s just a matter of time before these
terms start showing up in your church. — Ray Yungen, A Time of
Departing, 20006, page 204
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Author and speaker Warren Smith was deeply immersed in the
New Age Movement. At the height of his involvement with New
Age:

“the Lord intervened. He exposed the darkness that was actually behind the
deceptive “peace,” “love,” and “light” of onr New Age/New Gospel
teachings. By the time it was all over, it was clear to us that all of our New
Age beliefs had been founded on half-truths and lies.” Warren Smith,
blog post, http://tinyutl.com/gt78lpj

In his book “False Christ Coming, Does Anybody Care?” Warren
describes the “Jesus” of the New Age Movement':

The New Age Gospel teaches that when humanity collectively accepts and
experiences itself as being part of Christ and a part of God, we will not only
save onrselves, we will save our world... With “new revelation” often
accompanied by direct personal spiritual experience, people are taught that
because they are a part of God, they are actually “at-one” with God and all
creation. — Warren Smith, False Christ Coming, Does Anybody
Care?, 2011, Pages 13 & 14

New Age teaching and practices are growing in our churches,
and it is moving into our schools. I regularly receive flyers from
organizations that train teachers in how to use New Age techniques.
They don’t mention the phrase “New Age,” but they offer training in
New Age practices such as “Yoga & Mindfulness for Kids” (from an
organization known as PESI), and “Calming The Oweractive Brain”
(offered by the Institute For Brain Potential).

So what does this have to do with Jesus Always? I've reproduced
the front of a mailer from PESI on the next page. Be aware that the
word “Yoga” is the Sanskirt word meaning unity. Yoga is a Sanatan
Dharma practice that is a foundational part of Hinduism (New Age).
It is the way to achieve unity with the Hindu Gods. Notice how Yoga
is described in this flyer as being: “@ wonderful introduction to present-
moment awareness and mindfulness.”

1 -1 recommend Warren Smith’s books for those who are interested in learning more about New
Age/New Gospel beliefs. Visit: www.WarrenBSmith.com
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This describes some of the New Age practices we see in Jesus
Abways, none of which are Biblical. The most common New Age
practices you'll be taught to use by Jesus Ahways include:

Present-moment awareness: this means to not think about the
past, nor worry about the future, but to focus on the present. It is a

technique for emptying the mind so you can come into the presence
of “god.”

Mindfulness: is similar to present-moment awareness. It
involves focusing on being calm in the present moment, and
accepting your feelings and whatever you are experiencing. It is
another technique for emptying the mind so you can come into the
presence of “god.”

“Mindfulness means paying attention in a particular way; on purpose, in the
present moment, and nonjudgmentally.” - Jon Kabat-Zinn, founder of
the Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction program at the
University of Massachusetts Medical Center

Oneness With God: this is commonly taught in Jesus Always
through what is called Practicing the Presence (of god). Practicing the
Presence, or sometimes it is just referred to as the Presence (with a
capital “P”) involves sitting quietly, often whispering a simple word
ot phrase to help you empty your mind and experience the presence
of god. As you calm and silence your mind, the god who is within
you (oneness with god) may be experienced.

Capitalized Words — because New Age theology teaches that
god is everything and everything is god, you’ll see many words
capitalized that typically are not capitalized. For example, words such
as Peace, Joy, Love, and Refuge This sure sign of New Age teaching
is the result of the belief that these are a direct reference to god.

The Silence: this refers to emptying your mind of all thoughts;
“to suspend thought through word repetition or breath focus—inward mental
silence. Tilden Edwards called this the ‘bridge to far Eastern spirituality.””

2 RayYungen, A Time of Departing, 2009, page 88
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Repetition/Breath Focus: these are two of the most common
practices used to help empty your mind.

Repetition refers to repeating a single word or phrase. This
might be the name of “Jesus,” a phrase such as “I love you Jesus,” or
some scripture. Throughout Jesus Always you will encounter
exhortations to pray short prayers such as these.

Breath focus means you are to slow and control your breathing,
often by saying one word or phrase as you inhale, and another as you
exhale.

Look for these practices, or variations of them, in Jesus Abhvays.
You’'ll find them throughout the book. None of these are Biblical.
None of these are in scripture. We never see Jesus, nor any of the
apostles... nor anyone in scripture using any of these practices to
become closer to god. You should do the same. Do not use any of
the New Age practices taught by the Jesus A/ways devotional.

Do they work? Yes, but not in the way they promise. You can
do these things and feel very spiritual, and feel very close to god. You
can do these things and feel good... calm and relaxed. But they are
not Biblical and they are bringing you spiritually closer to something
that is not of God.

Remember what scripture says, the true battle is not happening
in a realm you can see:

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers,
against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the
spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. — Ephesians 6:12

You are in a battle against spiritual forces of darkness, and they
will do whatever it takes to draw you away from the true Jesus
Christ... such as making you feel good when using practices that
open you to demonic influence. For example, by successfully getting
you to sin (doing things God does not want you to do, such as the
New Age practices in Jesus Abhways), demons have the ability to
influence you and your feelings. They can make you feel good, and
give you calm, peaceful feelings that make you feel very spiritual and
close to “god.” Why would a demon want to help you to feel good?
To lead you away from the true Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the
only one who can save you. Using the New Age practices described
in this chapter opens you to these demonic spiritual forces.
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The result of the battle may depend on whether you are truly
saved. False Christians have few defenses against demonic
oppression. They have the common grace that is available to all, but
they do not have the Holy Spirit indwelling them. And without the
Holy Spirit they cannot resist the devil.

For the true Christian, victory over demonic oppression is
always available through the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit, if
we do as Peter says in 1 Peter 5:9 and resist the devil. To resist the
devil means relying on the Holy Spirit, not our own power, to
successfully resist demonic influence.

But for both the true believer and the false believer, if you
practice what Jesus Always teaches, you open yourself to demonic
oppression. For example, do you remember what scripture says
happened to the man who was cleaned out and left empty? He was in
the condition New Age practices strive to achieve... he was ready for
demons to move in.

Now when the unclean spirit goes out of a man, it passes through waterless
Pplaces seeking rest, and does not find it. Then it says, “1 will return to ny
house from which 1 came”; and when it comes, it finds it unoccupied, swept,
and put in order. Then it goes and takes along with it seven other spirits
more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there; and the last state of
that man becomes worse than the first—Matthew 12:43-45

What should he have done after the unclean spirit left? Filled
himself with scripture. We are to fill ourselves with God’s word,
leaving no room for demons, or even fleshly thoughts.

What should you do when you encounter someone teaching the
practices in this chapter? What should you do when you encounter a
book or DVD promoting these practices? RUN! New Age practices
are similar to the occult, and are very dangerous. Don’t get anywhere
near them. Don’t let them into your life. Tightly shut and lock the
door to your mind and feelings, fill your thoughts with scripture, and
turn to the true Jesus in scripture.
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CHAPTER 7
WHY DOESN’T JESUS
UNDERSTAND PSALM 46?

Let’s look at another Jesus Abhways devotional. I'd like to keep it
simple and just turn the page in Jesus Ahways to look at the next
devotion, June 11™ Here is the last paragraph:

Since My methods of working in the world are often mysterious,
it’s important to take time to be still and know that I am God. Sit
quietly in My Presence, breathing My Peace, and I will give you
rest. — Jesus Always, June 11"

Wow! From what we just learned about New Age, “Jesus”
says a lot of dangerous things in just this one sentence. It is packed
with encouragement to participate in unbiblical New Age practices.
Notice the following (referring back to the previous chapter):

e The focus on being still (sit quietly.)

e Breath focus (“breathing My Presence”)

e “Peace” is capitalized.

e My Presence (being in the Presence, with a capital “P”)

“My Presence” (capital “P”) is a major theme in Jesus Always, so
we’ll spend some time talking about the New Age understanding of
“Presence” in chapter 9. For now, let’s focus on scripture. “Jesus”
quotes Psalm 46, verse 10, from the NIV: This is a verse commonly
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used by New Age teachers to support the practice of silencing your
mind.

He says, “Be still, and know that I am Gody - Psalm 46:10a

What is Jesus Always saying here? Going back to be beginning of
this devotion, it appears it is about sitting quietly and resting in Jesus.
Here are the first two sentences:

MY PRESENCE WIILL GO WITH YOU, and I will give you rest.
Wherever you are, wherever you go, I am with you!l — Jesus
Albways, June 11"

The first sentence is in italic indicating it is a quote from
scripture. You'll find it is from Exodus 33:14, and again it is from the
NIV. We're going to need to look at this verse also, but let's start
with Psalm 46.

The devotion opens by offering rest, and it closes by offering
rest. Obviously the overall subject of the devotion is having rest.

“Jesus,” in the final paragraph (quoted above), tells us to take the
time to be still, indicating this is something we are to do in our daily
lives. “Jesus” further tells us to sit quietly and breathe in his Peace,
and the result will be that he will give us rest.

It seems clear. “Jesus” is teaching us that, during our busy,
stress-filled days, when we need rest, we need to be still, know Jesus
is God, and sit quietly in his Presence. Is that what Psalm 46:10 is
about? Here is how New Age teachers understand this verse:

Eileen Caddy’s New Age understanding of the “God within” and
“oneness” started with an inner voice that told her “Be still and know that 1
am God.” Like Caddy, so many people who have been raised in today’s
church have been similarly deceived into believing that the “be still” verse
from Psalm 46:10 is God’s heavenly instruction to enter into solitude and
silence so they can hear His voice. — Warren Smith, “Be Still and
Know That YOU Are God? Is That Really What Scripture Says?
blog post: http://tinyurl.com/heyedbl

It would be nice if we knew Sarah Young’s thoughts about this
verse... and we can. She explains her understanding of Psalm 46:10 in
the Introduction to her Jesus Calling book where she writes:
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A life-changing verse has been “Be still and know that I am God.” (Psalm
46:10). Alternate readings for “Be still” are “Relax,” “Let go,” and
“Cease striving” (NASB). This is an enticing invitation from God to lay
down our cares and seek His Presence. 1 believe that God yearns for these
quiet moments with us even more than we do. I also believe that He still
speaks to those who listen to Him (John 10:27), and I continually depend
on the Holy Spirit’s help in this. — Sarah Young, Introduction, Jesus
Calling, 2004, page xiii.

This is consistent with what we read in the June 11™ devotion in
Jesus Abhways, as well as Warren Smith’s description of the New Age
understanding of this verse. We are to sit quietly... have quiet
moments... and seek god’s Presence within us. The only problem is,
that’s not what Psalm 46 is about.

What is God Actually Saying In Psalm 46?

This Psalm was the inspiration for Martin Luther’s hymn, “A4
Mighty Fortress Is Our God.” 1t is a Psalm about God's strength and
trusting Him in faith and obedience. It is a Psalm of comfort,
knowing that God is sovereign.

Few Psalms breathe the spirit of sturdy confidence in the Lord in the midst
of very real danger as strongly as does this one. — H. C. Leupold,
Exposition of the Psalms, 1959, page 363

Looking at the context, the first two verses of this Psalm
establish the subject as our having comfort in times of distress:

God is our refuge and strength,

a very present help in trouble.

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change
And though the mountains slip into the heart of the sea;

The overall context is that of Israel facing danger. God is calling
His people to have an attitude of faith and trust in Him. They are to
place their confidence in God, and God will deliver them from the
danger. That’s why this Psalm inspired Luther to write “4 Mighty

47



SHOULD YOU RUN FROM JESUS ALWAYS?

Fortress Is Our God.” This Psalm is not about sitting quietly waiting to
feel God’s presence. It’s a Psalm about our God being a mighty
fortress protecting us!

Charles Spurgeon quotes Jonathan Edwards in his commentary
on Psalm 46:10, explaining what it means to be still:

Be still as to words; not speaking against the sovereign dispensations of
providence, or complaining of them; not darkening counsel by words withont
knowledge, or justifying ourselves and speaking great swelling words of
vanity. We must be still as to actions and outward behaviour, so as not to
oppose God in his dispensations; and as to the inward frame of our hearts,
cultivating a calm and quiet submission of soul to the sovereign pleasure of
God, whatever it may be. — Jonathan Edwards, (quoted by Charles
Spurgeon), The Treasury of David, Psalm 46:10

“Be still” in Psalm 46:10 is not about resting. It does not mean
to sit calmly and have some quiet time with Jesus as Sarah Young
says. Immediately after quoting Edwards, Spurgeon also quotes
Richard Cameron's July 18, 1680 sermon:

Be still, and know that 1 am God. This text of scripture forbids quarreling
and murmuring against God.

When facing mortal danger, we are to stop fighting against God.
We are to stop complaining about God. We are to stop striving in
our own wisdom and power, and TRUST God. “Be still” means we
are to submit to God’s will. We need to understand that He is
sovereign, meaning whatever He wills, that is what will happen. God
is in control, so we need to stop trying to take control away from
Him... that is what “be still” means.

Psalm 46:10 -- Scripture vs. Jesus Always

Verse 46:10 is about trusting the sovereignty of God. It is not
about resting or silencing your thoughts. By the way, New Age
teachers never quote the entire verse. Let’s read all of it:

He says, “Be still, and know that I am God
I will be exalted among the nations,
1 will be exalted in the earth.” — Psalm 46:10
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What is it that exalts God? Is it our sitting quietly, having a quiet
moment with god, and waiting to hear his voice? Or is it our
submitting to His will and trusting Him to save us from all danger?
Which of these exalts and glorifies God? I'll take number two for ten
points... and a win on this question.

Exodus 33:14

Now let’s go back to the first scripture that was quoted, Exodus
33:14. Once again the phrase “My Presence” is used. Let’s read the
entire first paragraph:

MY PRESENCE WILL GO WITH YOU, and I will give you rest.
Wherever you are, wherever you go, I am with you! This is an
astonishing statement, yet it is true. My unseen Presence is more
real than the flesh-and-blood people around you. But you must
“see” Me with the eyes of your heart and communicate with Me
through prayer, trusting that I really do hear and care. — Jesus
Albways, June 11th

What does scripture say?

My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest. — Exodus 33:14
(NIV)

Jesus  Always has accurately quoted Exodus 33:14, and
supetficially it seems to agree with Sarah Young's interpretation. God
is Present (capital “P in Jesus Ahways”) with you now, and always will
be, and he will give you rest.

What type of presence is Sarah Young talking about? It’s a
feeling that Jesus is present with you that results from sitting quietly
and breathing “My Presence.” When you do this, “Jesus” will give
you rest. (See the quote at the beginning of the chapter.) Is this what
Exodus 33 is talking about?

What Is Exodus 33:14 Actually Talking About?

To get the context we need to go back to Exodus 32:34. Led by
Aaron the people had sinned by worshiping a golden calf while
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Moses was on the mountain with God. In these verses Moses is
pleading with God to forgive their sin, and the Lord replies to Moses:

“Whoever has sinned against Me, 1 will blot him ont of My book. But go
now, lead the people where I told you. Bebold, My angel shall go before yon.”
- Exodus 32:33 & 34a

The key point is that, previously God had led them. But now
they have seriously sinned, separating themselves from God. So God
is no longer going to lead them. He says that He will send an angel to
go before them. In the next chapter God again tells Moses He will
send an angel to lead the people.

I will send an angel before you and 1 will drive out the Canaanite, the
Amorite, the Hittite, the Perizzite, the Hivite and the Jebusite.- Exodus
33:2

Before this God had been leading the Jews in the form of a pillar
of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Now God says that an
angel will go before them. Moses sees that as a problem, and he
wants to be sure God Himself continues to lead them.

And He said, “My presence shall go with you, and I will give you rest.”
Then he said to Him, “If Your presence does not go with us, do not lead ns
up from here. For how then can it be known that I have found favor in
Your sight, I and Your people? Is it not by Your going with us, so that we,
I and Your people, may be distinguished from all the other people who are
upon the face of the earth?” — Exodus 33:14-16

Moses is concerned that, if God’s presence is not leading them,
other nations and peoples will not know they have God’s favor.
God’s presence, in a pillar of cloud by day and pillar of fire by night,
is a powerful sign that God is with them.

What does the term “My presence” refer to in Exodus 33:14? A
theophany. The presence of God in a form that can be seen by
people. This is not a mystical, unseen presence as described in Jesus
Abways. This is a real presence in which God appears in a pillar of
cloud and a pillar of fire. (See appendix G for more information
about theophanies.)
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The “Jesus” of Jesus Abhvays has taken this verse out of context
and given it a completely new meaning. Scripture is talking about a
theophany. Sarah Young is talking about a mystical experience.

What does God mean when He says, “T will give you rest’? He is
telling Moses He can trust God. God will continue to lead them as
He has in the past. Moses, and all of the people, do not need to be
concerned... there will continue to be a visible presence of God
leading them through the wilderness. The message is very similar to
Psalm 46:10: Moses, and all of Israel, can trust God’s promise to be
with them.

Once again the truth is very different from the meaning you get
from reading the Jesus Always devotion. There is nothing in this
devotion about “resting” because you can trust God’s promises. And
there is nothing in all of scripture telling you to sit quietly and wait
until you become aware of God’s presence. Scripture and Jesus Always
are teaching two very different things.

Once again the “Jesus” of Jesus Always does not correctly
understand scripture. Are you going to follow the teaching of the
false New Age Jesus of Jesus Always, or are you going to trust
scripture? I hope you choose the truth of scripture.
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CHAPTER 8

BREAK TIME
(A DIFFERENT TAKE ON THE PROBLEM OF JESUS SPEAKING)

Let’s take a short break from our analysis of Jesus Ahways and
look at Sarah Young having Jesus speaking in Jesus Abhvays from a
different perspective.

So far it’s looking like Sarah Young’s “Jesus” does not know
very much about scripture. That’s a deal killer. I cannot follow a Jesus
(or author) who does not teach a correct understanding of scripture.
But, there are other problems.

Imagine you have some ideas about how to be a successful TV
talk show host. You’ve watched a lot of talk shows over the past
decades and made a lot of notes. In particular you’ve focused on
Oprah and what she did to become successful.

So you decide to write a book. You organize your notes, and
compile a set of 365 short guidelines to help your readers become a
successful TV talk show host... and you write them as though Oprah
was speaking them. It’s just as though you were quoting Oprah, but
you are supplying the words.

What would happen?

You'd get sued so quickly, and for such a huge amount of
money, that your head would spin. And YOU WOULD LOSE the
lawsuit. The court will side with Oprah. You’ve done wrong.

If you had written a book that actually quoted Oprah, such that
everything was a real quote, there would have been no problem. But,
you put words that Oprah didn’t say in her mouth. The result is you
may be paying off the court judgment for the rest of your life.
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What I’'m describing is exactly what Sarah Young has done. She’s
put words in Jesus’ mouth that He never said. If we recognize this as
a crime against Oprah, why don’t we recognize what Sarah Young
has done as a crime against God?

A Quick Test

Here is a quick test you can try. Just before reading a devotion
from Jesus Always, say the following phrase out loud: “I'his is not Jesus
speaking.” Keep this phrase in your mind as you read the devotion...
this is not Jesus speaking.

Does it bother you to say these words? Why? Remember, Sarah
Young does not claim it is Jesus speaking. These devotions are her
“Personal reflections from her daily quiet time of Bible reading, praying, and
writing in prayer journals.” (Jesus Ahways, About The Author, page 383)

In addition, as you’ve seen from the two devotions we’ve looked
at so far, this “Jesus” does not understand scripture at all. There is no
way the “Jesus” of Jesus Ahways” is anything more than a figment of
Sarah Young’s imagination.

So when you are thinking “%his is not Jesus speaking” as you read
the devotion, you are thinking the truth. You have filled your mind
with the truth.

If this test makes you feel uncomfortable, then you know there
is a problem, and the problem is not with the knowledge that this is
not Jesus speaking. The problem is with the book you are reading.

This is a simple test, and it is far from foolproof. But, from this
simple exorcise I hope you will realize this is not Jesus speaking in
Jesus Always. To put words He did not say in the mouth of Jesus is to
make Jesus appear to be a liar.

..you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free. - John
8:32

Don’t ever forget. Jesus is not a person like you, HE IS GOD.
Sarah Young is putting words on the lips of God that God never
spoke’.

3 -I recommend reading the “Who’s Calling?” article in the Web Exclusive section of our web site:
www.NotJesusCalling.com.
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CHAPTER 9
“MY PRESENCE”
WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?

Error is not always obvious and so we need to be aware of the subtlety of
error. This was clearly a problem in the early church. “For certain people
have crept in unnoticed who long ago were designated for condemnation,
ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into sensuality and deny
our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ” (Jude 4). — Tim Challies, The
Discipline of Spiritual Discernment, 2007, page 103

Jesus Abways is regularly talks about “My Presence.” What does
this mean? There are some subtle shades of meaning we'll need to
understand, so let’s start by learning a little about discernment.

Deception can be hard to spot. For example, Satan disguises
himself as an angel of light. He sends his demons to you as angels of
light. They come proclaiming that they will show you the way to
become closer to God. They proclaim they can show you how to feel
calm and less anxious... how to feel happy... how to feel fulfilled...
how to feel spiritual. And they can temporarily deliver on those
promises of good feelings.

Satan, once the mightiest of the angels, is now the devil on the prowl for those
who have forsaken him and who are seeking after God. Satan seeks to lead
us astray. His tactics rarely change, for since the dawn of human history they
have proven remarkably effective. Satan seeks to lead us astray, to deceive
us, by offering us a counterfeit version of the truth. Satan offers something
that resembles the truth but is actually ervor. He is craft and subtle, offering
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something that seems so close yet is still so far away. — Tim Challies, The
Discipline of Spiritual Discernment, 2007, page 43

That’s the problem. What Satan promises can sound very
appealing and it may be close to the truth. But, what he promises are
experiences and feelings, but what you need is a Savior. Satan's
promises are always missing one crucial component... the real Son of
God, and salvation through repentance and trusting in Jesus alone as
your Savior. Oh, “Jesus” will be there, but it will be a counterfeit
Jesus who cannot save you. That’s what the “Jesus” of Jesus Ahways
offers when he talks about “My Presence,” “The Practice of
Presence,” or just “Presence” (with a capital “P”)... it’s all about an
experience... your feelings... and that's all. There is no substance. No
Jesus.

Do not be satisfied with only thinking about Me or knowing Me
intellectually. Thirst for experiential knowledge of Me grounded in sound
biblical truth. - Sarah Young, Jesus Always, July 6

This statement is wrong in many ways. Nowhere does scripture
tell us to seek feel-good experiences (experiential knowledge). The
scriptural truth is that we are to hunger and thirst for righteousness
(Jesus’ words in Matthew 5:6). That’s what we are to seek. We are to
feed on God’s Word so that we can grow in righteousness.

Practicing The Presence

One of the major themes in Jesus Always is that of the Presence
of Jesus. The word “Presence” (with a capital “P”) is used in many of
the devotions. This is an important word and an important concept
to understand. It is also a thoroughly New Age practice. So whenever
Jesus Abways starts talking about “Presence,” warning lights should
start flashing in your head.

What Does Jesus Abhvays say about Presence? We've already seen
some aspects of “Presence” in the June 11* devotion. So let's take a
look at it again, plus what some of the other devotions say:

My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest... 1t’s important to
take time to be stll and know that 1 am God. Sit quietly in My
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Presence, breathing in My Peace, and I will give you rest. — June
11th

Come Rest with Me, beloved. Though many tasks are calling
you, urging you to put them first, I know what you need most: to
be still in My Presence. Take some deep breaths, and fix your
gaze on Me.... Whisper My Name, “Jesus,” in sweet
remembrance of My nearness. — August 9"

When you relax in My Presence, trusting in My finished work on
the cross, both you and I are refreshed. — August 24®

Okay, I picked one in which the cross is mentioned, so many of
you are thinking, “T’hzs is good. Jesus mentioned the cross. So this devotional
book must be okay.”

Mentioning the cross, or using other Christian words, does not
make a book Christian. Even talking about sin and Jesus’ finished
work on the cross does not make a book Christian. Try the test on
the next page.

Defining “Presence”

Based on the above quotes do you understand what the phrase
“My Presence” means? 1 don’t. We can make some assumptions, but
“Presence” is never defined. And what’s with the “P” being
capitalized?

The term “presence” may be defined in two ways. One is the
New Age definition and the other is the Biblical definition... and
they are very different. In this chapter we’ll talk about the New Age
definition and the way “Presence” is most often used in Jesus Always.
Please note, there are a couple of devotions in Jesus Always that use
the term “presence” somewhat biblically, but they are the few
exceptions. And that’s to be expected. It makes sorting truth from
false more difficult.

Let’s start with the question: Why is the word ‘“Presence”
capitalized? In fact, as I mentioned earlier, you may notice other
words such as: Joy, Peace, Power, Glory, Glory-strength, Love-light,
Strength, and Love are capitalized in Jesus Ahways. What’s with all this
extra capitalization? Douglas Groothuis explains:
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Can You ldentify False Teachers?

Is the following quote from a biblical teacher or a false teacher?
The Bible tells us very clearly that Christ is the only way to God and eternal
life, and in Romans 10:9-11, the Bible tells us how to be saved and have
eternal life: Believe in our hearts that Jesus died for our sins and was raised
from the grave, and confess with our mouths that He is our Lord and
Savior.

To be saved and to receive all that Jesus has done for you, you can make
Him your Lord and Savior today by praying this prayer:

"Lord Jesus, thank You for loving me and dying for me on the cross. Your
precious blood washes me clean of every sin. You are my Lord and my
Savior, now and forever. | believe that You rose from the dead and that You
are alive today. Because of Your finished work, | am now a beloved child of
God and heaven is my home. Thank You for giving me eternal life, and
filling my heart with Your peace and joy. Amen."
(http://tinyurl.com/j5v5fck)

What do you think? True or false teacher? It sounds very good, but false
teachers can sound biblical. This is a quote from Joseph Prince, a
prosperity gospel preacher. (http://tinyurl.com/jj7ghwt) He’s a false
teacher who twists scripture to support the claim that God guarantees
health and wealth in this life. False teachers may talk about Jesus and
salvation, they quote scripture, and they can sound very good while
feeding people poisonous lies.

A common verse that is misused is Romans 10:9-10. To correctly
understand this verse you need to know the historical context. In Paul’s
day to “confess with your mouth” was not just saying words. You were
required to confess Caesar as lord. If you refused, the most likely result
was death. To confess Jesus as Lord instead of Caesar was risking your life.
What Paul is in effect saying is: you have a gun at your head. If you confess
Jesus as Lord you’ll be killed. In this circumstance, facing death, if you
openly confess with your mouth (speak out loud so everyone hears you)
Jesus as your Lord and Savior, you must truly be saved.
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The great Oneness of Being is thought to be “God.” All that is, at the
metaphysical root, is God. [God is] some abstract entity, usnally capitalized,
like Infinite Intelligence, Principle, etc. We could add to this list “the
Force,” “Consciousness,” “Energy” and so on. The New Age “God” is not
a moral being  worshiped as  supreme. —Douglas Groothuis,
Confronting the New Age, 1988, page 22

What Groothuis is saying is that the capitalized words are god.
So when you say the word “Presence” you are directly referring to
god. When you say the word “Peace,” that is a direct reference to
god. God is within us, and we are in him, and we are him. God is in
everyone, and even within abstract concepts such as Joy, Peace and
Love. These are not just attributes of god, they are indwelt by god.

“New age matriarch Alice Bailey, New Age leader Barbara Marx
Hubbard, and conntless other New Age/ New Spirituality figures have used
the term presence to refer to the “God” and “Christ” of the New Age
movement. — Warren Smith, Another Jesus Calling, 2013, page 88.

As Swami Muktanada expressed it, God dwells within you as you. Or we
may cite the story of the great American mystic Joel S. Goldsmith. One day
he welcomed a woman into his office who was wanting to talk about God.
“Ob, and what do you know about God?” Goldsmith asked. “Well,” the
woman said, ‘1 know that 1 am part of God.” “My dear madam,”
Goldsmith replied tenderly, “you are the whole of God.” — Paul Weiss,
Moonlight Leaning Against an Old Rail Fence, 2015,
Commentary: Cosmology chapter.

Dipinity is not outside us. We are in God and God in us. That is the
unitive experience of the mystics East or West. — Matthew Fox, The
Coming of the Cosmic Christ. Page 50

That’s very different from the Christian view of God. By
capitalizing these words, Jesus Abhvays shows it has a different
understanding of God than what the Holy Bible teaches. This is not a
Christian book

In New Age theology god is in everything and everyone. You
don’t need to talk about god. Instead, because he is in everything, you
just talk about the Presence.
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This also means you don’t need to go to an outside source, such
as the Holy Bible, for knowledge of god. Because god is within you,
you look within yourself to find god. That’s why, for example, we
need to enter the silence... meaning to empty our minds of our
thoughts and worries, and minimize the self, so that god within us
can be felt and heard. We become aware of god by becoming quiet
and stopping our own thoughts, worties, planning, and concerns”.

Here is a quote from Sarah Young’s first book describing what it
feels like to come into the Presence:

One night I found myself leaving the warmth of our cogy chalet to walk
alone in the snowy mountains. 1 went into a deeply wooded area, feeling
vulnerable and awed by cold, moonlit beauty. The air was crisp and dry,
piercing to inhale. Suddenly 1 felt as if a warm mist enveloped me. 1 became
aware of a lovely Presence, and my involuntary response was to whisper,
Sweet Jesus." This utterance was totally uncharacteristic of me, and I was
shocked to hear myself speaking so tenderly to Jesus. As 1 pondered this
brief communication, 1 realized it was the response of a converted heart; at
that moment 1 knew I belonged to Him. This was far more than the
intellectnal answers for which 1'd been searching. This was a relationship
with the Creator of the universe. — Sarah Young, Jesus Calling, 2004,
page VIIL.

I noticed several things in the above quote:
e Coming into the Presence is a feeling... it is an experience.

e This is her testimony... with no mention of sin, repentance,
commitment to Jesus as Lord, nor a changed life.

e This experience was “far more than the intellectual answers for which
I'd been searching.” This illustrates the fact that for New Agers
feelings and experience are more important than knowledge.
Yet over and over in Paul’s prayers, He asks that God give
believers “knowledge” of His will. (See Colossians 1:9, for

4 - If you need to silence your own thoughts so that you can hear god speak, this must be a very
weak god. But, apparently the Jesus of Jesus Always cannot make himself known or heard unless
you silence yourself. This “Jesus” is very weak and is not worthy of your worship.
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example.) In scripture knowledge is important. In New Age
knowledge takes a back seat to experiences and feelings.

How is the New Age experience of practicing the Presence
accomplished? Here is what one expert says you need to do:

Living “in the now” has been a recurrent theme in my experiments. There is
literally no way to practice God’s presence if we are being pulled into the past
(via shame, regret, etc.) or into the future (via worry). The only time in which
we meet with God is the present moment, but very few people actually know
how to live there. — Scott Holman, Some Practical Tips on
Practicing the Presence of God, http://tinyutl.com/h7ds226

Jesus in Jesus Always urges you to forget about the past; don’t
think about the future; be in the present only. Then you will
experience god’s Presence. It sounds just like New Age to me.

God in Us

I said that in New Age theology god is “in” everything. From
scripture we know that God is everywhere. He is omnipresent. Isn’t
that the same thing? No, it is not.

New Age is a panentheistic religion. Here is how Ray Yungen
defines it:

This position of the panentheist is challenging to understand. Your outer
personality is not God, but God is still in you as your true identity. This
explains why mystics say, “all is one.” At the mystical level, they experience
this God force that seems to flow through everything and everybody. All
creation has God in it as a living, vital presence. It is just hidden.

The theological implications of this worldview put it in direct odds with
biblical Christianity for obvious reasons. Only one true God exists, and His
identity is not in everyone. The fullness of God’s identity, in bodily form, rests
in Jesus Christ and Him only! — Ray Yungen, A Time of Departing,
20006, pages 29 & 30

To summarize what Ray is saying, New Age theology states that
god is all that exists. He is the entire universe, as well as transcending

61



SHOULD YOU RUN FROM JESUS ALWAYS?

the universe. This means we all are a little part of god and god is part
of us. That’s who we truly are. And to be the person we truly are, we
must reach the god within us... the Presence. This gives us access to
god’s power, strength, peace, etc. — the “force” within us’.

That’s New Age... that’s the god of Jesus Ahways. But this is not
the God of the Bible. Our true identity is not that of god. God is not
a living Presence within everyone. God is not of a part of the creation
(us), the true God exists outside of His creation. He is separate from
His creation.

What about the Holy Spirit Dwelling In Us?

When you become a believer you have the Holy Spirit within you.
What this means is that you are no longer an enemy of God, and the
Holy Spirit can now guide you, teach you, and illuminate scripture for
you... and He is doing that from within you. But, He is not a part of
you, nor are you a part of the Holy Spirit.

Christ also dwells in us, but, unlike New Age teaching, and this is
the big difference: He is not a part of you and you are not a part of
Him. In New Age thinking (e.g. Jesus Alvays) we are one with god and
can reach and draw on the power of god within us. In scripture we
learn the truth that we are united with Christ and the Holy Spirit
indwells us, but they are not a part of us.

Yes, as Ray says, understanding New Age theology is challenging.
Words are used in non-conventional ways, and it is vague in its
definitions of itself. In addition, those definitions can change to
adjust New Age beliefs to the specific situation. But I hope I've given
you a basic understanding of the New Age concept of “Presence.” I'll
continue in the next chapter, as we look at the source of the idea of
“Presence.” Then we’ll look at what the Bible means when talking
about the presence of God.

5 - Think of this “force” as the force in Star Wars. It is everywhere, and in everything throughout
the universe. By tapping into this force (the Presence) we have access to knowledge and power.
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CHAPTER 10
THE PRESENCE OF GOD:
HINDUISM

Have you experienced the “Jesus burn”? Do you know what it’s like to feel
God’s presence in your body?  Perhaps your heart has been warmed by
God’s peace. Or on the back of your neck and shoulders you've felt tingly
with the Spirit’s blessing or “anointing” when you were being prayed for or
seeking God in a special way? Or maybe you've had a God-encounter in
community worship or solitude that filled yon with a deep longing for more of
Jesus, a longing so intense that it pierces your heart and burts in a sweet
way. -- Bill Gaultiere, Soul Shepherd,
http://tinyutl.com/gvf4pwg

The idea of experiencing the Presence of god is a common
throughout New Age theology. It continues to spread in the
Christian church through people such as Bill Gaultiere, a psychologist
and author who, according to his CBS biography, specializes in
“Christian Soul Care.”

In Christianity the idea of God’s presence being a feeling
originated in the 17" century with a Catholic monk known as Brother
Lawrence. He wrote a book called “I'he Practice of the Presence of God.”
However, practicing the Presence of God has a much older history
than that. It is a foundational part of Hinduism.

Here are some quotes from the Bhagavad Gita (what we might
call the Hindu “bible”).
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Fixc your mind on Me, be devoted to Me, offer service to Me, bow down to
Me, and you shall certainly reach Me. 1 promise you becanse you are My
very dear friend. - Gita 18.65°

Setting aside all meritorions deeds, just surrender completely to My will (with
firm faith and loving contemplation). I shall liberate you from all sins. Do
not grieve. - Gita 18.66

If you’ve read some of Jesus Abhways, these may sound similar to
the way Jesus speaks. The commentary associated with these verses is
titled “Experience of God in the Gita” and the part associated with these
verses states: “You can rise no higher in consciousness than to that place where
the spiritual Presence enters the heart, and you realise it has happened, the
Presence is within yon.” So the subjects of these verses are seen as being
related to experiencing the Presence of god.

Therefore, always remenber Me and do your duty. Y ou shall certainly attain
Me if your mind and intellect are ever focused on Me. - Gita 8.07

The phrase “attain Me” is a reference to experiencing the
Presence of god.

The Bhagavad-Gita is an ancient text, written between 400 BC
and around 200 CE. I’'m quoting the Gita to show that practicing the
Presence of God is a very old Hindu practice that is now coming to
us through New Age beliefs. It is not a Christian practice, nor does
scripture anywhere talk about this type of “practice.”

To better see that experiencing the Presence of god has its roots
in Hinduism, let’s see what some present-day Hindu teachers have to

say:

The first time I ever knew I was experiencing God's presence was during a
walk in the woods as a teenager. The peace I felt was so deep, so refreshing,
50 blissful, that it actually changed my life. Through divine grace (I believe),
I knew that this was God, and so vowed from that moment on to spend nzy
life seeking Him. — Nayaswami Devershi, (Ananda Minister -
Ananda is Hindu philosophy based on the universal doctrine of

6 - Translations of the Gita, and commentary are from http://www.gita.be/hinduism1.htm
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the Upanishads as taught by India's 19th century prophet, Sti
Ramakrishna.), http://tinyurl.com/jemxdur

Notice in the above quote that you know you are experiencing
the Presence, because you feel it. The experience is what it is all
about. You know you are truly practising the Presence, when you feel
the Presence. It’s the same with Jesus Always.

The writings of the well-known Hindu teacher, yogi and guru,
Paramahansa Yogananda, sound similar to Jesus Always: In this case
the experience is a calmness.

The habit of being inwardly in the calm presence of God must be developed,
50 that day and night that conscionsness will remain steadfast. -
http://tinyutl.com/zpbwunw

The famous Hindu spiritual leader Sri Chinmov writes about
feeling the presence:

When you pray early in the morning, at that time you feel God’s Presence
within you and around yon. — http://tinyutl.com/hvxe8ra

It's time to shout... Since practicing the Presence is a
foundational Hindu spiritual discipline, what are Christians
doing trying to practice the Presence of God? Why are we
taking a Hinduism spiritual practice and making it a part of
Christianity?

Notice that “Presence” is always about an experience... about
feeling something. It is a mystical experience that feels like a calm,
peaceful, good (sometimes described as “warm”) feeling of closeness
within you.

The quotes in this chapter reflect the New Age/Hindu
understanding of the Presence of God. As you see it is similar to the
way “Presence” is described Jesus Abhways. It is a mystical practice
involving being in the now, silence, and emptying yourself so you can
hear god within you speak. You know when you are in his
“Presence,” because it is something you feel. It is an experience.

The correct understanding of the presence of God is the Biblical
understanding, which we’ll look at in the next chapter. It has nothing
to do with feelings nor with looking within yourself to find god. The
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Biblical presence of God has to do with knowing Jesus as your
savior, knowing God’s word, serving God, and knowing He is active
in the world and is in control of everything. You know God is always
present by knowing Him and seeing the results of His actions—in
other words it is through knowledge of God, not by experiencing
feelings, that you know the presence of God. In scripture knowledge
is important. Christianity is based on knowledge, facts, and historical
reality. Jesus Ahways tries to turn this truth on its head. For example,
the September 30™ devotion states:

“Knowledge” is a very rich word. Some of its meanings are:
awareness acquired by experience or study and the sum of what has been
perceived, discovered, or learned . So knowing Me involves awareness of
Me—experiencing My Presence.” — Sarah Young, Jesus Abwvays,
September 30™.

Jesus Ablways is trying to twist your mind, getting you to believe
that awareness comes from experiencing “His” Presence. As you’ll
see when we discuss the Biblical concept of God’s presence we don’t
experience God’s presence, we have knowledge of God and His
actions. And feelings are not the source of this knowledge. Being in
His Word and knowing God through His word, and serving Him are
the sources of our knowledge.

By the way, the September 30th devotion distorts scripture in
other ways. I don’t have room to go into it here, so please visit our
web site at www.NotJesusAlways.com (go to the Web Exclusives
menu) to read more about this devotion.

7 - This phrase is in italic indicating it is identified as a scripture quote. However, I've not been able
to identify the specific verse being quoted. Since Jesus Always does not provide scripture
references, and often paraphrases scripture, finding the source of a quote and its context can be
difficult. In this case | have only found similar definitions of knowledge on philosophy web sites. |
have found nothing like this in scripture.
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CHAPTER 11
THE TRUE PRESENCE OF JESUS

What do you mean, “A feeling of God's presence?” You could feel happy.
You could feel sad. You could feel convicted of sin. Yon could have strong
emotions over the joy that you felt; over the conviction that you felt; but one
thing is for sure, you conldn't feel God's presence. God is a spirit. - John
MacArthur, Is a feeling of God's Presence an Indication of True
Worship? http://tinyutl.com/zcn2j36

Being in the Presence of God vs. the Presence of Jesus

To understand being in the presence of Jesus, we first must be
sure we understand who Jesus is. He is God... the one and only
creator God of the Bible. So when we talk about the “presence of
God” and the “presence of Jesus” we are talking about the same
thing. There is absolutely no difference in the meaning of these two
phrases.

Being in Someone's Presence

When talking about other people, we say we are in the presence
of someone when we are physically close to them. When we think
about being in the presence of Jesus, we tend to impose this same
definition... that Jesus is physically near. However, this not
appropriate. We are close to God all the time, because God is
everywhere. It is impossible to not be in the presence of God.
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A second aspect of being in the presence of Jesus is that, when
you become a Christian you are united with Christ (Romans 6:5,
Galatians 2:20).

Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in_you? —
2 Corinthians 13:5

In addition, as believers we also have the Holy Spirit (God)
dwelling in us (1 Corinthians 3:10).

Guard, through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, the treasure which has
been entrusted to you. — 2 Timothy 1:14

So being physically in the presence of Jesus is not the issue. You
can’t get away from the presence of Jesus. God is omnipresent,
meaning He is always present with everyone. And believers are united
with Christ and have the Holy Spirit dwelling within them.

What Does It Mean Then, To Be In God’s Presence?

Scripture talks about being in the presence of God in a number
of different ways. (Please see the appendices for more detailed
descriptions.) These include:

e Being in God's presence in heaven.
e Being in the temple or tabernacle, where God's glory resides.
e Being physically with Jesus when He walked on the earth.

e [Experiencing a theophany. A theophany is when God
appears to someone, or a group of people, by taking on a
physical appearance. Adam and Eve experienced the first
theophany when they heard God walking in the garden. The
Jews leaving Egypt where lead by a pillar of fire at night and a
pillar of cloud during the day. These both are theophanies.

e [Experiencing a dream or vision, or the reality of entering
God’s throne room. (Isaiah 6, Revelation 1)
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Except for joining God in heaven when we die, these types of
experiences do not happen in our present time. The temple does not
exist; Jesus will not return until the end of the Tribulation time; and
we have God’s word in scripture, so theophanies, dreams, and visions
are no longer needed. This leaves only one way in which we
“experience” the presence of God in our daily lives. It is...

We are always in the presence of God. We have knowledge of
God's presence when we are notice that God is involved with
the life of an individual, group, or a nation.

In these instances there is no visible manifestation of God's
presence, but His presence is known through our recognizing
His actions to either bless or pour out His wrath (curse). An
example of this type of the “presence of God” is the Old
Testament book of Esther. God is never mentioned in this
book. No one ever prays. There is no worship nor crying out
to God. There is nothing said about God. Yet, you can see
the hand of God working, bringing about the preservation of
the Jewish nation. The presence of God is very evident.

In Jesus Calling Sarah Young describes God’s presence as feeling
like a warm mist. Others say it is a feeling of pure love... it feels like
being enveloped in love. However, the one thing God's presence is
not, is a feeling. We cannot feel God's presence and scripture never
describes God’s presence as a feeling.

God is always present, by the way, He's omnipresent. He doesn't come and
He doesn't go. So you certainly conldn't feel His presence. You may have felt
J0y. You may have felt sorrow over sin. You may have felt guilt over your
iniguity. You may have felt convicted. You could have felt those kinds of
things in human emotion, as the word of God penetrates your heart, and you
see glorious truth, you rejoice as it penetrates your heart, and you come up
short, you feel sorrow. - John MacArthur Is a feeling of God's
Presence an Indication of True Worship?

http://tinyutl.com/zcn2j36
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The Experience of Physically Coming into God's Presence

There are examples in scripture of people physically coming into
God’s presence. What happens? How do they feel? They are
described as experiencing two things:

1 They immediately know God is good and they are not.

2. This results in feelings of fear, awe, total unworthiness, and
the need to worship. People who experience God’s presence in
this way fall on their face. In Daniel’s case, in Daniel 8:18 he fell
on his face and passed out.

Now as he was speaking with me, 1 was in a deep sleep on my face toward
the ground: but he touched me, and set me upright. — Daniel 8:18

As the appearance of the rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the
appearance of the surrounding radiance. Such was the appearance of the
likeness of the glory of the LLORD. And when I saw it, I fell on my face. —
Ezekiel 1:28

When 1 saw Him, 1 fell at His feet like a dead man. — John describing
what happened when he saw God in Revelation 1:17

Unworthy sinner and fear... those are what it feels like to come
into the physical presence of God. As we’ve seen, that’s nothing like
what Jesus Always describes.

We’re Always In The presence of God

In the quote on the previous page MacArthur makes an
important point: God is always present. You are never out of God’s
presence. You cannot hide from God.

What we call “the presence of God” is not something that results
from our entering into His presence. It has to do with our knowledge
of God. As we know more about God, and see Him working, we
then are more “aware” that God is always present and always active.
It is our knowledge of God and His actions that we call
“experiencing the presence” of God.
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As you experience the range of human emotion in response to the Word of
God, the Spirit of God uses those emotions to work on your heart. But,
Jeeling God's presence doesn't exist. Because God can't be felt. He is a spirit.
So when people say I felt the presence of the Lord, that's probably not an
accurate representation of what they felt. They have felt convicted by the
Word, or rejoice over the truth, nothing more than that is possible since you
can't feel God. - John MacArthur, Is a feeling of God's presence an
indication of true worship? http://tinyutl.com/zcn2j36

As with many other words, the New Age has co-opted the phrase
“aware of god” such that it means one thing to a Christian and
another to a New Ager. So we need to be careful with this phrase.
Here is the difference.

The Bible — We become aware of God’s presence as a result of
reading scripture and God working in us or through us, or His
actions being manifested in other ways. Our awareness of His
presence comes as a result of knowledge and His actions.

New Age — We come aware of god’s Presence within us by
creating silence within us. The silence then allows us to “hear”
god. Or we become aware of god’s presence through a mystical
experience that activates our feelings.

How Do We “Come Into” God’s Presence Today?

You cannot come into God’s presence, in the sense of truly
being aware of God working in your life, unless you are a born-again
Christian. If you are not born again, although you may feel close to
god, your sin keeps you separated from God. Without the blood of
Jesus what you are feeling is the presence of something, but it’s not

God. Only someone who is saved can experience the true presence
of God.

“We not only have to come through Him—uwe must also realize that
we come through His broken body and through His shed blood. Only
one living way has been made for us, and that is the way upon the cross
on Calvary's hill. The only thing that brings us into the presence of
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God, says the anthor of the Epistle to the Hebrews, is "the bood of
Jesus' (10:19).” - - Seeking The Face of God, Martyn Lloyd-
Jones, US Edition 2005, page 45

As I mentioned, the book of Esther is an interesting book. It’s a
story of God’s presence. The entire Jewish nation is about to be
exterminated as the centuries long battle between the Agagites and
Israel comes to a culmination. As the story progresses we see God
rescue Israel through a series of providential actions. However God
is never mentioned in this book. Why?

The main characters in the story are secular Jews. They have no
relationship with God. The result is they are not experiencing the
presence of God—and this is represented by God not being
mentioned in this book. God is still present and active, but non-
believers are not aware of His presence.

How does this compare with entering the presence of Jesus as
described in Jesus Always? Here are a few examples from the February
3rd Jesus Ahways devotion.

“Let My Joyous Presence envelop you—permeating you through and
through. As you delight in My nearness, time seems to slow down—
enhancing your enjoyment of Me.”

“Speak My Name to remind yourself I am near, ready to help you.”
“Come freely into My loving Presence, letting your heart rejoice in Me.”

“As My follower, you can whisper, speak, or sing My Name with confidence
that 1 am listening. This draws you closer to Me and helps you find strength
in My Presence.”

None of these statements are Biblical. They ate all Hindu/New
Age mysticism. For example, nowhere in scripture are we ever told to
speak or whisper the name of Jesus in order to draw closer to Him.
Scripture never tells us to let His Presence envelope us like a warm
mist as described by Sarah Young in the introduction to Jesus Calling.
These are mystical New Age practices. Don’t get involved with these!

What does scripture say? How do we become aware of the
presence of Jesus?

1. By repenting and trusting Jesus Christ as your saviof.
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2. By reading and studying His word in Scripture (knowledge).
3. Through obedience (righteousness and service).

Compare the Jesus Always quotes with what Martin Lloyd Jones
writes about the presence of God:

“The real desire of his heart, and he puts it therefore in this expressive
langnage, is, ‘My soul thirsteth for God... my flesh longeth for thee.” The
whole man is involved; there is nothing about him that is not, in this way,
longing and thirsting for the presence of God.

This is always a mark of the children of God. The desire for an intimate
knowledge of God the Father is the biggest and most important thing in
their lives; it is of greater importance to them than anything else whatsoever,
and therefore they are more concerned about it than anything else.” —
Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Seeking The Face of God, US Edition 2005,
pages 105-106

Did you notice what he said? He says that a believer’s whole
person desires God’s presence. And how does he describe this
desire? It is a desire for an intimate knowledge of God. The
presence of God and knowledge of God are directly linked. Why? If
you don’t know God, you have no way to recognize His presence.
The better you know Him, the more you will be aware of His
presence.

Do you long for a deep, intimate knowledge of God? That type
of knowledge does not come from a mystical experience. It does not
come from whispering Jesus’ name, and trying to let the Presence of

Jesus envelop you. It can only come from knowing scripture, and
thus knowing God.

OBEDIENCE (righteousness and service)
There is a second part to being aware of the presence of God.
You must put your knowledge into action. If you are not obeying

scripture, you are not believing scripture. And if you do not believe
scripture, you do not know God.
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Obeying scripture is called righteousness. When we think of
righteousness we often think of obeying the moral law, such as the
Ten Commandments. And that is part of righteousness. The Ten
Commandments describe God’s character, and as bearers of God’s
image, we are to reflect His character.

Reflecting God’s character means you are to love God and love
our neighbor. That means you are to help others with their true
needs. Through service to others you will more vividly be aware of
the presence of God as He works in you and through you, as well as
directly impacting the lives of others, as you serve others.

If you love Me, you will keep My commandments. — John 14:5

He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me;
and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and 1 will love him and
will disclose Myself to him. — John 14:21

If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have
kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His Jove. — John 15:10
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CHAPTER 12
WHAT KEEPS US FROM GOD’S PRESENCE?

God may feel distant, even if I am a close friend of His. David, who was
called “a man after God's own heart” even felt far from God at times.
Many of the Psalms he wrote beg God to make His presence felt. .. .1 have
Sound in my life that when God feels distant it is almost always becanse 1
am pushing Him away. My sin has driven a wedge between myself and
Him. — Tim Challies, Day Fourteen — When God Seems Distant,
http://tinyutl.com/354w5zx

Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order
that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord; - Acts
3:19

If we want to be in the presence of God, shouldn’t we find out

what it is that separates us from God? We can then avoid those
things that separate us from God. Plus, I have a couple of questions I
think need answering: Why are there times when God seems far
away? What if I’'ve never felt close to God? Do Christians experience
depression? So let’s get some answers.

John Wesley’s Story

John Wesley was ordained at the age of 22. In college he formed

and led a holiness club and a serious Bible study group. He scheduled
his time so that he prayed for a few minutes every hour.
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His desire was to be obedient to God. He served others with
zeal. He gave away every penny he could spare to help the poor. He
visited the sick and poor in their homes. He regularly went to a near-
by prison, distributing food and teaching them to read, and then to
read the catechism. He set up a school, helping to pay the teachet's
salary from his own pocket. What did Wesley and his Bible study
group get for all the good they were doing? They were ridiculed,
scoffed at, and held in contempt by other students. But Wesley
persevered.

He traveled to the American colonies where he preached and
shared the gospel. People were saved, trusting in Christ as their
Savior. His prayers were considered as having power, because people
saw God answer them.

But on the return trip his ship was caught in a major storm and
Wesley was terrified. He noticed that a group of Moravians were not
afraid. They were trusting God to protect them. Wesley realized they
had something he didn’t have... that he never had... the inner peace
that Christians have... he was and had always been separated from
God Wesley recognized that he, himself, was not saved.

On May 24th 1738, shortly after returning from his ministry in
the colonies, while hearing a reading of Luthet's Preface to Romans,
at about quarter to 9 in the evening, John Wesley felt a change in his
heart and he knew he was finally saved.

John Wesley's eatly life puts most Christians today to shame.
Yet, as he freely admitted, he was not saved. We are fallen and are so
easy to deceive. Do as scripture says, test yourself (2 Corinthians
13:5). If Wesley had died before 9 PM on May 24, 1738, in spite of all
the “good”: he had done, he would have heard Jesus say, “I never knew
you.” (Matthew 7:23).

Sin Separates Us from God

I’'m now going to reveal to you something you will not read
about in Jesus Abhways: 1t is a clear fact of scripture: sin separates us
from God. None of the “good” works an unsaved person does
brings them any closer to God. Praying, bible studies and going to
church do not bring the unrepentant any closer to god. Quieting your
mind and bathing yourself in the Peace of God does not bring you
any closer to God. If you want to be close to God... if you want to
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become aware of the presence of Jesus, you need to deal with the
problem of sin.

But your iniquities [sin| have made a separation between you and your
God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so that He does not
hear. — Isaiah 59:2

These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of
the Lord and from the glory of His power. — 2 Thessalonians 1:9

The only way the problem of sin can be solved is through the
cross. It's very straightforward: if you have the same problem John
Wesley had—you are not a born again Christian—you are living in
sin and are separated from God.

Do not be amazed that I said to youn, “You must be born again.” — John
3:7

I've met some people who have said, ‘T never want to be one of
THOSE born again Christians.”

Yes, there are some born again Christians who do not act in a
Christ-like manner. There are also many people calling themselves
“born again Christians,” when in fact they are not Christian at all.
Jesus warns us that on judgment day there will be many people who
stand before Him thinking they are Christians, and they will hear
Jesus say, “I never knew you.”

Many will say to Me on that day, “Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in
Your name, and in Y our name cast out demons, and in Y our name perform
many miracles?” And then 1 will declare to them, “1 never knew you; depart
from Me, you who practice lawlessness.” — Matthew 7:22-23

Notice it's not just a few who will stand before Jesus thinking
they are Christians, but MANY, and they will even present evidence
to Jesus supposedly proving they are Christian... yet Jesus will say, ‘T
never knew you; depart from me.”
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Back To Basics: What Does Born Again Mean?

The phrase "born again" literally means "born from above." Nicodemus
(John 3:3-7) had a real need. He needed a change of his heart—a spiritnal
transformation. New birth, being born again, is an act of God whereby
eternal life is imparted to the person who believes (2 Corinthians 5:17;
Titus 3:5; 1 Peter 1:3; 1 Jobn 2:29; 3:9; 4:7; 5:1-4, 18). Jobhn 1:12, 13
indicates that being "born again' also carries the idea of "becoming children
of God"" through trust in the name of Jesus Christ. —

http:/ /www.gotquestions.org/born-again.html

To be born again means that God has given you a new heart... a
new attitude toward God, a new way of thinking, and a new life. You
are, literally, not the same person you were before.

You are born again the moment you repent and trust in Jesus
Christ as your Savior... recognizing that as the one and only God,
Jesus is the only one who can save you.

I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ
lives in me; and 'the life which 1 now live in the flesh 1 live by faith in the
Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. — Galatians 2:20

Those who are not born again are separated from God by their
sin. That’s not good. So let’s deal with this problem. If you are truly a
born again Christian what I’'m about to say will match perfectly with
what you believe. It you disagree with any of the following, you may
be a Matthew 7 “Christian” and you need to repent and place your
trust in Jesus alone.

Back To Basics: Sin Is The Problem

First you need to know you are a sinner. When I ask people on
the street the question, “Why should God let you into heaven?” the most
common answer is, “Because I'n a good person.” (see the Good Person
Test at: www.911Christ.com). But is that true? Are you truly a good
person? Scripture says no, you are not!

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. - Romans 3:23
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Who is a sinner? The word Paul uses is “all.” We all are sinners.

The way to know yourself a sinner is not to compare yourself with other
peaple; it is to come face to face with the Law of God. Well, what is God's
Law? Thou shalt not kill, thou shalt not steal? “I have never done that,
therefore I am not a sinner.” But, my friend, that is not the Law of God in
its entirety. Would you like to know what the Law of God is? Here it is—
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul
and with all thy mind and with all thy strength: this is the first
commandment. And the second is like, namely this, Thous shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself” (Mark 12:30,31 KJ1/). Forget all about drunkards
and their like, forget all the people you read about in the press at the present
time. Here is the test for you and me: Are you loving God with all your
being? If you are not, you are sinner. - Martin Lloyd-Jones, Spiritual
Depression, Its Causes and Cure, 1965, page 30

Martyn Lloyd-Jones talks about loving God. What does it mean
“to love God?” Jesus is not talking about a feeling. To love God
means to obey Him. That's why in Matthew 7 when Jesus tells the
false Christians to depart from Him, He gives the reason as being
because they practice lawlessness:

I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice
lawlessness. — Matthew 7:23

To be practicing lawlessness means you are not obeying Jesus
and you do not love Jesus. Obedience to God and loving God are
one and the same in scripture.

If you love Me, you will keep My commandments. — John 14:14

He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; -
John 14:21

But, I just said that we all disobey God, we are all sinners. That
means we are all heading for hell... turned away by Jesus with the
wortds, “I never knew you.”
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But Wait! There is Good News!

Two thousand years ago Jesus died on the cross. But, He did
more than just died physically. God poured out His full wrath on
Jesus for everything you've done wrong... for every way and every
time you've disobeyed God... in the past, present and future You
have earned the penalty of God's wrath, and. Jesus has fully paid that
penalty on your behalf.

If you believe this is true, and you repent (turn away from
disobeying Jesus), trusting that Jesus has truly paid your penalty for
disobeying Him in full, then your debt is paid and you will enter
heaven free from sin.

If you do not believe Jesus died on the cross to pay your penalty
for sin... if you do not trust that Jesus paid it all... then you must pay
your penalty for sin yourself. That penalty is eternity in hell under the
wrath of God.

So how do you know this is true? How do you know there truly
is life after physical death?

There is no doubt Jesus died on the cross. The Romans were
experts at crucifixion. They knew their work and they did it well.
Jesus was dead and buried, with the tomb guarded to prevent anyone
from stealing the body.

But then... on the third day after his crucifixion, the tomb was
empty. Jesus had risen. He is alive! For the next 40 days He walked
with people, He talked with people. They touched His wounds. This
was not something done in secret. There were hundreds of eye-
witnesses. Jesus' resurrection proves everything He said is true. There
is life after physical death, if you trust in Him to save you from the
just penalty for our breaking Gods laws.

Are You Trusting Jesus? No? Do it Today.

“Have you ever realized who God is? Everything in connection with religion
is about Him. Christ came into the world and died? Why? To bring us to
God. 1t's all about God. 1t is not some comfortable feeling that you and I
have to strive for; it is not having your body healed or a thousand and one
other things. The whole object of Christ and His death upon the cross, His
burial, and His resurrection is to bring us to God. And the ultimate test of
our profession of the Christian faith is our thoughts about God, onr attitude
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in His presence, our reverence and godly fear becanse onr God is a
consuming fire.” - Seeking The Face of God, Martyn Lloyd-Jones,
US Edition 2005, pages 36-37

One final thought: is it possible to not be saved (not be a born
again Christian) and still experience the presence of God? Yes, it is.
The Book of Revelation describes non-Christians experiencing the
presence of God. From powerful political leaders and generals, to the
everyday man on the street, this is how they responded:

“Then the kings of the earth and the great men and the commanders and the
rich and the strong and every slave and free man bid themselves in the caves
and among the rocks of the mountains; and they said to the mountains and
to the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the presence of Him
who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; for the great
day of their wrath bas come, and who is able to stand?” — Revelation
6:15-17

Non-Christians will experience the presence of God. They will
experience God’s wrath for sin and desperately try to hide from the
presence of God.

Christians also experience the presence of God, but being aware
of God’s presence is limited by sin. Sin, even for believers, causes a
separation from God. So how do believers deal with sin and draw
closer to God? Through repentance and confession. Repent... turn
away from sin. And confess your sin to God.
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CHAPTER 13
AMERICA — MOVING AWAY FROM THE
PRESENCE OF GOD

Let’s take a little side trip. This has nothing to do with Jesus
Abways, but it has everything to do with the presence of God. Nations
experience the presence of God to greater or lesser degrees. Nations
are made up of people, and when those people turn away from God,
God then withdraws his presence from them.

How Does This Work?

Let’s read Romans chapter 1. It describes what is happening in
America, and many other countries, right now. Note that in the quote
from Romans I’'ve put three phrases in bold. God is saying, because
people behaved a certain way, therefore He will turn them over (or
give them over) to their sin. What does this mean? It means that God
withdraws His blessing... the Holy Spirit withdraws part of His
restraining power over sin, and this allows sin to increase. This is
exactly what we are seeing happening today.

The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness
and wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, since
what may be known about God is plain to them, becanse God has made it
plain to them. For since the creation of the world God's invisible gnalities—
his eternal power and divine nature—bhave been clearly seen, being
understood from what has been made, so that people are withont excuse.
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For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave
thantks to bim, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were
darkened. Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools and
exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like a
mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles.

Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to
sexcual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. They
exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served created
things rather than the Creator—mwho is forever praised. Amen.

Because of this, God gave them over o shameful lusts. Even their
women exchanged natural sexual relations for unnatural ones. In the same
way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were
inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed shameful acts with other
men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their error.

Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to
retain the knowledge of God, so God gave them over to a
depraved mind, so that they do what onght not to be done. They have become
Silled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full
of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, slanderers, God-
haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they
disobey their parents; they have no understanding, no fidelity, no love, no
mercy. Although they know God'’s righteous decree that those who do such
things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also
approve of those who practice them.—Romans 1:18-32

Yes, things in America are getting really crazy. Why? Because of
the sin of the people in America, God is withdrawing His presence
from America. Or another way to put this is that God is withdrawing
His blessings. God is withdrawing His hand of protection. These all
mean the same thing.

Sin separates us from God, both individually and as a nation.
When we as a nation turn away from God, He withdraws His
presence (His blessings) from us as a nation.

On an individual basis, when there is an unrepentant sinner who
is a believer, how are we to treat them? We are to give them three
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chances to turn from their sin. This is the church discipline process
(Matthew 18:15-17):

1. Go to them individually and show them their sin.

2. Take one or two other people with you and show them
their sin.

3. Take it before the church so others can show them their
sin.

If they don’t repent and turn from their sin after these three
steps, they are to be treated as an unbeliever.

4. Treat that person as a non-believer. The Biblical
instruction is to remove the influence of the church and
turn them over to their sin. In other words, turn them
over to Satan (1 Corinthians 5:5)

God does the same with nations. When the people of a nation
continue in unrepentant sin, God treats them as unbelievers. How?
By withdrawing His protection and removing the influence of the
church.

Remember, we are in a spiritual war. It is only through the
power of the Holy Spirit that we can be victorious. It is the
protection of God (His blessings) that keeps Satan and sin at bay. So
as God withdraws His protection, the influence of Satan increases. ..
and things get crazy.

We are experiencing the growing wrath of God now as He
withdraws His blessing from America. The solution is to turn to
Jesus and live in obedience to Him. This is something only believers
can do, and that means we must tell others about sin, the cross, and
what Jesus has done in our lives. Why? So they will repent and turn
away from disobeying God. When large numbers of people do this,
God's blessings® on America will increase.

8 - God'’s blessing does not necessarily mean peace, prosperity and freedom. What it means is living
in obedience to God. God may be using those people to do things that bring, or even require,
conflict and a loss of prosperity and freedom. What they will have is unending joy.
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CHAPTER 14
WHY DOESN’T JESUS
UNDERSTAND SCRIPTURE?
MAY 29™

Before we go to the next topic, Martyn Lloyd-Jones’ tests for
false teaching, let’s take a few minutes to look at the words of “Jesus”
in another Jesus Ahways devotion, the one for May 29" where “Jesus”
says:

THANK ME JOYFULLY for forgiving a// your sins—past,
present, and future; known and unknown. Forgiveness is your
greatest need, and I have met that need perfectly—forever! I am
the eternal 1ife that was with the Father and has appeared to you. — Jesus
Always, May 29"

It really gets to me that a single word is italicized, “z/.” That
indicates this word is quoted from the Bible. I'm sorry, but I can’t
help asking this... which verse is the source of this quote? The word
“all” is not used (that I could find) in any of the four references at the
bottom of the devotion. It is used over 4,500 times in the Bible. For
this quote of the word “a/,” what is the context? (For those who
don’t see it, I'm being sarcastic. It’s ridiculous to “quote” a single
word.)

Okay, let’s get to the important statement in this devotion. The
phrase I want to start with is not a scripture quote. Notice that
“Jesus” says:
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Forgiveness is your greatest need... - Jesus Always, May 29th

Is that true? Is forgiveness truly your greatest need? Let’s first
look at this from the perspective of the non-believer.

What is the Greatest Need of a Non-believer?

Our greatest need as a non-believer was for our debt for sin to
be paid. We needed Jesus’ work on the cross. When we repent and
trust Jesus we receive everything else: salvation, forgiveness,
justification, atonement, reconciliation, propitiation and regeneration.

Imagine you’ve broken into an expensive house, stolen
everything of value, and totally destroyed everything else, including
every family picture and video. And you not only killed the dog, you
murdered the women and children living there. Unfortunately for you
it was all recorded by a hidden security camera.

The police find you, and now you are in court. The judge gives
the verdict... guilty. And then he says, “I forgive you.” It turns out it
was the judge’s home and it was his family you murdered. And he
forgives you. Amazing]

Does that mean you go free? No, of course not. You still must
pay the penalty for what you’ve done wrong. Otherwise there is no
justice. A judge, who lets a law-breaker go free, is not a good judge.
Forgiveness does not eliminate the need for justice.

God is good judge. He is just. Yes, He offers forgiveness, but
there also must be justice. The penalty for sin must be paid. A
nonbeliever’s greatest need is for the cross. Then, as a result of your
penalty for sin being paid, you also receive forgiveness (and
justification, and reconciliation, and regeneration, etc.).

What is a Believer’s Greatest Need?
Jesus Always appears to have been written for believers, so let's
look at this devotion from that perspective. With Jesus’ death on the

cross the penalty for all your sins has been paid and you are forgiven.
The May 29" Jesus Always devotion says:
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Because you believe in Me as your Savior-God, you have
everlasting Life. Let this amazing promise fill you with Joy (capital
“1”) and drive out fear of the future. — Jesus Ahways, May 29"

Except for the capital “J,” that’s a true statement about the cross
and the effect the cross has on our lives. So, if this is true, why is our
greatest need still for forgiveness?

If our greatest need is for forgiveness, apparently there is some
aspect of forgiveness we do not have as believers. But, “Jesus” says
he has already perfectly met that need (see the quote at the beginning
of the chapter). Okay... that’s a little confusing. (Keep in mind 1
Corinthians 14:33, which states that God is not a God of confusion.)

What we are seeing here is something that is common in New
Age teaching... statements that sound very good and spiritual, but
when you actually try to understand what they say... it’s nothing
more than doublespeak.

Maybe if we list the actual information in the May 29" devotion
we can make sense of this:

e Forgiveness is your greatest need: since it is a need, it
is something you do not have, or maybe you do not have
it in its fullness. Before we go to the next statement keep
in mind this is Jesus speaking. Jesus is God. He is
perfect, including being perfect in the specific words he
uses. That means declarative statements, like the ones we
are reading here, are to be taken literally.

e I have met that need perfectly: Jesus has fully met
your need for forgiveness. So it is no longer a need. This
contradicts the first statement which said forgiveness is
our greatest need.

e How can we know Jesus has “met that need
perfectly?” Because he is “the eternal Life that was with the
Father and has appeared to you.” (This is a paraphrase of 1
John 1:2)) What does that mean? Has Jesus actually
appeared to you? If you believe in New Age theology, of
course Jesus has appeared to you. Everything is Jesus
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(God) and Jesus is everything. But, if you believe in the
Bible... no, Jesus has not appeared to you.

The paraphrasing used by Jesus Always has changed the meaning
of 1 John 1:2. The word “you” at the end of the quote is the word
“us” in the original. In the original John is speaking. He is giving his
credentials as an apostle by listing four ways, some of them multiple
times; he has perceived the word of life with his physical senses. The
four are highlighted in bold in the quote below. Here is what the
original says, in its context:

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we
have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our
hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life.
The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to
you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us.
We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also
may have fellowship with us. - 1 John 1:1-3a NIV

John is saying, “You can trust what I say, and have fellowship
with me, because I’'m an eye-witness. I was there. I heard Jesus reveal
the gospel (referred to here as “eternal life”) with my own ears. When
I testify about the word of life (Jesus), you can be confident it is the
truth.”

The way Jesus Ablvays has paraphrased this verse makes “Jesus”
say that you were an eye-witness to Jesus. Yes, that would make you
very special, but Jesus (the word of life) has not appeared to you.

Yes, forgiveness was a need before you were saved. Yes, that
need was met perfectly by Jesus through His death on the cross. But,
if you are truly a believer in Jesus Christ as your savior, why is Jesus
Always saying forgiveness is still your greatest need and promising
something you already have? As I said, this devotion makes no sense.

13

Let’s look at a couple of questions:
Do Believers Need Additional Forgiveness?

The answer is no. You have complete forgiveness of all your
sins, past, present and future. As a believer forgiveness is not one of
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your needs ... you already have it. But, what about 1 John 1:9 in
which John tells believers:

If we confess onr sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us onr sins and
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

What John is saying is that the characteristic of confessing sins is
a defining characteristic of a believer. If you are someone who is
confessing your sins to God, then you are someone who already has
total forgiveness and the righteousness of God has already been
given to you through the cross. John is not saying you need
forgiveness and thus must confess your sins. He is saying that
because you confess your sins, that action shows you were already
forgiven when you became a believer.

What John is actually saying here about confession is that since believers are

Jforgiven, they will regularly confess their sins, agreeing with God abont sin—
they acknowledge its reality and affirm that it is a transgression of His law
and a violation of His will, the presence of which the truly penitent seek to
eliminate from their lives. ... Stated another way, their forgiveness is not
because of their ongoing confession, but their ongoing pattern of penitence and
confession is because of their forgiveness and transformation. - John
MacArthur, New Testament Commentary, 1-3 John, 2007, page
39

What Is A Believer’s Greatest Need?

It’s time to get to the heart of the matter. Jesus Always says that,
as a believer, forgiveness is your greatest need. What does scripture
say?

Let’s look at Paul’s letters which contain many prayers for
believers. If forgiveness was our greatest need, I’d think Paul would
be praying for that need. I have all 42 of Paul’s prayers compiled in a
single Word document and printed out. (They take five pages.) I
don’t see that he asks for forgiveness for believers in any of them.
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What Does Paul Pray For?

In Paul’s prayers you see that he prays for the specific needs of
various churches and people. For example, his prayers include asking
God to provide increasing knowledge of God; to give discernment;
and to give wisdom, unity, endurance, and righteousness. But he
never prays for God to give forgiveness. If this was a believer’s
greatest need, you’d think it would show up in at least one of Paul’s
prayers for believers. But, it doesn't.

What are believer’s greatest needs? It varies based on their
situation. Here is a sampling of Paul’s prayers:

Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians:

I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know
what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His
inberitance in the saints, and what is the surpassing greatness of His power
toward us who believe. — Ephesians 1:18-19a

Paul’s prayer for the Philippians:

And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real
knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve the things that are
excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless 'until the day of Christ. —
Philippians 1:9-10

Paul’s prayer for the Colossians:

For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray
Sor you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in
all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that youn will walk in a manner
worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good
work and increasing in the knowledge of God. — Colossians 1:9-10

Paul’s prayer for the Thessalonians:

May the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for one another, and
Sor all people, just as we also do for you; so that He may establish your
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hearts without blame in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of
our Lord Jesus with all His saints. — 1 Thessalonians 3:12-13

Paul mentions the need for knowledge in three of these four
prayers, but forgiveness is never mentioned. Either he is totally
unaware of a believer’s need for forgiveness, or Jesus Always got it
wrong. Who are you going to believe? Paul or Jesus Always? (I chose
Paul)) This is becoming very irritating. The “Jesus” of Jesus Ahways
just does not understand scripture. And I’'m not looking for the worst
of the devotions. These are basically random devotions.

P.S. — I wasn’t going to mention this, but Jesus Always again
contradicts itself. We’ve been talking about the May 29th devotion
saying our greatest need is forgiveness. BUT, I just happened to
notice that in the August 9" devotion “Jesus” says: “I know what you
need most: to be still in My Presence. Take some deep breaths, and fix your gaze
on Me.” (That sounds like New Age practicing the Presence.) So
which is it? What do we need most? If it is forgiveness, we should be
repenting, and turning to Jesus as our Savior. If it is the feeling and
experience of the Presence of Jesus, then we should be sitting in
stillness and using New Age practices to come into the Presence of
“Jesus.” Come on Jesus, make up your mind.

P.S. Again — Here is yet another one, May 9"... “Your deepest
need is to lean on, trust in, and be confident in Me. So, which of
these is what we most need? How can you even consider trusting this
“Jesus” to teach you?

A Jesus who contradicts himself IS NOT the Jesus of the bible!

93



SHOULD YOU RUN FROM JESUS ALWAYS?

94



WHAT ARE THE CHARACTERISTICS OF FALSE TEACHING?

CHAPTER 15
WHAT ARE THE CHARACTERISTICS
OF FALSE TEACHING?

We’ve looked at several devotions and have seen that the “Jesus”
of Jesus Always does not understand scripture. That’s enough reason
to throw away your copy of Jesus Always. Why would you want to be
reading error as a part of your daily devotions? I wouldn’t.

We’ve looked at the practices promoted by Jesus Abhvays and have
seen that many of them are based in New Age spirituality. That also,
just on its own, is enough reason to throw away your copy of Jesus
Abways.

Just to be generous and allow every opportunity for Jesus Always
to vindicate itself, let’s try one more approach to determining
whether or not Jesus Always is false teaching.

As I stated earlier, false teaching can be very difficult to detect. It
can be very close to truth, as well as being surrounded by and even
buried in truth. It’s like the example I gave earlier about a large bowl
of Skittles with some of them having been injected with poison. It's
very hard to pick out the poisoned Skittles, and impossible to know
that you got them all. So there is no way you’d eat from that bowl.

It’s the same with Christian teaching. But now here's an important
question: how can we identify a bowl of Christian teaching that has
some poison in it? I’ve shown you two ways:

1. Jesus Abvays has teaching that contradicts scripture.

2. Jesus Ahways includes anti-Christian New Age teaching.
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A Bible Test From An Outside Expert

In his book “Studies in the Sermon on the Mount” D. Martyn Lloyd-
Jones lays out six characteristics of false teaching. Not all false
teachers exhibit all six, and some false teachers may have none of
these characteristics. But, these do serve as a good rule-of-thumb that
can be used to help us identify false teaching.

I went to Martyn Lloyd-Jones for these criteria because I wanted
criteria that were not influenced by my biases. I was looking for
criteria established by an independent expert who had not read, nor
even heard of Jesus Calling, Jesus Always, or Sarah Young. My point is
that ’'m not picking and choosing a criteria in such a way as to make
Jesus Always look bad.

I’d also like to note that typically we would not evaluate a
teacher based on one book. That book might not fully represent that
teacher’s teaching. However, in this case Jesus Ahways has more
Biblical doctrine, by far, than any of Sarah Young’s other books. For
example, Jesus Calling easily fails on all six points listed here—it does
not even come close to meeting any of them. So the only hope that
any of Martyn Lloyd-Jones’ criteria are met, lies fully with Jesus
Abways.

Is it fair to test a devotional book using these criteria?

Yes, it is fair to test Jesus Always using these criteria. Jesus Always
is a devotional specifically written to train believers in how to live and
become closer to Jesus. It is also a book intended to help you grow
spiritually and train you in how to handle your daily difficulties in a
Biblical manner. Basically you could say this is a book about
sanctification, and training you to be more like “Jesus.” How do I
know this? Because “Jesus” says so. The following four quotes from
Jesus Always are representative (I've added the bold emphasis.):

“I AM TRAINING You not only to endure your difficulties
but to transform them into Glory” — Jesus Always, March 21%

“I am training you to keep your focus on My Presence in the
present.” — Jesus Ahways, November 7"
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“I am training you fo be made new in the attitude of your mind, to put
on the new self.” - Jesus Ahways, May Tth

“I am training you not only to seek My Face and follow My lead
but to enjoy this adventure of abandoning yourself to Me.” —
Jesus Always, June 12

You are being trained by the devotions in Jesus Always. So my
question is... do you want to be trained in New Age practices, or do
you want Biblical training? In the next six chapters we’ll evaluate
whether or not the training you are receiving from Jesus Always, meets
the minimum requirements for being Biblical.
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CHAPTER 16
FALSE TEACHING:
#1 — LACK OF DOCTRINE

Number 1 — There is a Vagueness and Absence of Doctrine

It does not like doctrinal preaching it is always so vague. .. The false prophet
very rarely tells you anything about the holiness, the righteousness, the justice,
and the wrath of God. He always preaches about the love of God, but those
other things he does not mention. e never makes anyone tremble as he thinks
of this holy and august Being. — D. Martyn Lloyd Jones, Studies in the
Sermon on the Mount, 1976, pages 501-502

What I’ll be looking for in Jesus Abhvays is for Sarah Young to talk
about the holiness, the righteousness, the justice, and the wrath of
God in a way that actually says something specific about these
attributes. These are all foundational to Christianity. Let’s look at
each one:

God's Holiness

When Martyn Lloyd-Jones says false prophets tell you nothing
about the holiness of God, he does not mean they never mention the
word “holy.” False teachers love using spiritual words such as “holy,”
but they don’t talk about holiness. They never tell you what it means
to be holy.

We have a holy God, meaning that He is separate. For example
God is separate from His creation. It also means God is separate
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from all that is evil and wickedness. He is separate from sin. This is
the moral aspect of holiness. It is logical. Being separate from all sin
means there must be moral purity.

Therefore, listen to me, you men of understanding. Far be it from God to do
wickedness, and from the Almighty to do wrong. — Job 34:10

One of the first people to read this book asked a question: how
can God be omnipresent, meaning He is everywhere, and also be
separate from His creation? That’s a good question. The answer is
because... He is not like us.

A term we’ll need to know is “transcendence.” It means God is
separate from His creation and not dependent on it in any way. God
is also immanent, as R. C. Sproul explains in one of his devotionals:

He is also immanent, present within the universe that He bas made (Ps. 139:7).
Nevertheless, creation is not God (pantheism), nor does God depend npon it.
Creation, instead, depends upon onr Creator for its continnal existence (Eph.4:4—
6) — R.C. Sproul, Denying God’s Transcendence,
http://tinyurl.com/ju63drp

To say God is separate from His creation (transcendence) means
that when I look at another person, I am not seeing God. Yes, God is
everywhere. At this very moment He sees the nucleus of the atoms
making up that person, but that person is not God and God is not
that person.

New Age means immanentism alone. God is the person and the
person is god. Thus god is a part of His creation, not separate from
it. Do you see what this means? Since god is not separate from his
creation, the New Age (Jesus Abhvays) understanding of holiness is
completely different from the Christian understanding of holiness.

In New Age thinking holiness only includes the moral part of
holiness. For example, they would say, “The Buddhist monk is holy,
he follows the 14 precepts of engaged Buddhism.” This means he is a
good Buddhist monk.

I searched Jesus Always for the words holy and holiness and
found ten devotions where these words are used. I did not find any
devotion that helps us understand God’s holiness or what it means to
be holy.
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God's Righteousness

To be righteous means to be free from sin... to be perfectly
reflecting the righteousness of God. We were created in the image of
God, and thus we should demonstrate the righteousness of God. But
we don’t... we sin (disobey God)... and that means we deserve
destruction.

God cannot just say, “I love you all. Everyone can come into
heaven.” That is neither love nor righteous. What God did was to
say, “I love you. So I will pay the penalty you’ve earned for breaking
the law. I take your punishment on myself so you are free to enter
heaven.” That is righteousness. Speaking about what Christ did on
the cross, Paul wrote:

This [the cross| was to demonstrate His righteousness — Romans 3:25.
God's Justice

A simple definition of justice is: the right and appropriate
consequences for our actions and thoughts. We see this clearly on the
cross. You’ve broken God’s laws, and the penalty for breaking His
laws had to be paid. You deserved the death penalty. God in His
mercy and grace took on Himself the punishment you deserved in
order to pay the penalty you earned for breaking His laws. The Got
Questions web site describes it this way:

His mercy and grace are not in spite of His justice, but because of it. He
loved us so much that despite the fact that our sin demands our death, He
sent His Son to be onr substitute upon the cross, thus demonstrating that
His justice was not violated, but instead satisfied (1 Thessalonians 1:10;
5:9). - http:/ /www.gotquestions.org/God-of-justice.html.

God’s Wrath

The fourth characteristic on the list is God’s wrath. For human
beings, wrath is an emotional response, in many cases anger, because
we think something is wrong or unjust. But, what is God’s wrath?

God’s wrath is His response to our misrepresenting who He is.
We are created in the image of God and should reflect His character.
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For example, the Ten Commandments describe the character of
God. When we don’t reflect God’s character, that is called breaking
His law (sin) and there are consequences. Those consequences are
called God’s wrath. It is the just punishment for sin.

God’s wrath is sometimes poured out in this life. He may use
natural disasters (earthquakes, storms, disease, etc.) or human means
(war, deportations, oppressive government, etc.), or divine means (a
withdrawal of His providential blessings) to bring His wrath for sin
on those living in this earthly realm. God’s wrath is also poured out
on all of those not trusting in Jesus Christ when they die. This post
physical death wrath is sometimes called hell, the lake of burning fire,
the second death, or outer darkness.

What does Jesus Abways say about God’s holiness, righteousness,
justice and wrath? Is there anything in Jesus Calling that would make
someone “fremble as he thinks of this holy and augnst Being?”

Before I start I'd like to point out that I’'m not perfect and I may
have missed some things when reading Jesus Alvays. I've done my
best to be complete and accurate. If you think I’'ve missed anything,
please go to the web site for this book: www.NotJesusAlways.com,
and use the online form to send me your comments. Thank you.

The Holiness of God in Jesus Always

I found nothing about God’s holiness in Jesus Always. Instead,
there is a lot of New Age philosophy, such as talking about the
Presence of Jesus. Belief in Presence is based on the belief that god is
a part of his creation. God is within us as, and is a part of us, and we
are in god and are a part of god. That is why we can come into his
Presence through being quiet. whispering a repetitious prayer, and
focusing on the present. This is exactly the opposite of the holiness
of God.

The Righteousness of God in Jesus Always

The word ‘righteousness” is used in 41 of the devotions. One of
the most significant is October 2™ which opens by saying:

I WILL JUDGE THE WORLD in righteousness and the peoples in
My Truth. — Jesus Always, October 2™
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This is a good example to make an important point. Remember
that false teaching is often buried in Christian words and sometimes
even truth. Finding some nuggets of truth, a few devotions out of
365, that say something good, does not redeem the entire book. It
actually works the other way. Scripture says that a little leaven
permeates all of the dough (Galatians 5:9; 1 Corinthians 5:0))
Meaning a small amount of something bad spoils the entire book. It
doesn’t work the other way around. A small amount of good does
not make the entire book good.

The question for this devotion is, as we continue to read will it
tell us enough about righteousness? As Martyn Lloyd-Jones says, will
we get an understanding of righteousness that, in this case, makes an
non-believer “fremble as he thinks of this holy and angust Being. Let’s
continue reading the October 2™ devotion:

This promise is full of blessing and encouragement. It means
that someday evil will be judged; My perfect justice will finally—
‘and forever—prevaill Because you are My follower, clothed in
My own righteousness, you have nothing to fear. But those who
refuse to trust me as Savior have everything to fear. Someday time
will run out, and My wrath will be terrifying to all who persist in
unbelief.” — Jesus Ahways, October 2™

What is righteousness? It appears to be something God clothes
us with to protect us from His wrath. Why does He do this? What is
the relationship between sin and righteousness? Why does “His own
righteousness” provide protection from god’s wrath? Who gets to be
clothed in righteousness? Ahal We have an answer to this one. His
followers do.

You may know the answers to the questions in the previous
paragraph. Why? Because, it is knowledge you already have. This is a
characteristic of Jesus Calling and New Age teaching in general. It
incorporates vagueness that allows you to fill-in-the-blanks with your
existing knowledge. The result is that, no matter what you believe,
you hear “Jesus” saying things that support your beliefs. Liberal (light
doctrine) Christians hear Jesus say what they want Him to say.
Conservative (doctrine-based) Christians hear what they want to hear.
And the biggest problem is the false converts hear what they want to
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hear, giving them a false assurance. This type of vagueness is
prevalent and very dangerous.

Let’s look at the question, who gets to be clothed in his
righteousness? The answer is right there in Jesus Always... his

followers. It sounds good, but does scripture support this statement?
What about John 6:66?

As a result of this many of His disciples [followers] withdrew and were not
walking with Him anymore.

It seems that being a follower of Jesus does not mean you are
saved. Sometimes followers of Jesus get frustrated and just walk
away.

In 2008 I was in India where we were going door-to-door
sharing the gospel in small villages. It was very successful. I was
present when God saved more 75 people, one-by-one in their homes
over a three day period. But, I had to be careful. Hindus very easily
became a follower of Jesus... adding Him to their vast collection of
other gods.

Being a follower of Jesus gets you nothing, even if you have the
right Jesus. Jesus only clothes those in righteousness who have
repented and are trusting Him as their Lord and Savior.

This devotion is very dangerous. It sounds very good. It sounds
very Biblical. BUT, being told you receive Christ’s righteousness just
by being a follower of Jesus leads to a false assurance of salvation.
That serves as an inoculation against the gospel. A person, thinking
they are saved because they are a follower of Jesus, is believing a false
gospel and they will see no need of the salvation that comes from the
true gospel.

I’d throw away Jesus Always just based on this one poison pill
embedded in the October 2™ devotion.

We don’t need to go any further, but let’s go ahead and finish up
our evaluation based on Martyn Lloyd-Jones’ criteria.

Do you get any understanding at all of righteousness from Jesus
Albways, other than it is something good and to be desired,” Nope.
Crickets... there is nothing here that reveals the nature of
righteousness.
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“Righteonsness: The establishment of a right relationship—primarily
between God and people, secondly between people themselves. Righteousness
25 the fulfillment of just expectations in any relationship.” — Tyndale Bible
Dictionary, 2001, page 1134

Righteousness is barely mentioned in Jesus Always, but Jesus
Always has a major problem related to righteousness. This book is
written with Jesus speaking all of the words of the devotions. The
problem is, based on the evaluations in the previous chapters; the
“Jesus” of Jesus Always is not righteous.

I have demonstrated that this Jesws Always Jesus does not
correctly understand scripture. This means he is a liar. Why? He
claims to be our perfect god. He is supposedly the “Word”
personified. Yet, as we’ve seen, He does not understand scripture.
Instead of being our righteous and holy God, the Jesus of Jesus Ahways
is a fallible and imperfect god. He is a sinner who is not in a right
relationship with God. He is not righteous... which means when he
offers to cloth you in his “righteous,” this “Jesus” has nothing to
cloth you with... it is an empty offer. He has no righteousness.

Is God’s Justice Shown in Jesus Always?

Does Jesus Ahvays talk about the consequences of sin? The word
sin is used in 34 of the devotions. Do any of them mention the
consequences of sin? Nope’.

The October 2™ devotion quoted earlier does say “My wrath will
be terrifying to all who persist in unbelief.” Unbelief is a sin and this is a
true statement. But, why is this true? Why is this just? The same
devotion also says, “... evi/ will be judged. My perfect justice will finallhy—
and forever—prevail!” This sounds good, but what does it mean? What
is “perfect justicer” Why is this “perfect justice” the right and
appropriate consequence for evil? What is evil? This is the best Jesus
Albways has to offer. Do you get any understanding of what evil (or
sin) is, or what justice is? No... none.

What we have in the October 2™ devotion are a lot of Christian
words and phrases, and some truths that are strung together so they

9 - Actually the November 19t devotion mentions a consequence of sin... feeling guilty. But, that’s
not the type of consequence I’'m talking about. I’'m referring to eternal consequences... hell...
eternity in the lake of fire.
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sound good but they do not say anything Satan would not say. In
fact, any Christian, from a very progressive liberal, to a conservative
fundamentalist, can read this and agree with it... reading into it their
own understanding of justice. There is no real doctrine here.

Let’s make one more attempt to get an understanding of Biblical
justice from Jesus Always. Hell is the just and right consequence for
sin. So what can we learn from seeing how the word “hell” is used in
Jesus Abways?

Hell is mentioned in at least four of the devotions. Do any of
those devotions show God’s justice? Nope. Here are some examples:

You are no longer on the pathway to hell; your destination is &
new heaven and a new earth. — Jesus Ahways, November 22nd

I forgive 4/l your sins, changing your ultimate destination from
hell to heaven — Jesus Always, December 16th

Both of these statements about hell are correct. But, they don’t say
anything about God’s justice. There is nothing about the seriousness
of sin. Nothing about the reason hell exists and why it is just.

Don’t let the Christian sounding words fool you. Although both
of the above statements are true, remember that the Biblical error,
the New Age teaching, and the lack of doctrine (vagueness) in Jesus
Albways are surrounded with truth, but it is incomplete. This is typical.
False teachers and false Christs use Christian sounding words and
incomplete truth to make the false teaching easier to swallow.

Does Jesus Always Tell You Anything about God’s Wrath?

God’s wrath is mentioned once in Jesus Always. It’s in the October
2" devotion I discussed previously: ’'m starting to get the impression
this devotion may have been included just to add more of a Biblical
flavor to Jesus Ahways. However, what we’ve been talking about,
holiness, righteousness, justice and God’s wrath should be
everywhere... not just in one devotion.

There is one Jesus Always devotion that talks about God’s wrath,
October 2nd:
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Someday time will run out, and My wrath will be terrifying to all
who persist in unbelief. — Jesus Ahvays, October 2™

That does not say much about God’s wrath. It says God’s wrath
will be terrifying to those who persist in not believing. As I said
before, that’s true, but why is it true? Why is it poured out on
unbelievers? What is the relationship between sin and God’s wrath? I
don’t expect Jesus Always to be a commentary or textbook, but it does
need to say enough so that these important, foundational doctrines
are clear.

What about the April 14" devotion?

YOU ARE NOT YOUR OWN, for you were bought with a price.
And that price was exorbitant—My very Life! I went through
excruciating pain and humiliation as I sacrificed Myself for your
sins. — Jesus Always, April 14

First, what was the price Christ paid? Was it his physical death,
and the pain and humiliation He went through? Or was it something
else?

It was something else. Jesus Always is missing the point. It was
His spiritual death on the cross, what Revelation 21:8 refers to as the
second death (aka God’s wrath). That is the price He paid to redeem
us from the consequences for our sin. But I didn’t bring up this
devotion just to point out yet another instance when Jesus Abhways
does not understand scripture...

I noticed this devotion because it seems like the perfect devotion
to mention the wrath of God poured out on the Son in payment for
our sins. This devotion talks about the cross and what happened on
the cross. But, it leaves out all the important parts. Instead, this
devotion just talks about the physical pain and humiliation of the
CrOss.

Yes, the cross resulted in excruciating pain, but that is not the
wrath of God. During Jesus’ day many people suffered and died on a
cross. Many people experienced the excruciating pain and humiliation
of the cross. But, only one of them paid your penalty for sin. Only
one of them was perfectly without sin, making it possible to pay the

107



SHOULD YOU RUN FROM JESUS ALWAYS?

sin-debt of others. Only one of them experienced the wrath of God
for your sin.

What is the wrath of God? Some say it is simply separation from
God. That’s true, but do you understand what that means?

Read Romans chapter 1 starting in verse 18. It describes the
wrath of God on America today. It describes God withdrawing His
blessings, and as those blessing are withdrawn (as we become more
and more separated from the presence of God) evil and lawlessness
increases.

What is the wrath of God? Read the book of Revelation starting
in chapter 6. War, famine, earthquakes, rocks falling from the sky. It
describes a universe falling apart as God withdraws His blessings.
Colossians 1:17 says that Jesus holds everything together. What
happens when He stops holding everything together? Earthquakes.
Volcanoes. The sun, moon and stars moving out of their normal
places. And that’s just the beginning of His wrath.

In His love God has been holding everything together. He is the
reason you’ve enjoyed any of your days here on earth. A beautiful
sunset; a warm day; the laughter of little children are ALL gifts from
God. They are the result of God restraining evil and holding the
universe together. The day will come when He stops restraining evil
and He stops holding everything together. The result is described in 2
Peter 3:10, as the very nucleus of atoms fly apart, the universe will be
totally destroyed in intense heat. (And “intense” is too mild of a
word.)

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass
away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and
the earth and its works will be burned up.

That’s a picture of God’s wrath on sin. It is what Jesus suffered
on the cross. And you can’t even begin to image what it was like.

Jesus Ahways uses the word “wrath” in one devotion, but nowhere
in Jesus Always do you get a real sense of the seriousness of God’s
wrath.

Jesus Always does not present a clear Biblical understanding of
the four foundational doctrines of holiness, righteousness, justice, or
wrath. It fails the first test.
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CHAPTER 17
FALSE TEACHING:
#2 — FINAL JUDGMENT
& THE DESTINY OF THE LOST

Number 2 — There is Little to Nothing About Final
Judgment and the Eternal Destiny of the Lost

There has not been much preaching abont the Last Judgment... and very
little preaching about hell and the everlasting destruction of the wicked. No,
the false prophets do not like teaching such as you have in the second Epistle
of Peter. — D. Martyn Lloyd Jones, Studies in the Sermon on the
Mount, 1976, pages 502

Jesus talked about hell more than he talked about heaven. Why?
Because He loves you.

Imagine a courtroom. Every defendant who comes into that
courtroom, no matter what the crime — from murders to jay walkers
— is set free. There are no fines. No jail time. No penalty of any kind
is imposed. Is that judge a good judge? No. Not at all.

God is good, righteous, just, and perfect. You will stand before
Him as your judge... and you cannot hide anything. He knows it all.
You are guilty and the penalty must be paid. There must be
punishment, a place we call hell. Otherwise God is not a good and
righteous judge.

Let me tell you the most terrify truth 1 can possibly speak to yon. Are you

ready? Here it is. The most terrifying thing I can tell a man, a woman, a
child, is this... God is good.... And what’s the problem with that? The
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problem with that is you're not good. What does a good God do with
someone like you? — Paul Washer, YouTube video “God is Good,
You’re Not!” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Telll44hi8Y

God is good and you are not. What is He to do with you? What
He did was to go to the cross and pay the debt you’ve earned for not
being good. He paid the debt you accumulated as a result of breaking
His laws. If you refuse to believe this is true, you must pay your sin-

debt yourself. That’s an eternity in the lake of fire... eternal torment in
hell

Does Jesus Always Talk About Hell and the Everlasting
Destruction of the Wicked?

No, it does not. It does use the word “hell” in four devotions.
But these essentially just acknowledge its existence.

If I gave you what you deserved, your ultimate destination would
be hell—you would have no hope of salvation. — Jesus Always,
November 11th

Let me ask a question. Is the above news to anyone? Is there
anyone who does not know that Christians believe there is a hell?
Satan doesn’t care if false teachers reveal something that everyone
already knows. What he doesn’t want is for people to know they born
a wretched sinner headed for eternal torment in hell... a punishment
we deserve and have earned as a result of our breaking God's laws.

Does Jesus Always talk about final judgment? Not really... the
words “judge” and “judgment” show up in ten devotions. Here are a
couple of examples:

You have already been judged “Not guilty!” in the courts in
heaven - Jesus Ablways, August 13

I WILL JUDGE THE WORLD in righteousness and the
peoples in My truth.” — Jesus Always, October 2rd

MY JUDGMENTS ARE UNSEARCHABLE, and My paths are
beyond tracing ont! — Jesus Abways, October 3rd
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Notice that the October 2 devotion shows up again. It appears
to me that extra effort has been put into Jesus Always to address the
tailings of Jesus Calling. There has been an intentional effort to include
Biblical sounding language, and some Biblical devotions. October 2™
appears to be one of the devotions that got “special” attention. The
tone, the subject (including limiting the use of New Age teaching),
and the writing style of the Biblical devotions such as October 2™
appear to me as being very different from the rest of the book. But,
that’s just my subjective opinion'.

Looking at what Jesus Always says about judgment in the above
quotes, does it really say anything? Not much. Martyn Lloyd-Jones
suggests comparing potential false teaching with 2 Peter. You won’t
find anything like the following in Jesus Ahvays:

But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false
teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even
denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction _upon
themselyes. — 2 Peter 2:1

For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into bell
and_committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment; and did not
spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness,
with seven others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly;
and if He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrab to destruction by
reducing them to ashes, having made them an example to those who would
live ungodly lives thereafter... — 2 Peter 2:4-6

There is nothing about the second death and the everlasting
torment of the wicked. Jesus Abhways fails the second test.

10 - Read the article on our web site titled “Does Jesus Have Multiple Personalities?”
http://tinyurl.com/zr84hju
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CHAPTER 18
FALSE TEACHING:
#3 — THE UTTER SINFULNESS OF MAN

Number 3 — There is Nothing About The Utter Sinfulness
of Man

In the same way the false prophet’s teaching does not emphasize the utter
sinfulness of sin and the total inability of man to do anything about his own
salvation. It often does not believe in sin at all, and certainly does not
emphasize its vile nature. It does not say that we are all perfect; but it does
suggest that sin is not serious. — D. Martyn Lloyd Jones, Studies in
the Sermon on the Mount, 1976, pages 502

The song Amazing Grace says it perfectly:

Amazing grace how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me.

We may not like to think of ourselves this way, but we are
wretched sinners. Jesus said:

No one is good except God alone. — Mark 10:18

Even the very best we can do... our very best “good deeds” (our
righteousness) are like maggot infested filthy rags:

But we are all like an unclean thing, and all onr righteousnesses are like
[filthy rags; - Isaiah 64:6
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Until we accept that we are wretched sinners (there is nothing
good in us), we don’t know we need a savior. A law-breaker knows
he needs saving from the consequences of the law. But, a “good
person” does not worry about the consequences—they don’t think
they deserve any consequences except maybe a reward for being so
good. As long as you are thinking you are good, you will not see a
need for the cross. (Take the Good Person Test at: www.911Christ.
com.)

What Does Jesus Always Say About The Vile Nature of Sin?

Nothing. My count shows 34 of the devotions included the word
“sin.” or a variation (sinner, sinful, etc.) What does Jesus Abhvays say
about the seriousness of sin? Not much. Let’s take a look:

Although 1 see your sins and flaws, my perfect love never
wavers. — Jesus Always, May 8"

You are growing in grace, but complete freedom from sin will not
be possible as long as you live in this fallen world. So you need
my help continually. — Jesus Ahways, May 14th

While May 14" is true, notice the reason given for not having
freedom from sin. Is it because you are a wretched sinner? No. Is it
because of your sin nature? No. It’s not your fault. It’s because you
live in a fallen world. That’s the one of the big problems with Jesus
Albways. 1t is written to make you feel good. It ignores that fact that
the real problem is your sin nature, not the fallen world around you.
Jesus lived as a man in this fallen world. Did He sin? Not once. Why?
Because He did not have a sin nature. You do. You are the problem.
Jesus Christ and the cross is the solution.

By the way, if a pastor said the above words (May 14™), I’d
wouldn’t make an issue of it. People use sloppy language, but Jesus
does not. These are words coming from the lips of Jesus. He is
perfect and anything attributed to Jesus must be perfect. It is
blasphemy to put imperfection on the lips of Jesus.

Sometimes I display My Love for you in unexpected ways—
humbling and delighting you simultaneously. This deepens your
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awareness of your sin, intensifying your desire to confess and
draw near Me. — Jesus Always, March 15

Although possibly hinted at here, throughout all of Jesus Always
nothing is specifically said about sin separating us from God. That’s a
serious consequence that results in Jesus saying, “I never knew you,
depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.”” (Matthew 7:23) Notice that
Jesus says He does not know some people because they practice
lawlessness... meaning He does not know those who practice sin. Sin
1s serious.

Does Jesus Ahways deliver the message that sin is serious? It does
not appear to.

When you walk in My glorious Light, My blood continually cleanses
you from all sin. As you seek to live near Me, acknowledging that
you’re a sinner in need of forgiveness, My holy illumination
purifies you. — Jesus Ahways, July 5°

At least this devotion mentions that it is the blood of Christ that
cleanses us from sin. But, as far as the seriousness of sin and utter
sinfulness of man, there is nothing. All this devotion does is accept
that sin exists.

By the way, I'm just randomly picking devotions that mention
sin. And I’'ve been restraining myself from picking apart what the
devotions say. But, this one is a real doozy. I can’t let it go by without
raising the question: what is “holy illumination?” I’'ve never read
about that anywhere in scripture. And I thought it was Jesus’ work on
the cross, alluded to in the first sentence of the devotion, that purifies
us and takes away our sin. Not some sort of “holly illumination.”

Remember the definition of “holy” from an earlier chapter. It
means separate or set apart. If we apply this definition to the term
“holy illumination” we get: “separate illumination” or “illumination
set apart for God.” Neither of these make sense.

What if we use the New Age definition of holy, which is “good”
or “pure?” Guess what, it now makes sense. In the context of New
Age thinking, for the Jesus Ahways July 5* devotion, to say “good (or
pure) illumination” makes perfect sense. So what we again have is a
New Age (not Christian) statement.
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Getting back to scripture, it appears the Jesus of Jesus Always
does understand the cross. According to him, in addition to His work
on the cross, we also need “holy illumination” to purify us.

Maybe he’s talking about believers. As believers we are to
confess our sins. Even for believers, sin causes a separation from
God. To restore that relationship we repent, and confess our sin to
God. But still, there is no “holy illumination” purifying us. That is
totally unbiblical and very New Age.

So once again, we have another example of New Age principles
in Jesus Always (holy illumination), as well as of Jesus once again not
understanding scripture.

Jesus Always does not “emphasize the utter sinfulness of sin” and
utterly fails the third test. It gives barely a hint of the seriousness or
utter vileness of sin.

&

For Further Study: The July 5" devotion references 1 John 7,
which says: “If we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have
Sellowship with one another and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all
sin.” The July 5th devotion seems to be trying to paraphrase this
scripture, and fails because of the New Age thinking. What is John
saying here when he talks about walking in the light?

A genuine Christian walks habitually in the light (truth and holiness), not
in darkness (falsehood and sin). Their walk also results in cleansing from
sin as the Lord continually forgives His own. Since those walking in the
light share in the characteristics of God, they will be habitually characterized
by His holiness (3 John 11), indicating their true fellowship with Him
(James 1:27). A genunine Christian does not walk in darkness but only in
the light (2 Corinthians 6:14), and cleansing from sin continually occnrs. —
John MacArthur, NASB Study Bible, 20006.

It is not the “light” that cleanses us. The point John is making is
that, if we are saved, we will live our lives in truth and holiness (light).
Walking in the light is the result of being saved, and because we are
saved we are continually cleansed (forgiven) our sins.
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CHAPTER 19
FALSE TEACHING:
#4 — THE CROSS IS THE ONLY WAY

Number 4 — There is Nothing About the Cross Being
the Only Way

The false prophet talks about “Jesus”; he even delights to talk about the
cross and the death of Jesus. But the vital question is, what is his view of
that death? What is his view of that cross? ... The one test is this: does he
realize that Christ died on the cross because it was the only way to make
expiation and propitiation for sin? — D. Martyn Lloyd Jones, Studies
in the Sermon on the Mount, 1976, pages 503

The cross is the only way. The Son had to die, taking on Himself
the sins of the world and the full wrath of God for those sins. In
books such as Jesus Ahways the cross may be mentioned, but it is not
described as the only way to make expiation and propitiation for sin.
Okay, what do these two words mean?

Expiation: The removal of sin and guilt. It refers to the solution
for sin through reconciliation between man and God.

Propitiation: Turning away God's wrath by paying the penalty
carned by the sinner as a result of their breaking God's laws. If
God ignored the penalty, there would be no justice. So what did
He do? The Son, Jesus Christ, paid that penalty on the cross.
The cross is the only way this could be accomplished.
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But The Cross Is Offensive!

The problem is that the cross is offensive. It is a stumbling block
to the Jew, and foolishness to the Greek (anyone who is not a Jew).

Why Is The Cross Offensive?

The cross is offensive because it is exclusive. It is the ONLY
way to salvation. Will a Buddhist, Muslim or Hindu go to
heaven? No... not unless they repent and trust Jesus as their
savior. All other religions are empty. They have no way to
deal with sin and that condemns their followers to hell.
People don't like this truth. But it is truth... the cross is the
only way... there is no other way... period.

The cross is offensive because, before you can come to the
cross, you must admit you are not good. I've talked to
thousands of people, asking them why they think they’ll go to
heaven. I’d guess that over 90% of them said, “Because I'm a
good person.

The cross is offensive because the only way you can come to
the cross is to come to it poor in spirit... meaning that you
know you are totally helpless and there is nothing you can do
to save yourself.

We want to be in control of our destiny. We want to be the
one who is in charge. But, to come to the cross we need to
tully accept Jesus as Lord... He is the one who is in charge
and the ONLY one who can save us. There is NOTHING
we can do or contribute in any way toward our getting to
heaven. It is 100% God, or nothing. We don't like that.

And the cross is offensive because it is available to everyone.
Charles Spurgeon in his sermon “The Offense of the Cross”
said:
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The Cross matkes moral and immoral persons go to Heaven by the same
road! The Cross makes rich and poor enter Heaven by the same door!

The Cross makes the philosopher and peasant walk on the same highway of
holiness! The Cross procures the same crown for the poor creature with one
talent that the man with 10 talents shall receive. Therefore, the wise man
says, “What? Am 1 to be saved by the same Cross which saves a man who
does not know his letters?” Your fine lady asks, “Am I to be saved in the
same fashion as my servant girle” The gentleman says, “Am I to be saved
the same way as that chimmney-sweep?” And he who boasts of his
selfrighteonsness cries, “What? Am 1 to jostle against a harlot, to elbow a
druntk on the road to Heaven? Then, 1 will not go to Heaven at all.

The cross is offensive, and because of that false teachers do not
teach the full truth about the cross. They may mention the cross, but
to say it is the only way, and to say that removing sin and guilt
(expiation) and satisfying God’s wrath (propitiation) REQUIRE the
cross... well, that’s just too offensive. That will cause people to turn
away from your ministry (or book), and that could cut into your
income.

What Does Jesus Always Say About The Cross?

Jesus Always mentions the cross 22 times and none of them talks
about the cross as the only way to salvation, nor even hints that the
cross is the only way to make expiation and propitiation Let’s see
what it does say about the cross.

Find rest in My finished work on the cross, and rejoice that you
are eternally secure in Me. — Jesus Abways, June 21%

The victory has been won—accomplished through My finished
work on the cross. — Jesus Always, July 4™

Because I am the everlasting God, my death on the cross for
your sins saves you to the uttermost! — Jesus Always, August 2™

Find encouragement in My sacrificial death on the cross and My
miraculous resurrection. — Jesus Always, October 5%
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Yes, the cross is mentioned. It is even described as providing
salvation from sin. But, there is nothing about the cross being the
only way. There is nothing about it being necessary for Jesus to die
on the cross, because that was the only way God's justice could be
satistied. And notice that what Jesus Always says about the cross is
mostly about you. However, it does not mention you are a wretched
sinner with no hope, an enemy of God who deserved the cross.

Another very important point... God was glorified on the cross,
but you'd never know that from reading Jesus Ahways. Jesus was
perfect and totally free from sin. There was no reason for Him to go
to the cross... except for His desire for you to be saved. On the cross
God saved those who were His enemies; those who did not deserve
saving; those who could do nothing to save themselves, by giving
Himself to pay the penalty they had earned for sinning. You were
guilty. He was innocent. You deserved death. He didn’t. But He died
in your place so you could have life.

By mentioning the cross Jesus Abhways sounds biblical. But Jesus
Abways does not say anything that Satan would not say about the
Cross.

Jesus Always fails the fourth test.
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CHAPTER 20
FALSE TEACHING:
#5 - NOTHING ABOUT REAL REPENTANCE

Number 5 — The is Nothing About Real Repentance

It does not emphasize repentance in any real sense. It has a very wide gate
leading to salvation and a very broad way leading to heaven. You need not
Jeel much of your own sinfulness; you need not be aware of the blackness of
your own heart. You just “decide for Christ” and youn rush in with the
crowd. — D. Martyn Lloyd Jones, Studies in the Sermon on the
Mount, 1976, pages 503

Do you come away from reading Jesus Ablways feeling the
blackness of your heart?

In Matthew 7 Jesus talks about the wide gate on the broad path
leading to destruction, and the narrow gate that leads to eternal life.
The wide gate and the narrow gate both offer the same promises...
eternal life in heaven. But only the narrow gate actually delivers on
that promise.

The wide gate and broad way are easy because they satisfy our
human desires. They are easy because they do not require true
repentance, nor do they require you to give up your pride and
humbly accept Jesus’ free gift of dying to pay your penalty for sin.
The wide gate is easy because all it requires is that you say a prayer or
come into the Presence of Jesus... and then you can pronounce
yourself saved... as you head through the wide gate of destruction.
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The narrow gate is small and not many find it. It requires
humbleness, mourning over sin, and repentance... and then actually
turning away from sin and obeying Jesus Christ our Lord.

How rare it is in our day to hear of gennine repentance. We live amid a
proud, selfish and self-sufficient people. Even in our Christian churches there
are those who want nothing more than to be known as “respectable church
members!” When repentance is real and faith is genuine, the atoning death
of Jesus Christ is effective for pardon and forgiveness and regeneration.”’ - A.
W. Tozer, Mornings With Tozer: Daily Devotional Readings,
July 15"

I’'ve counted eight times Jesus Always mentions repentance, and
three times when repentance should have been mentioned and
wasn’t. Let’s look at what Jesus Always says:

A much more serious problem is forsaking your First Love. 1f you
realize this has happened, repent and run back to Me. Confess

the idols that have drawn you away from Me.” — Jesus Always,
May 24

If your life revolves around someone other than Me, you need to
repent—change your ways. — Jesus Ahways, October 21

You repent of your sins and trust Me as Savior. I forgive a// your
sins, changing your ultimate destination from hell to heaven. —
Jesus Abways, December 16th

YOU LOVE ME BECAUSE I FIRST LOVED YOU. The
truth is that you were dead in your sins—completely unable to Love
Me—until My Spirit worked in the depths of your being to make
you spiritually alive. This enabled you to repent of your
sinfulness and receive not only eternal Life but also everlasting
Love. — Jesus Always, November 28"

The last Jesus Always quote actually sounds pretty good, if you
just read it superficially. If it had only gotten its understanding of

11 - This is a quote from a Tozier devotion. Notice the difference in subject matter, wording, and
tone compared with a Jesus Always devotion.
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scripture right, it would have shown the utter sinfulness of man, and
our need for a savior. Notice it says, “You were dead in your sins,
completely unable to love Me.” This quote is sort of from Ephesians
2:1.

And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly
walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the
power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.
— Ephesians 2:1-2

“Dead in your trespasses and sins” is talking about our being
spiritually dead. Before we are saved we are spiritually dead while we
are still physically alive. John MacArthur writes:

Man does not become spiritually dead becanse he sins, he is spiritually dead
because by nature be is sinful.

A person who is spiritually dead has no life by which he can respond to
spiritual things, much less live a spiritual life. No amount of love, carte and
words of affection from God can draw a response. A spiritually dead person
is aliented from God and therefore alienated from life. He has no capacity to
respond.” — John MacArthur, New Testament Commentary,
Ephesians, 1986, pages 52 & 53.

Because Jesus Abvays relates not being able to love God to being
spiritually dead, the reader is directed away from the main point of
Ephesians 2, the gospel. Paul is talking about the devastating effect of
living under the power of the flesh and Satan. They destroy you. You
deserve the full wrath of God. Jesus Calling directs your attention away
from this and toward love. God first loved us, but we could not love
him in return. That’s sad, but it’s not the point Paul is making. Paul is
saying, you were dead—completely unable to save yourself. Your
only hope was Jesus Christ."

This is typical of New Age teaching. When it should be talking
about the utter sinfulness of man and the need for the cross, instead

12 - Some may say that I’'m being too picky about words. One of the things that continually amazes
me about scripture is that it always uses the exact right word. Remember, this is Jesus speaking in
Jesus Calling. He is God. We should expect nothing less than the perfect words coming from His
lips. Anything less blasphemes the character of God.
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it talks about love or peace. It superficially sounds good, and it leads
people away from the truth they need. It leads people away from the
gospel. That’s not just sad... that is evil. Please! If you have a copy of
Jesus Always, throw it away now!

To continue with what we were doing, how do the following two
quotes compare with the Jesus Always quotes in this chapter? Are they
better than what you are reading in Jesus Always? The same? Or
worse?

As a child of God, you can go to the Holy Spirit and say, “1 don’t know
what to pray, Holy Spirit. You are the Spirit of prayer. Help me pray.”
And He will help yon. As prayers like this flood your being, you'll begin to
¢ry out in repentance and thankfulness for the blood of Jesus that was shed
for you. - http:/ /tinyurl.com/zg7hzmp

Repentance is. .. much more than just acknowledging wrongdoings. It is a
change of mind and heart that gives us a fresh view about God, abont
ourselves, and about the world. It includes turning away from sin and
turning to God for forgiveness. 1t is motivated by love for God and the
sincere desire to obey His commandments.

- http://tinyutl.com/olrt2sw

What do you think? Both of them talk about repentance. They
both sound pretty good. After what we’ve just learned from
Ephesians I might even say these are a little better than Jesus Abhvays.
At least they talk about on salvation. But, I suspect you might be
thinking that I'm trying to trick you into saying they are okay. Well...
you are right... they’re not okay.

What are the sources of these two quotes? The first is from
Benny Hinn and the second from the Mormon Church... both are
recognized sources of false teaching. It appears that statements about
repentance, made by obvious false teachers, can sound biblical. False
teachers can sound Biblical... they can sound good. BUT, remember
what Spurgeon said:

Discernment is not simply a matter of telling the difference between what is
right and wrong; rather it is the difference between right and almost right.
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John Murray said something similar: zhe difference between truth and
error is not a chasm but a razor’s edge.

False teachers can talk about repentance, and even correctly
define it. But, as Martyn Lloyd-Jones says, they never talk about the
blackness of our heart, Here is what John MacArthur says about
repentance. Let’s see how well the Jesus Always quotes in this chapter
stand up when evaluated based on the following:

Repentance is no more a meritorious work than its counterpart, faith. It is
an imward response. Genuine repentance pleads with the Lord to forgive and
deliver from the burden of sin and the fear of judgment and hell. It is the
attitude of the publican who, fearful of even looking toward heaven, smote bis
breast and cried, "God, be merciful to me, the sinner!" (Luke 18:13).
Repentance is not merely bebavior reform. But because true repentance
involves a change of heart and purpose, it inevitably results in a change of
bebavior. — John MacArthur, What Is Biblical Repentance,
http://tinyurl.com/hc6b445

In the Jesus Ahways quotes “repentance” seems to be just a word.
Sort of like, say you’re sorry and it’s all better. There is no
understanding of the evilness of sin, nor is there a hungering and
thirsting for righteousness. Repenting is more than just confessing
our sin and not doing that wrong thing again. It is a recognition that
you are a wretched sinner pleading for God’s mercy to save you from
the consequences of your sin. That’s not what we are getting in Jesus
Albways.

Consider what I offer you: Myself, forgiveness of a// your sins,
forever-pleasures in heaven. — Jesus Abhvays, March 23"

Jesus Abways sounds nice. It presents a very pleasant Jesus who
offers forgiveness and pleasures, but it does not show the need for
true repentance. I have to admit there are few Biblical teachers who
talk about the depth and seriousness of repentance. Most just say
“repent,” as Jesus Always does, and leave it at that. Even good
teachers, including myself at times, fail this part of the test. But, that
does not excuse Jesus Always. This test is not graded on a curve.
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Jesus Always completely fails test #5. It never even hints at the
blackness of our hearts, the seriousness of sin, and the true nature of
repentance.
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CHAPTER 21
FALSE TEACHING:
#6 — NOTHING ABOUT
PRACTICING OUR FAITH

Number 6 — There is Nothing About Putting Our Faith
Into Practice, Using Our Gifts To Further God's Kingdom

The false prophet does not emphasize the absolute necessity of entering this
Strait gate [the narrow gate] and walking along this narrow way. He does
not tell us that we must practice this sermon [the Sermon on the
Mount|. If we only listen to it without practicing it we are damned; if we
only comment on it, without carrying it ont, it will rise in_judgment against
us and condemn us. — D. Martyn Lloyd Jones, Studies in the
Sermon on the Mount, 1976, page 504

Our belief that the cross is the only way must be proven through
how we live. If we don’t practice what we believe, then we don’t
actually believe it.

One of the lessons Jesus is teaching in the Sermon on the Mount
is that our lives reflect our beliefs. Jesus taught the same thing in the
Olivet Discourse in the Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30.
Our master (God) has given us certain gifts and abilities. We are to
use these to further His kingdom..

So what we are looking for here is admonition and encouragement
to put our beliefs into action. Are we doing the things Jesus has
commanded us to do, such as testing the books we read to see if they
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are Biblical? Renald Showers tells the following story about scripture
and false teachers:

Years ago, a seminary professor told his class at the beginning of the semester
that they would work together on one major project during that semester. They
would move systematically through the New Testament to categorige every area
of truth and determine how many times each area is addressed. Their goal was
to find what one thing is emphasized more than any other in the New
Testament. When they completed the project, they were amazed to see that
warning against false doctrine is emphasized more than any other thing, even
more than love, unity, and experience. -- Renald Showers, Israel My
Glory, April/May, 1995, pages 24-25

If warnings about false doctrine fill such a large portion of the
New Testament scripture, you’d think Jesws Ablways would say
something about testing using scripture. But, while false teachers will
warn about deception, they typically do not urge their readers to be
discerning using scripture as the standard. That might reveal they are
a false teacher! What you get in Jesus Ahways is exhortation to look
within you for truth and discernment. You are to look to the source
of lies to verify those lies are truth. That doesn’t work. Yes, that is a
call to put your belief into action, but it is not for the benefit of the
kingdom.

So What Does Jesus Always Tell Us To Do?

The “Jesus” of Jesus Ablways is up front about the fact that he is
teaching us how to live our lives and be “better” followers of
“Christ.” What does he tell us to do. I’'m going to just randomly skip
around in Jesus Always and quote a few passages that specifically tell
you to do something. In other words, what are you commanded to
do by the “Jesus” of Jesus Ahways? He is fairly consistent in what he
tells us to do, so it does not really matter where the quotes come
from:

THE PRESENT MOMENT is the point at which time intersects
eternity. It is also the place where you can encounter Me—ryour
eternal Savior. So keep your thoughts focused on the present
moment as much as you can, enjoying My Presence here and now.
— May 1*
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Take the time to be still in My Presence, with our face upturned to
absorb My radiance. The longer you stay in this Light-drenched
atmosphere, the more I can bless and strengthen you. — July 21*

Whenever you are alone or afraid, voice your prayers to Me. I hear
your silent prayers too, but whispering your words or uttering
them out loud helps you think more clearly, you don’t have to
explain things to Me. — September 7

When trouble seems to be stalking you, grip My hand tightly and
stay in communication with Me. — February 7

Now let’s compare these with scripture. What does scripture
command us to do? Do you think it will sound anything like what the
“Jesus” of Jesus Ahways focuses on having you do? Here are four of
the commands of Jesus in scripture:

e We are commanded to repent and believe (Mark 1:15) in
Jesus as our Savior, meaning to trust that He has paid the
penalty we have earned by breaking God’s law. We are
commanded to be born again. (John 3:3)

e We are commanded to love God and love others (Mark
12:30-31). This is agape love, a love of serving others. A
major part of our Christian life should involve serving
others. (1 Corinthians 13)

e We are commanded to tell others about Jesus, to go and
make disciples of all the nations. In addition we are
commanded to baptize them and teach them to obey all
that Jesus has commanded us. (Matthew 28:19-20)

e We are to read the scriptures; to pray (Philippians 4:6-7);
to have fellowship with other believers (1 John 1:3), to be

13 - “V'll be the first to admit that my knowledge of Scripture is far less than encyclopedic. However,
I am quite sure that if you were to read the Bible cover-to-cover you would not find a direct
command from God saying ‘Thou shalt read the Bible daily.” However, as we will soon see, neither
would He need to give Christians such a command.” — Tim Challies, Is Scripture Study Required of
Christians, blog post, http://tinyurl.com/h9j6zmx
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baptized (Matthew 28:20), and to celebrate communion (1
Corinthians 11:23).

Okay, I squeezed several commands of Jesus into the fourth one.
But, do you see any difference between Jesus Abhvays and scripture?
Yes, there are devotions in Jesus Always where we are commanded to
pray, and read scripture, and to share the gospel. But, the majority of
the commands in Jesus Always have to do with his Presence (capital
“P”), being quiet and in silence, “communicating”, being thankful,
trusting Me (the false Jesus of Jesus Always), and whispering or saying
Jesus’ name or very short prayer phrases. In other words, many of the
commands in Jesus Always are directing you to engage in practices
that are not described in the bible. Those that are described in the
Bible (prayer and trust, for example) are also a part of New Age
practices. These are typically presented in a way such they focus on
you, and on unbiblical New Age spirituality. That type of focus does
nothing to further the kingdom of God.

Jesus Always definitely is not focused on encouraging you to put
your faith into practice in a Biblical manner, and so it fails the sixth
test.

What Are The Final Results?

Failing in one, or two, or even three of the test criteria is not
necessarily an indication of false teaching. A book might be written
to address a specific topic, and, for example, there may be no need
to bring up Biblical repentance or putting your faith into action.

However, Jesus Ahways fails on all six criteria. On top of that, the
elephant in the room remains... the “Jesus” of Jesus Always is not the
Jesus of the Bible. He is an imaginary “Jesus” who doesn’t
understand scripture, and who is leading you into New Age spiritual
practices. This is not good. Jesus Always is a devotional to be avoided.

But Jesus Always Proclaims the Gospel!

PROCLAIM MY SALVATION day after day. You need to recall
the truth of the gospel every single day. By grace you have been saved
through faith, and that is not your own doing; it’s a gift—not a result of
works. — Jesus Always, July 16
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Yes, the word “gospel” is used in this devotion, and you are told
to proclaim it. But, the gospel is not actually proclaimed. Yes,
Ephesians 2:8 & 9 is quoted, but the gospel is not being proclaimed
here. There is nothing about sin, the cross, nor the resurrection.
(Read 1 Corinthians 15 below) Yes, in the October 2™ devotion
“Jesus” says: trust Me as Savior... BUT, and here is the key question,
who are you being asked to trust? The “Me” here is the “Jesus” of
Jesus Always. Youd be placing your trust in Sarah Young’s
imagination... and her imagination will not save you. Even if you get
all of the words right, there is no gospel, if you don't have the right
Jesus.

The Gospel:

Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which 1 preached to you,
which also you received, in which also you stand, by which also youn are
saved, if you hold fast the word which 1 preached to you, unless you believed

m vain.

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and
that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He
appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. After that He appeared to more
than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but
some have fallen asleep; then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles;
and last of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared to me also. —

1 Corinthians 15:1-8
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CHAPTER 22
ONE OF SARAH YOUNG’S FAVORITE
JESUS ALWAYS DEVOTIONS:
SEPTEMBER 5TH

In September 2016 I received a package from Sarah Young’s
publisher, Harper Collins Christian Publishing. To thank me for
being one of the first 7,500 people to purchase a copy of Jesus Ahways
they sent a copy of what they identified as one of Sarah Young’s
favorite devotions, September 5®. So let’s take a look at what
September 5" says. I'll quote the entire September 5* devotion, but I
will do it in sections so we can talk about and try to understand what
each section is saying.

JOY IS A CHOICE. You may not have much control over your
circumstances, but you can still choose to be joyful. — Jesus
Abways, September 5th

This devotion is about Joy (capital “J”). In this chapter we’ll try
to get an understanding of Joy and what Sarah Young says we need
to do to experience Joy. In the next two chapters we’ll look at the
Biblical perspective on joy.

Jesus Is Joy — Capitalization Explained
Notice that in Jesus Ahvays the word “Joy” is capitalized. The

capitalization means that “Joy” is a direct reference to god. God is joy
and joy is god (whatever that means). When you say “Joy” you are
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saying “god.” According to Jesus Alwvays they are one and the same.
(That's not biblical.)

Some Bible translations capitalize words such as His, He, and
Him when they specifically refer to God. They do this for two
reasons: to show reverence for God and because it helps make it
clear that a pronoun is referring to God. However, although Jesus IS
love, the word love is never capitalized in scripture. Why? Because
“love” never refers to God. It is an attribute of God, but love is not
God.

It is the same with joy. God is the source of our joy, but joy is
not God.

New Age thinking on this is different. For example, in New Age
thinking god is us and we are god. That's why quiet and silence ate
important, they allow us to communicate with the god within us. This
applies to his attributes also. God is love, and love is god... so the
word “Love” must be capitalized because it is god. It is the same
with “Joy.” God is joy, and Joy is god... and so the word “Joy” must
be capitalized. This is unique to New Age theology, and is one of the
identifying characteristics of New Age writing such as Jesus Abhways.

So when “Joy” is capitalized in Jesus Calling that indicates
reverence and that it is referring to God. To remind us that “Joy”
(capital “]”) refers to god in Jesus Always I'll put the word “god” in
parenthesis each time the word “Joy” is used.

Now Let’s Get Started:

From the opening sentence it appears that having Joy (god) is a
choice we make, and we can choose to be joyful. How does this
work? Let’s continue reading the September 5" devotion:

I created you a /little lower than the heavenly beings, and 1 gave you an
amazing mind. Your ability to think things through and make
decisions derives from your elevated position in My kingdom.
Your thoughts are extremely important because emotions and
behavior flow out of them. So endeavor to make good thought-
choices. — Jesus Always, September 5*

I’d like to limit the length of this chapter to something reasonable,
so I'm not going to analyze the scripture that is quoted. I've already
done that for several other devotions and it has become plain the
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“Jesus” of Jesus Always does not understand scripture. ’'m also not
going to going to analyze the secular psychological principles used in
this devotion. I'm just going to straight-forward take what “Jesus”
says, and see what we can learn about having Joy (god) according to
Jesus Abways. We'll then compare what Jesus Ahways teaches with
scripture.

Looking at this devotion we see that “Jesus” tells us that we can
choose to be joyful. We are then reminded about the high position
we occupy in the overall order of things (higher than angels), and that
we can think'". Jesus Always then tells us that our emotions and
behavior flow out from our thoughts. So, if we control our thoughts,
we can be joyful. Let’s go to the next paragraph in Jesus Alvays and
find out how we are to control our thoughts.

Whenever you are feeling joyless, you need to pause and
remember: [ am with you watching over you continuously. I love you
with perfect, unfailing Love. 1 have given you My Spirit, and this
Holy Helper" within you has infinite Power. He can help you line
up your thinking with the absolute truths of Scripture. — Jesus
Always, September 5"

This sounds very nice and biblical... on the surface. To be joyful
we are to remember that god loves us, cares for us, and is watching
over us. In addition we have the Holy Spirit to help change the way
we think so that our thoughts are lining up with what scripture says.

But, there are some big problems here. If we are lacking joy,
shouldn’t we be talking about those things that keep us from joy,
such as sin? Shouldn’t we be talking about the source of our joy,
which is the cross? And what is the role of the Holy Spirit? He guides
us into all truth (John 16:13) by helping us understand scripture
(iluminating scripture). That means we need to be in God’s word,
otherwise the Holy Spirit has nothing to illuminate.

Here is the final section of the September 5" devotion:

14 - | promised | wasn’t going to comment, but | can’t let this one go by. Our ability to think and
make rational decisions does not come from our elevated position as stated in Jesus Always. We
have these abilities, as well as our elevated position, because we are created in the image of God.
The “Jesus” of Jesus Always just doesn’t understand scripture at all.

15 - Holy Helper? Is this a respectful way to talk about God? No, it is not.
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My continual Presence is a Biblical promise, so seek to see Me in
the midst of your circumstances. At first you may perceive only
your problems. But keep looking till you can discern the Light of
My Presence shining upon your difficulties, reflecting sparkles of
Joy [god] back to you. — Jesus Alhways, September 5®

Although we are still in the same paragraph in the devotion, there
seems to have been a major change in subject. We've switched from
the need to control our thoughts (with the Holy Spirit’s help), to
experiencing the Presence of Jesus as the way to experience Joy. We
are told to seek Jesus’ Presence... we are to “keep looking” until we
“discern the Light” of His Presence. What does that mean? (Don't
ask me, I don't know.)

Then, as we start to discern the “Light of My Presence” it will
reflect “sparkles of Joy (god) back to you.” What does that mean?

It’s actually easy to answer this question: Why? Because you can
answer it any way you want. Whatever answer you give, that’s the
right answer. This last section promotes a New Age practice
(Practicing the Presence), describing it in a typical New Age manner
(vague and undefined), allowing you to put whatever meaning you
desire into what was just said.

Let’s Summarize

I'm going to try to summarize what has been said in this devotion.
Then in the next chapter we’ll look at what scripture says.

® You are feeling joyless, and desire to have Joy (god). What
do you need to do to have Joy (god)?

e Control your thoughts so you are only thinking good
thoughts.

e Know that “Jesus” is close, watching over you, and can help
you to think good thoughts.

e Seck the Presence of Jesus. Push the bad thoughts out of

your head, and be open to experiencing the Light of Jesus’
Presence.
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e Look for “the Light of My Presence'® shining upon your
difficulties, reflecting sparkles of Joy (god) back to you.”

It should be easy to see that there is little that is biblical here.
What you’ll see in the next couple of chapters is that the source of
joy is not thinking good thoughts (that’s secular psychology), nor
does it have anything to do with the New Age concept of the
Presence of Jesus. It’s actually very simple: to be filled with joy you
must do something not mentioned in this devotion... address the
issue of sin.

One thing that disturbs me is that Jesus Always promises joy, and
that implies a solution to depression. This is very serious. I expect
people who are experiencing depression will pick up this book and
look for help within its pages. What they’ll get bad advice and people
may be hurt. We’ll talk about depression in chapter 25. You'll see that
the Holy Bible has the answers.

By the way, I didn’t pick this devotion, Sarah Young did. I wanted
to do this to show that I'm not cherry picking devotions that will
reflect badly on Jesus Always. As you learn about the real source of
our joy in the next two chapters, you’ll see that this devotion is not
Biblical (if you haven’t come to that conclusion already), and it
promotes unbiblical New Age practices.

16 - Doesn’t it seem like the Jesus Always solution to almost every problem is being in the
Presence? If that is truth, then having the ability to do what is necessary to bring yourself into the
Presence is important. So why doesn’t Jesus ever mention this in scripture? If it is so important,
why isn’t being in the Presence taught anywhere in scripture? There certainly is more complex
teaching in scripture, so it can’t be because God thought people “back then” would not be able to
understand it. Scripture does talk about being in the presence of God (see the appendix), but never
in the way Jesus Always talks about it... and never for the “benefits” Jesus Always talks about.
Reading the Bible and reading Jesus Always is like reading two totally different and unrelated
books.
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CHAPTER 23
TRUE JOY:
WHAT DOES SCRIPTURE SAY?

True joy is a gift from God to those who believe the gospel, being
produced in them by the Holy Spirit as they receive and obey the Word,
mixced with trials, and set their hope on _future glory. —

John MacArthur sermon: The Epistle of Joy
http://tinyutl.com/jobs2gn

Christian joy is a good feeling in the soul, produced by the Holy Spirit,
as he causes us to see the beanty of Christ in the Word and in the world.
— John Piper, How Do You Define Joy?
http://tinyutl.com/hkzhusp

The emotion evoked by well-being, success, or good fortune or by the

prospect of possessing what one desires. A state of happiness or felicity. -
Merriam-Webster Dictionary

In this chapter we are going to talk about true joy and learn
about the source of true joy. Compare what you read in the next few
chapters (summarized as: believe, have the fruit of the Spirit, receive
and obey God’s word, experience trials, and set your hope on future
glory) with Jesus Always (summarized as: having good thoughts and
experiencing the Presence of Jesus and sparkles of joy).

Before we talk about the Biblical source of joy, it might be a
good idea to define what we are talking about. Reading the three
quotes above I'm seeing some differences, primarily between the
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secular definition of “joy” given by the Merriam-Webster Dictionary,
and the definition given by the two Christians. Both John MacArthur
and John Piper describe joy as a gift from God produced by the Holy
Spirit.

MacArthur and Piper base their definitions on scripture,
describing joy as one of the fruits of the Spirit described in Galatians
5:22-23. Since we are talking about joy in the context of Christianity,
the joy that comes from the Holy Spirit is the joy we need to be
talking about.

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
Saithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its
passions and desires. - Galatians 5:22-24

Are Joy and Happiness The Same?

For our purposes we’re going to make a distinction between joy
and happiness. Happiness is the result of your circumstances. For
example, being with a special person results in your being happy.
When you are not with that person, you may not as happy. When
Jesus Always talks about Joy” in most cases it is actually talking about
happiness... a good feeling that comes from your present
circumstances.

Joy, on the other hand, is a gift of the Holy Spirit and is
untelated to your circumstances. For an example let's look at Acts 16:

“But about midnight Panl and Silas were praying and singing hymns of
praise to God...” — Acts 16:25

It seems that Paul and Silas were having a good time together.
They were staying up late enjoying each other's fellowship as they
prayed and sang hymns of praise together. What were their
circumstances? Let's jump back a few verses and find out:

The crowd rose up together against them |Paul and Silas|, and the chief
magistrates tore their robes off them and proceeded to order them to be
beaten with rods. When they had struck them with many blows, they
threw them into prison, commanding the jailer to gnard them securely;
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and he, having received such a command, threw them into the inner
prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. - Acts 14:22-24

They had been beaten, probably rather severely, with many
blows. If you had been beaten as they had, you'd probably be in the
emergency room demanding pain killers. But, there was no medical
treatment for Paul and Silas. They were put into prison, which in
those days were dark, foul, filthy places. In addition, their feet where
fastened in stocks. Stocks would hold your feet and legs motionless
so that your muscles cramped up causing serious pain.

So Paul and Silas had been severely beaten, were in serious pain,
locked in a dark, damp cave-like prison, with their legs cramping up.
Not what I’d call the best of circumstances... yet they were filled with
joy, singing hymns and praising God. Why?

Their focus was on the cross and their joy was a gift of the Holy
Spirit. A gift given to all believers. Their circumstance could not take
away their joy. All Christians have this joy available... always... in all
circumstances... because all Christians have the fruit of the Spirit.

But I Don’t Feel Like I’m Filled With Joy

What if you don’t feel joy? Is it because you are not a Christian?
Or maybe it is because you’ve moved out of the presence of Jesus, as
Jesus Ahways implies. No. If you are a true believer, you have all of the
fruits of the Spirit available, including joy."

...neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present,
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created
thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord. — Romans 8:38-39

So, why would you not be experiencing the joy scripture
promises?

17 - We can choose to be grumpy (not have joy). We always have the ability to choose, including to
choose to be joyous or not. That’s why throughout the New Testament we are commanded to be
joyous. Keep in mind, God would not command us to do something we could not do... something in
which we had no choice about. So, choose to be filled with joy!
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Joy is a gift to believers from the Holy Spirit. The #1 reason
people are not experiencing joy is that they think they are a Christian,
but in reality they are not.

So am I saying you are a false Christian? No. true Christians can
also have times when they are not experiencing the fullness of the joy
they have in Christ. We’ll talk about that in the next two chapters.
But first, let’s start at the beginning with our foundation.

To have joy, you must have the Holy Spirit, meaning you are a
true believer. So, if it seems you are not experiencing joy, the first
thing to do is check your foundation, test yourself to see if you are in
the faith. (2 Corinthians 13:5)

But wait, isn’t there a third option? What if you are saved, but
you don't have the Holy Spirit.

Can You Be Saved and Not Have the Holy Spirit?

This is a serious question. What if someone is saved, so they are
a born again believer, but they do not have the Holy Spirit? That
would mean they don’t have the fruit of the Spirit. Could that be why
they do not have joy?

Scripture does not allow that possibility. The moment you are
saved, you have the Holy Spirit. You do not need to speak in
tongues, nor do you need to be baptized, nor do you need to do or
say anything else. The Holy Spirit indwells all Christians the moment
they are saved. Romans 8:9 says: if you do not have the Spirit, you
are not saved."®

However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of
God dwells in_you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does
not belong to Him. — Romans 8:9

But, doesn’t scripture talk about the Holy Spirit being removed
from some people, such as David in Psalm 517 Yes, it does. But,
there is a difference between Old Testament times and New
Testament times. In a Q&A session John MacArthur described the

18 - If you are asking, “What about Acts 8:12?” A proper answer to that question requires more
space that | have available here. Please go to the “Web Exclusives” menu on our web site for the
answer: www.NotJesusAlways.com
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difference between the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in Old
Testament times vs. the church age:

Before the inaugnration of the church, the Holy Spirit would come upon
certain individuals, such as prophets and national leaders, to empower them
Jor the special tasks God gave them. But Jesus introduced the indwelling
ministry of the Holy Spirit in the life of every believer. Every believer who is
part of the church enjoys the permanent indwelling of the Holy Spirit (¢f.
Romans 8:9).

This explains what we read in Psalm 51:11. David’s cry to God not to
remove His Spirit from him did not refer to a permanent indwelling of the
Spirit but to the special filling of the Spirit God granted to enable him to
serve effectively as Israel’s king. http:/ /tinyurl.com/huzm4wx

The Holy Spirit indwells all true believers, sealing (protecting)
believers such that no one and nothing can take away their salvation,
and that means no one can take away your joy.

In Him, yon also, afer listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your
salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy
Spirit of promise, who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to
the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory. —
Ephesians 1:13-14

Since joy is a gift from the Holy Spirit, and all believers have the
Holy Spirit, if you are not feeling joy, might it be a good idea to check
your foundation, and test yourself to see if you are in the faith? In
other words, shouldn’t you do what scripture commands you to do?

Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselyes! — 2
Corinthians 13:5

I can put it, finally, like this: the ultimate canse of all spiritual depression is
unbelief. — D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Spiritual Depression: Its
Causes and Cure, 1965, page 20

About five years ago I was experiencing some minor pain in my
chest whenever I inhaled. It was no big deal and I mostly ignored it,
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figuring it would go away. Then one day it became a very sharp chest
pain, just about knocking me off my feet. My wife called 911. An
ambulance came. Fire trucks came. Our little street was packed with
emergency vehicles.

On the ride to the hospital the paramedics keep feeding me
aspirin. They kept asking if I had any left arm pain. “Nope. No pain
in my arms,” was my answer.

I was whisked into the emergency room and they did all kinds of
tests... taking blood... hooking me up to wires... EKG, ECG and
some kind of scan I didn't recognize. All of this was done to check
the condition of my heart.

After a while they checked me into a regular room. This was
going to be an overnight stay. I needed to be monitored and
additional heart related tests needed to be done the next day.

The next day they wanted to rerun some of the tests. Both my
wife and I objected. The bits and pieces I was hearing about the test
results were not adding up. So the doctor consulted with another
doctor. A third doctor was brought in, and the diagnosis was...
pleurisy. That’s an inflammation of the lining around the lung that
causes pain... and it was the correct diagnosis. What was the cure?
Give it time. It would heal. And it did.

My heart was fine. Was I upset about all the fuss and tests they
did? Did I think it was all a waste of time? Not at all. I was
impressed. Chest pain is serious, and the appropriate tests are called
for. If I had a heart problem, diagnosing it quickly was essential. I’'m
blessed to live in a place where this type of medical care is available.

So now we come to the command in scripture to test yourself to
see if you are in the faith. This command angers some people... and
those are usually the ones who turn out not to be saved. But testing
yourself is important. A potential heart attack is serious, and as I
found out the testing is extensive. But, if you have not received a new
heart from God, and you are not truly born again, you are facing
serious consequences that are eternal. This is so critically important
that we should rejoice that spiritual tests are available, as I did about
the medical tests.

By the way, these are not tests created by man. Scripture
commands us to test ourselves, and it provides those tests.
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Test Yourselves to See if You Are in the Faith

As we begin the testing process let’s keep Matthew 7 in mind.
The things we do, our works, are not necessarily what demonstrate
we are Christians:

“Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of
heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter.
Many will say to Me on that day, 1Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in
Your name, and in Y our name cast out demons, and in Y our name perform
many miracles?’ And then 1 will declare to them, ‘1 never knew you; depart
from Me, you who practice lawlessness.”” — Matthew 7:21-23

These are Jesus' words. Words you NEVER want to hear, “J
never knew you.”

Even people who prophesied in Jesus' name... people who cast
out demons... and even people who have done miracles in the name
of Jesus'... these are people who were sure they were heading for
heaven and they had the actions in their life to prove it. But, what
does Jesus say to them? ‘T never knew you.”

These are people who were confident they knew Jesus, but Jesus
said, ‘T mever knew you.” Those are chilling words.

Jesus makes it clear that there will be MANY people who think
they are Christians, but they are not. For example, He tells the story
of the wheat and the tares:

Jesus presented another parable to them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven
may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field. But while his
men were sleeping, bis enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and
went away. But when the wheat sprouted and bore grain, then the tares
became evident also. The slaves of the landowner came and said to him, Sir,
did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have tares?’ And
he said to them, ‘An enemy has done this!’ The slaves *said to him, ‘Do you
want us, then, to go and gather them up?’ But he said, No; for while you
are gathering up the tares, you may uproot the wheat with them. Allow both
to grow together until the harvest; and in the time of the harvest I will say to
the reapers, “First gather up the tares and bind them in bundles to burn
them up; but gather the wheat into my barn.”"” - Matthew 13:24-30
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A “tare” is a weed that looks just like wheat, until it matures.
Jesus is saying there will be tares in the church, false converts that
appear to be true Christians. Not only do the false Christians not
know they are unsaved, they appear to others to be true Christians.
You can't tell the difference.

What is The “Test” Scripture Talks About?

There are tests all throughout scripture. For example, the
Beatitudes describe a true Christian (see my book, Happy Are The...)
allowing you to compare yourself with the ideal Jesus describes. For
example, do you mourn over sin and do you hunger and thirst for
righteousness... meaning do you hunger and thirst to be free from
sin?

Another option is 1st John. John wrote this letter to help
Christians have assurance of their faith. It describes ten
characteristics of a true believer in Christ.

So let’s take a test. Based on scripture here are five points,
compiled by John MacArthur, that characterize a true Christian. Do
not be discouraged if you fail in some points. We all do. No one is
perfect. What you should look for are trends. Are you improving in
each of these areas?

#1 - Are you experiencing a growing knowledge of,
and turning from sin?

Do you mourn over your sin? Do you run from sin? (1
Corinthians 6:18) Do you acknowledge (confess) your sin to God? (1
John 1:7-10 and Romans 7:24). Are there things you did that where
acceptable several years ago, but now you know are sinful and you
have stopped doing them? Are you more serious about avoiding sin
now than you were two years agor These are signs of a Christian.

On the other hand, do you sometimes do wrong things and
excuse them with reasons such as: you've been mistreated by others,
or you had a childhood trauma? Do you feel you lack of self-esteem
and that’s why you occasionally cheat, lie, or steal? Do you feel you
could be a good person, if only your circumstances were somehow
changed?
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Test One Summary

If you understand the problem is sin... if you have a growing
knowledge of sin... if things you did two years ago seemed okay, but
now you know they were sinful... then you've passed the first test.

If you think you are good person, or that we all have little sin in
our lives and God loves us and will just forgive us... if you think sin
is not important; if you blame your sin on someone else, or on your
circumstances, or make other excuses for continuing in sin, then you
fail the first test.

#2 - Do you desire what is right and pure?

Do you have a deep longing to obey the commands of God? Do
you desire to correctly understand scripture? Do you want to change
the way you think, replacing your desire for sin with a desire for
righteousness? Do other people see a distinct difference in you now
compared to what you were like before you began trusting in Jesus?

Or, do you behave well and speak in kind words when others
can see and hear you, but your true desires are for sin? That is called
external righteousness. It’s a “show” put on for others.

Jesus taught that it’s what is inside us that is important. The
world sees the outside; God sees what’s inside, including your
thoughts and motives.

Many people take their desires and make them the standard of
what is right or wrong. They redefine what the Bible says so that
certain behaviors are no longer defined as sinful. Common examples
include: sex outside of marriage, looking at pornography,
homosexuality, and downloading pirated music from the internet.

The Christian, on the other hand, studies sctripture to gain a
better and true understanding of how God (not culture) defines right
and wrong.

Test Two Summary
If your desire is to obey God... to truly know God's desires and
bring your life into alignment with God's desires... and to know His

desires the way He defines them, not the way our culture defines
them, then you've passed the second test.
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If you are not concerned about how God defines right and
wrong. Or there are some of God's commands you believe do not
apply in today's culture, or maybe they don’t apply to you, then
you've failed test number two.

#3 - Are you submissive to divine authority?

Are you a willing servant (Luke 11:25-35)? Do you submit to the
authority of scripture? Is your desire to understand what the original
author intended? (Instead of your understanding of scripture being
influenced by our current culture.) Are you open to rebuke and
correction from other Christians?

Or, do you believe scripture needs to be understood in light of
our culturer Is your understanding of scripture significantly different
than the historical understanding of scripture? Was the Holy Bible
written by people who did not have the science and understanding of
human psychology we now have, and so they got some things wrong?

Test Three Summary

If you are submitting to the authority of scripture, taking the
plain meaning of the words of scripture, and you are open to
correction and rebuke from other Christians (as commanded by
scripture), then you've passed the third test.

If you believe that our understanding of scripture must be based
on science, human psychology, or that it must be updated to conform
with the present cultural context, then you've failed the third test.

#4 - Do you obey God?

This fourth test is very simple: is your desire to obey God, and
when you sin do you mourn over your disobedience? (Luke 6:406;
John 8:31; John 14:15, 23-24; 15:10; 1 John 2:3-5; 3:24; 52-3)

Test Four Summary

If your desire is to obey God, and you read the scriptures to

learn what He says you should do or not do (if your focus is on being
better able to obey God), then you've passed the fourth test.
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If you desire to be accepted by the world (be accepted in the
culture), or you desire what you want for yourself (your focus is on
yourself), then you've failed the fourth test.

#5 - Do you have love for God, for Christians, and for
Other People?

Do you understand that love and obedience to God are the
same? To love God is to obey God (1 John 5:2). To obey God is to
love God. Have you studied scripture so you know how God defines
love? (1 Corinthians 13:1-7, Romans 12:1-2; 9-21)

Are there Christians whom you avoid or hate? (1 John 2:9-11)?
Do you have an unresolved conflict with a Christian brother or
sister?

What is the Biblical Definition of Love?

Is Biblical love a feeling? Do you define love as being like a
warm puppy, a happy baby, or a spouse you feel close to? Is love an
overwhelming desire to be with someone? Can you fall into love...
and fall out of love? The answer to all of these is, “no.”

If you understand that to love God is to obey God... if you
understand agape love as sacrificially meeting the real needs (not
wants) of other people, without regard to whether you like them. If
you understand that the greatest need people have is to repent and
trust Jesus as their Lord and Savior, then you've passed the fifth test.

If there are Christians you hate, or with whom you have an
unresolved conflict... If you understand love as a feeling, and in
particular a feeling that can come and go... then you've failed the fifth
test.

The Finally Summary

None of us gets a perfect score on this five point test. We all
probably fail in one or more area. However, the key question is what
is your heart attitude? Are you trying to improve? Is your desire to
improve? Are you actually improving? Are you doing better this year
than two years ago?
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Another way to look at it is, do you know what the problem is?
And then do you know the solution to the problem... the only
solution to the problem? Fill in the blanks:

The problem is .

The solution is: and

Has the solution changed your life? Has your behavior changed?
Are you literally a different person since the solution was
implemented in your life?

Here Are The Answers:
The problem is sin.

The solution is: repent and trust Jesus. Trust that Jesus Christ
has fully paid the penalty you've earned for disobeying God. And
know that He rose from the dead, proving everything He said is
true... there is life after death! Once you’ve done this, then the door
is open to truly experiencing joy. This is a fact never mentioned in
Jesus Always.

When you repented and trusted Christ, God have you a new
heart and made you a new person. This results in a significant change
in how you think and act. You are a different person. The change is
so significant that others will be see this change in you.

Another Test

I’'ve provided another, simpler type of test in appendix E. It’s,
called the Mother Teresa Test. In most cases it quickly separates
those who are saved from those who are not, typically without any
gray areas. It so sharply divides that it may result in some people
(usually non-believers) getting very angry... but the truth sometimes
does that.
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CHAPTER 24
TRUE JOY:
THE SOURCE OF A BELIEVER'S JOY

In the previous chapter we dealt with the question of false
converts. Those who are not truly saved These are people who do
not have the Holy Spirit, and thus cannot experience the joy that is
one of the fruits of the Holy Spirit.

What about believers? Are there times when believers are not
experiencing joy? The answer is yes. Does that mean they've lost their
salvation? No. Does that mean they've lost the Holy Spirit? No. Then
what's the problem?

Let's look at the John MacArthur quote that opened the
previous chapter:

“True joy is a gift from God to those who believe the gospel, being
produced in them by the Holy Spirit as they receive and obey the Word,
mixed with trials, and set their hope on future glory.” — John
MacArthur sermon: The Epistle of Joy
http://tinyutl.com/jobs2gn

MacArthur gives four criteria that are necessary for joy:

e Believe the gospel (you are saved). I discussed this in
the previous chapter.

e Receive and obey the Word
e A proper response to trials.
e Set your hope on future glory.
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Compare this with one of Sarah Young’s favorite devotions,
September 5”. Both MacArthur and Young talk about having joy. Yet
they say has little in common. One is giving you the truth, the other
is deceiving you.

In this chapter we’ll learn about Christians who are not
experiencing joy. The first bullet point above is to be a believer. I'm
assuming you are, so let's look at the next point on MacArthur’s list.

Receive and Obey the Word

What separates you from God? Sin. If you are not receiving and
obeying the Word of God, you are sinning. Sin separates you from
God and thus from joy.

Sin is very appealing. It promises happiness and joy, however it
does not deliver on those promises. When David saw Bathsheba
bathing on her rooftop, David sinned. He lusted after her. Then his
desire for sinful “pleasure” resulted in his committing adultery with
her. And he went further. His desite to hide his sin resulted in his
murdering Uriah the Hittite. David's life was never the same after
that. He was still 2 man after God's own heart, but his sin took his
joy.

If you are not experiencing the joy of the Lord, look for sin in
your life, repent, and confess it to God, and your joy will grow.

Proper Response to Trials

Scriptures does not say to go out and find ways to put yourself
into a circumstance in which you are experiencing trials. You don't
need to look for them, you will experience trials... some large and
many that are small.

What do you do with your trials? Grumble and complain, and
make everyone around you as miserable as you are? Or do respond
with joy, trusting God, realizing that God is in control and will supply
all of your needs:

Count it all joy, my brothers, when_you meet trials of various kinds, for you
know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let
Steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete,
lacking in nothing. If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives
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generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him. But let him ask
in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea
that is driven and tossed by the wind. - James 1:2-8

What do you do when you are overwhelmed with trials? When
everything seems to be going wrong? Do you praise God, thanking
Him for the opportunity to trust in Him? That is the Biblical
response:

Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. - Romans
12:12

No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is
Saithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the
temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to
endure it. - 1 Corinthians 10:13

What do you do when certain individuals target you, causing you
nothing put problems... and they won't stop? Do you seek retaliation
and vengeance, or do you love them and serve them?

If your enemy is hungry, give him food to eat;
And if he is thirsty, give him water to drink;
For you will heap burning coals on his head,
Apnd the LORD will reward you. - Proverbs 25-21-22

How you respond to trials and difficulties impacts your joy or lack
of joy. When you respond in love, trusting God, your joy will grow.

Set Your Hope On Future Glory.

If you ever get the chance, read the book “The Heavenly Man” by
Brother Yun. It is the story of a Chinese Pastor who refuses to stop
preaching God's truth, and as a result he is regularly put in prison
where he is often beaten and tortured.. Chinese prisons are not
pleasant places, yet Brother Yun still has joy. Why? Because his eyes
were constantly on his hope of future glory.

When scripture says “hope” that does not mean something
unsure. It is not referring to something that may or may not happen.
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MacArthur explains what hope means in an article titled, “A Mystery
Manifested:”

That Christ indwell-s all believers is the source for their hope of glory and is
the subject or theme of the gospel ministry. What makes the gospel attractive
is not just that it promises present joy and help, but that it promises eternal
honor, blessing, and glory. When Christ comes to live in a believer, His
presence is the anchor of the promise of heaven—the guarantee of future bliss
eternally (of 2 Cor. 5:1-5; Eph. 1:13—14). - John MacArthur, A
Mystery Manifested, http://tinyurl.com/hnk2t8o

These are the source of your joy: salvation, obedience, proper
response to trials and difficulties, and keeping your eyes on the future
glory. How does this compare with Jesus Always’ promise of his
“continual Presence” and that you should keep looking for that
Presence until “you can discern the Light of My Presence shining upon your
difficulties, reflecting sparkles of Joy back to yon?”

Jesus Always and Biblical truth are very different. Which one are
you going follow?
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CHAPTER 25
DEPRESSION & THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT

“True joy is a gift from God to those who believe the gospel, being produced
in them by the Holy Spirit as they receive and obey the Word, mixed with
trials, and set their hope on future glory.” — John MacArthur sermon:
The Epistle of Joy (http://www.gty.org/resources/sermons/50-
1/the-epistle-of-joy)

You’ve tested yourself, you have truly repented and are trusting
in Jesus alone as your Savior. According to scripture you should be
experiencing the fruits of the Spirit, the second of which is joy:

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its
passions and desires. - Galatians 5:22-24

But you are not particularly feeling very joyful,. And you haven't
felt joy for a long time. What’s wrong? Is it because you are not
saved and the test did not reveal this? Do you have sin in your life?
Are you fighting against numerous trials? Or is there some other
problem?

This is a complex question. First you need to be sure you are not
confusing a lack of happiness with a lack of joy. There are going to
be times when we are not happy. Happiness, and unhappiness, are
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both emotions. Like other emotions they are a gift God has given us
to help motivate us to action or inaction.

Let’s say you’ve just lost your job and you are very unhappy.
That unhappiness motivates you to get up off the couch and go out
to look for a new job. So in this case, the emotion of unhappiness
provides a positive motivation.

But, what if what you are feeling is more than unhappiness? It is
a persistent depression. Christians do get depressed. Great Christian
leaders, such as D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones and Charles Spurgeon
experienced depression:

Spurgeon was indeed frequently “in heaviness.” Sometimes Spurgeon’s
depression was the direct result of his various illnesses, perbaps simply
psychologically, and in the case of his gout, probably physiologically as well.
Despite this, Spurgeon thought of his own depression as his “worst feature”
and once commented that “despondency is not a virtue; 1 believe it is a vice.”
-- The Anguish and Agonies of Charles Spurgeon, Christianity
Today, Issue 29, 1991

This is not a topic Jesus Abways provides any help with, but it is
real and it is serious.

Depression is not always a spiritual issue. It can be caused by
physical illness, or other physiological problems. That’s why the first
step to take, if you are persistently feeling depressed, is to see your
family physician. They will check for organic, chemical, and physical
causes of the depression. Once those are eliminated, then you can
look for spiritual causes.

How do You Deal with Spiritual Depression?

In a booklet titled “What Do You Do When You Become Depressed?”
(R&R  Publishing, www.prpbooks.com, phone 800-631-0094) the
founder of Nouthetic (Biblical) Counseling, Jay Adams, writes:

Although  depression is a terribly debilitating problem that is far too
widespread among Christians as well as among those who do not know God,
1t is not so difficult a problem to solve as it might first seem to be.

And what is the solution? To know the solution you need to
know the cause. John MacArthur reveals the cause:

156



DEPRESSION AND THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT

Although it is a gift from God to every believer and administered by the
Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22), joy is not always constant and full (cf. 1 John
1:4). The only certain cause for loss of joy in a believer’s life is sin, which
corrupts bis fellowship with the Lord, who is the source of joy. Such sinful
attitudes as dissatisfaction, bitterness, sullenness, doubt, fear and negativism
cause joy to be forfeited. Consequently, the only way to restore lost joy is to
repent and return to proper worship of and obedience to God. — John
MacArthur, New Testament Commentary, Philippians, 2001,
page 56.

The following is a summation of the recommendations Jay
Adams gives in his booklet. Notice that Adams also focuses on
turning from sin and toward obeying God. (Compare these Biblical
instructions for having joy with what Sarah Young writes in Jesus
Always. She totally ignores the effects of sin.)

1. Confess your sin of failing to assume your responsibilities, along with
any other sin that you may have failed to confess.

2. Begin to do whatever it is that God wants you to do in order to please
Him, regardless of whether you feel like it or not.

3. Deal biblically with any particular sin that may have triggered the bad
Jeelings originally (althongh the feeling may not have originated in sin).

4. Avoid pity parties, blue funks, and gripe groups. Schedule your work,
then follow your schedule—not your feelings.

Please note, and this is important, I'm not presenting this
information to help you solve a problem with depression. If you are
experiencing depression, get help from a certified Biblical councilor
(www.biblicalcounseling.com). Or at least get a copy of the Jay
Adams booklet (www.prpbooks.com) so you can read the above list
in its context. The point I'm making is that that depression is real,
and the Biblical solution is nothing like what Jesus Ahways says.

As Christians we are not always filled with joy. But, the road back
to joy is not the one described by the “Jesus” of Jesus Ahways. THIS
IS IMPORTANT. What Jesus Always says about experiencing joy is
not in agreement with what scripture says.
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Let’s look at a scriptural example. What was Paul’s life like?

.. beaten times without number, often in danger of death. Five times 1
received from the Jews thirty-nine lashes. Three times I was beaten with rods,
once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, a night and a day 1 have
spent in the deep. 1 have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers,
dangers from robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the
Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers on the sea,
dangers among false brethren; I have been in labor and hardship, through
many sleepless nights, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and
exposure. Apart from such external things, there is the daily pressure on me
of concern for all the churches. — 2 Corinthians 11:23b-28

With a job description like that, I don’t think there would be
many men willing to take on the work Paul did. He had a very tough
time. Earlier in his second letter to the Corinthians he describes how
he responded to all this:

We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not
despairing; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not
destroyed; -- 2 Corinthians 4:8-9

In spite of all that happened to him, Paul was not despairing.
Why? Let’s continue reading in 2 Corinthians:

always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus
also may be manifested in onr body. — 2 Corinthians 4:10

There’s the answer. The cross. Paul’s eyes were always on the
cross, the body of the dying of Jesus. In the words of the Helen
Lemmel hymn:

O soul, are you weary and troubled?
No light in the darkness you see?
There’s light for a look at the Savior,
And life more abundant and free.

Turn your eyes upon Jesus,
Look full in His wonderful face,
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And the things of earth will grow strangely dim,
In the light of His glory and grace.

Through death into life everlasting
He passed, and we follow Him there;
O'er us sin no more hath dominion
For more than congu’rors we are!

His Word shall not fail yon, He promised;
Believe Himz and all will be well;

Then go to a world that is dying,

His perfect salvation to tell!

Read these words carefully. They summarize the source of joy.

Notice that the focus is on the cross, which is the source of our
hope. It does not say turn your eyes upon Jesus while he was
preaching the Sermon on the Mount, or while he was raising Lazarus
from the dead. The focus is on:

Through death into life everlasting
He passed, and we follow Him there;

And the focus is on sin, and that sin was defeated at the cross,
and just as Jesus rose from the dead, we will follow Him to glory.

We have joy when we have repented and confessed our sin, and
have our eyes on eternity. Because of the cross we know our time
here on earth is short and we’ll spend eternity in glory with Jesus
Christ. There is nothing anyone can do to take that away from you.
The worst anyone can do is hurt you physically, but that is only
momentary compared with eternity in heaven.

In summary, in the introduction to his commentary on
Philippians, John MacArthur points out the six characteristics of joy:
(The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, Philippians, 2001,
pages 10 & 11)

1. Joy is a gift from God. David declared, “Yon have put gladness in my
heart, more than when their grain and new wine abound. In peace I will
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both lie down and sleep, for You alone, O Lord, make me to dwell in
safety.” (Psalm 4:7-8)

God grants joy to those who believe the gospel. Jesus told his disciples,
“These things 1 have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and
that you joy may be made full.” (Jobn 15:11)

Joy is produced by God the Holy Spirit. “For the kingdom of God is
not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the
Holy Spirit.” (Roamns 14;17)

Joy is excperienced most fully as believers receive and obey God’s Word.
The prophet Jeremiah exculted, “Y our words were found and 1 ate them,
and Your words became for me a joy and the delight of my heart.”
(Jeremiah 15:16)

A believer’s joy is deepened through trials. The full reality of joy is
experienced when it is contrasted with sadness, sorrow and difficulties.
“You also have become imitators of us and of the Lord, having received
the word in much tribulation with the joy of the Holy Spirit.” (1
Thessalonians 1:6)

A believer’s joy is made complete when they set their hope on the glory of
heaven. They are always to be “rejoicing in hope.” (Romans 12:12)

Based on this list, if you are not experiencing joy, do you see
where changes need to be made? Again it comes down to:

You need to truly be a believer in Jesus Christ as your Savior.
(Numbers 1, 2 & 3 on the list.)

You need to receive and obey God’s Word. This means
reading your Bible, understanding it as it was originally
written, and obeying it (getting sin out of your life). (Number
4 on the above list.)

When you experience trials and difficult times, keep your eyes
upon Jesus, the cross, and eternity. Be an imitator of Jesus
and place your hope on the glory of heaven. This is how to
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prevent trials from leading you into sin. (Number 5 & 6 on
the list.)

This is nothing like what you find in Jesus Always. Instead, Jesus
Abways leads you away from the true Jesus of the Bible, and toward a
false Jesus, a false gospel, and a false promise of salvation. The Bible
leads you toward salvation and away from sin, and that is what
produces true joy.

[Paul] was a larger-than-life model of a man of God whose joy never faltered.
He resisted anything that threatened to come between him and his intimate
Sellowship and trust in the Lord. Paul certainly experienced sorrow and tears,
suffered grief and disappointment, and was troubled by sinful, weak and
contentions believers. Yet, there never seems to have been a time in bis life as
a believer when circumstances diminished his joy. In fact, it seems as it the
worse affliction merely tightened his grip on salvation’s joy. — John
MacArthur, New Testament Commentary, Philippians, 2001,
page 560

None of what we’ve talked about concerning Biblical joy sounds
anything like what Jesus Calling says for September 5th. One of Sarah
Young’s favorite devotions, proves to be totally unbiblical. Don’t let
the unbiblical teaching of Jesus A/ways infect your life and your soul.
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CHAPTER 26
JESUS SPEAKING:
SINFUL OR ACCEPTABLE?

I started out by saying that, if Jesus Akvays had not been written by
putting the words of this devotion on the lips of Jesus, I would not
have written this book. Jesus Abhvays would just have been another
poor quality, unbiblical devotional book... and there are a lot of
those.

But Jesus Always is written as though Jesus is speaking, and we
need to address the question: is this sinful or is it acceptable to God?
Let’s start by being sure we're all on the same page as far as
definitions. We’ll start by defining sin:

What Is Sin?

Sin is doing or thinking in a way that is contrary to how God acts
and thinks. Righteousness is the opposite of sin. Righteousness is
acting and thinking in accordance with the character of God. You are
sinning any time you are not being righteous. So you are sinning
whenever you act or think in a way contrary to how God acts or
thinks. Why is this?

You were created in the image of God. When you do not reflect
that image, you are sinning.

To help you know the character of God, He has given you His
laws, such as the Ten Commandments. God's laws describe His
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character and what you should be like. If you break God's laws, you
are sinning... meaning you are not behaving in a way that is consistent
with God's character.

So, this is the question: is writing Jesus A/ways in a way such that
“Jesus” is speaking the words of each devotion sinful or righteous? Is
it acting in accordance with God's character or is it acting contrary to
the character of God?

Let's take a look at the opening line of the January 2nd Jesus
Always devotion. This is typical of all the Jesus Always devotions:"

‘T AM YOUR JOY! These four words can light up your life. Since I am
always with you, the joy of My Presence is continually accessible to you.” -
Jesus Always, January 2™

The ‘T” and “My” in the above quote refers to “Jesus.” This is
“Jesus” speaking.

Let's stop and think: Who is Jesus? He is God. When God speaks,
and His words are recorded in writing, what are they called? That’s an
easy question, they are scripture.

Since the words in Jesus Always are represented as coming from the
lips of the Son of God, then the book “Jesus Always” should be added
to the Holy Bible. If we take it at face value, as it is written Jesus
Always is an additional revelation from God. There is no question
about this, because it is God who is represented as speaking.

But, the “About The Author” section in Jesus Always states:

Sarah Young's devotional writings are personal reflections from her daily
quiet time of Bible reading, praying, and writing in prayer journals. - Jesus
Always, page 383

Sarah Young states that this is not Jesus speaking. These are just
Sarah Young's “reflections.” So there is no problem, right? But, the
book is written as though Jesus was speaking. You can’t have it both
ways.

If this book were fiction, Jesus could be shown as speaking. I
don’t agree with that as being a good thing to do, but at least it would

19 — It’s time to test what you’ve been learning. Do you see anything that is unbiblical in this
quote? Is this quote promoting New Age beliefs? | hope your answer to both questions is “yes.”
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be identified as fiction. However, Sarah Young never represents Jesus
Abways as fiction. The Jesus Ahvays devotions are presented as factual,
giving instructions, training, advice and commands that come from
the lips of “Jesus.” Putting these words in the mouth of Jesus makes
them equivalent to scripture.

If Someone Is Represented As Saying Something
They Never Said, What Is That Called?

It is lying. And that means Jesus Always is blasphemy. It is a lie to
put words in on the lips of Jesus that he did not say.

As you’ve already seen, many of the words that have been put on
the lips of our Savior in Jesus Always are not biblical. That represents
“Jesus” Himself as a liar, because either the Holy Bible is wrong or
the “Jesus” of Jesus Always is wrong, and in both cases it is Jesus
speaking. One of these Jesuses is telling the truth, and the other is a
liar. That’s a HUGE problem.

This is blasphemy. Jesus never spoke the words Sarah Young is
representing Him as saying. Christians know lying is wrong. We are
to have the character of God, and lying is a major violation of God’s
character.

What Is Blasphemy?

Blasphemy is doing or saying something that does not show
proper reverence for God. Blasphemy is also doing or saying
something that harms God's reputation... something that detracts
from His glory. Putting words into the mouth of Jesus, words Jesus
never said, is misrepresenting God. Putting words in God’s mouth,
misrepresenting Biblical truth and promoting New Age theology, is a
total misrepresentation of who God is. There is no question, that's
blasphemy.

“Whenever anybody places words in the mouth of God that God did not say,
they are misrepresenting Him as well. To write a book and present that book
to others as the words of Jesus talking to them goes way beyond the standard
practice of an anthor writing their thoughts and beliefs. They have taken their
words and exalted them to the status of equality with the Bible no matter
what claim they try to make otherwise.” - Robert Alan King, A Christian
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Rebuttal to Sarah Young's Jesus Calling, Introduction, 2011
Kindle book

So Why Did Sarah Young Do This?

The only hint we have comes from Sarah Young’s Jesus Calling
book:

“T have written from the perspective of Jesus speaking to help readers feel
more personally connected with Him [Jesus]” — Jesus Calling, 2014 10®
Anniversary Edition, page XIII

In her words, the reason is so that you will feel more personally
connected with Jesus. Can you become more personally connected
with Jesus by reading something that misrepresents Jesus... something
that has Jesus saying things He never said? No. You'd be reading a
lie. Misrepresentation is a form of lying. Lying is a sin and sin doesn't
bring you closer to Jesus. As we’ve seen, sin separates you from
Jesus.

But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and
your sins have hidden His face from you so that He does not hear. — Isaiah
59:2

Sarah Young is right in one respect. You can feel more personally
connected with the “Jesus” of Jesus Calling. But, that does not mean
you are growing closer to the real Jesus, the Son of God. The reality
is you are “beconzing more personally connected to” a lie. To a “Jesus” who
does not exist. And that means you are moving further away from the
real Jesus and closer to a false Jesus. Even a small lie moves you away
from Jesus.

Yes, even a small lie about Jesus represents the almighty creator
God as being less than who He is... less than the perfect, eternal,
omniscient, holy, righteous, loving God we know from scripture.
Never forget Jesus IS GOD. And never forget who God is.

For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, the
mighty, and the awesome God. - Deuteronomy 10:17
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Here's another question: Does the “Jesus” of Jesus Abvays sound
like the Jesus of the Bible? Read the book of Isaiah starting with
chapter 40. This is the true Jesus speaking:

Listen to Me, O Jacob, even Lsrael whom I called; I am He, I am the first,
I am also the last. Surely My hand founded the earth, And My right hand
spread out the heavens; besides Me there is no God. - Isaiah 48:12-13

Who is speaking here? The Son of God, Jesus. These words, as
well as most of Isaiah chapters 40 through 66, are a direct quotes
from Jesus. They are the words of the Son of God. How do we know
this is Jesus speaking? Go to Isaiah 48:16

Come near to Me, listen to this: From the first I have not spoken in secret,
From the time it took place, I was there. And now the Lord GOD has
sent Me, and His Spirit.

Who did the sending? “The Lord God,” the Father.

Who was sent? The speaker, “Me.” That can only be the Son. The
One who has been speaking since the beginning of chapter 40.

Who was also sent? The Spirit.

Here in the Old Testament we see the Trinity. The Father is doing
the sending. It is the Son who has been speaking since chapter 40.
And the Spirit was also sent. These are the words of Jesus Christ, the
Son of God. This is what the true Jesus Christ sounds like. His words
have a depth and richness to them not found in Jesus Abhways. This is
not the Jesus of the Jesus Ahways devotional book.

Never forget Jesus IS GOD. You do not become more personally
connected to God through words placed in His mouth by a human
writer... words He never said... words that in many cases contradict
what the real Jesus has said in the Bible. Any form of a lie is sin, and
sin separates us from God.

The Jesus Always devotions DO NOT honor or glorifty God, nor
do they correctly represent the character of God.
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CHAPTER 27
BUT, JESUS SPEAKING MAKES
THE BOOK MORE INTERESTING

Several people who like Sarah Young's first book, Jesus Calling,
have told me: “If's no big deal. It's just a point of view. Having Jesus speak
the words in Jesus Calling helps make the book more interesting to read.”

To say this is to forget who we are talking about... God. It is a big
deal. Does God lend His name to be used for a product
endorsement? Does God want His names used in a book just so that
book will be more interesting? No, never!

You cannot buy or borrow the name of God to help make a book,
a movie, a theme park, or anything else more interesting. God is not
some famous movie star, TV pitchman, or flim-flam man willing to
have his name attached to any book or product someone wishes to
sell. God is holy. Only what is of God, may be attributed to God.

Never Forget Who God Is

As for God, His way is perfect; The word of the I.ORD is proven; - 2 Samuel
22:31 (NKJV)

Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, and the one who formed you from the
womb, ‘1, the Lord, am the maker of all things, Stretching out the heavens by
Myself and spreading out the earth all alone, Cansing the omens of boasters to
Sail, Making fools out of diviners, Causing wise men to draw back And
turning their knowledge into foolishness.” — Jesus speaking in Isaiah
44:24-25
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Let's think about this. What is accomplished by writing a
devotional book from the point of view of Jesus (God)? It gives
authority to what is said. Authority it does not deserve, since these
are not actually the words of Jesus.

Without regard to what the author may have intended, many
readers are left with the impression that Jesus is speaking to them
personally through this devotional book. The words of Jesus have
authority... Jesus is God. And for that reason, only the actual words
of Jesus... the words of scripture... should ever be attributed as
coming from Jesus.

Sarah Young is not just writing from any point of view, let's say
the point of view of a famous pastor. She is writing from the point of
view of God. No one should do that, unless they are writing the
inspired word of God... in other words unless it is scripture.
Otherwise, what is written is deceptive. Why? Because, coming from
God’s lips, it appears to have authority and trustworthiness that, in
reality, it doesn’t have.

While she acknowledges that “1 knew these writings were not inspired as
Seripture is” (xit), she still desired “to share some of the messages I have
received” (xiii). There is simply no way around it: Sarah Young is claiming
to have received these messages directly from God. Whether or not you
Sformally place those messages in the same category of Scripture, she is
claiming to be a modern prophetess, receiving the Lord’s word and
transmitting it to others.

Friends, this is dangerous. We cannot say “thus saith the Lord” without
constdering the incredible weight of that responsibility, the closed canon of
Scripture, and the fearful judgment promised to those who falsely claim to
speak for God and/ or add to His Word.” — Rick Thomas' Review of
Jesus Calling (http:/ /tiny.cc/ocsz4x)

You Can't Say It Is Wrong. Her Intentions Were Good.
Some of the people I've discussed Jesus Calling with have
responded, “But her [Sarah Young] intentions are good.”

Jesus does not judge based on intentions. We can be Christians
with good intentions and still be teaching falsehoods. In the Sermon
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on the Mount Jesus reveals that even believers can disobey God, and
teach others to do the same.

Whoever then annuls one of the least of these commandments, and teaches
others to do the same, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; -
Matthew 5:19

Notice that the penalty the false teacher receives is to be “called
least in the kingdom of heaven.” That means Jesus is talking about
someone who is saved. They are in the kingdom, so they are a
believer. But, they are teaching people to violate God's
commandments. They are probably very sincere about what they are
teaching, but it is still false teaching.

So we see from scripture that even true believers can present false
teaching... lies... and they can be very sincere in their teaching. Does
that make the false teaching acceptable? No. The good intentions of
the teacher make no difference. If what is written is false, the good
intentions of an author make no difference. You can be very sincere,
and be very wrong,.

What is written in Jesus Always are not the words of Jesus. This is
God we are talking about! God does not lend His name to be used to
make a book more interesting. Any book that puts words in the
mouth of God (Jesus), other than the words of scripture, is giving
those words authority they do not deserve. That is very dangerous,
and it makes this a book a book no Christians should be reading.
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CHAPTER 28
BUT, JESUS ALWAYS REALLY HELPED ME

When talking with people about Sarah Young’s previous book,
Jesus Calling, the number one reason people gave me for liking it was
because it helped them have a good start to their day. You can easily
also see this in the reviews people write on Amazon:

There is nothing wrong with something that helps you to feel
better, as long as it is Biblical. God has given us feelings, and there is
a purpose for our feelings. But, we need to be sure we are getting this
help from a Biblical source.

New Age practices and spirituality do have real power, and can
result in feelings of peace and joy. But, the sources of those feelings
and experiences are demonic. Demons have no problem helping us
to feel good, if it takes our focus off Christ.

Remember there is a beantiful side of evil—deceptive, subtle, adorned with
all manner of spiritual refinements, but no less from the pit of hell than that
which is blatantly demonic. - Johanna Michaelsen, The Beautiful Side
of BEvil, 1975, page216

When looking at how they impact us, one of the differences
between the Bible and Jesus Alvays is that scripture deals with
knowledge, understanding, and the promises of God. Jesus Abways
primarily deals with experiences, feelings, and emotions.

Although there are a few calls to read scripture, the overall
approach of Jesus Always is to speak to your emotions. It's a book that
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makes you feel good because it places you and your feelings at the
center. The Jesus of Jesus Abhways exists to serve you. That’s a huge
simplification, but that’s what Jesus A/ways is about... feelings and
manipulating your emotions.

Is there anything wrong with feeling good for a while? No, unless
it leads you away from Jesus. And that's what Jesus Always does. It
places the focus on YOUR feelings. It is actually a book about you,
not Jesus.

Why are you reading Jesus Abhvays? Is it because you are having the,
“It makes me feel good.” types of experiences we see in Amazon
reviews Or, is it because it gives you a growing knowledge of God
and His will? In his prayer for the Colossian church Paul shows us
what the answer should be:

We have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the
knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding. —
Colossians 1:9

Paul never prays for believers to feel good, or have a good start to
their day. Paul prays that believers be filled with the knowledge of
God.

If your answer was that you read Jesus A/ways because it makes you
feel good, your focus is in the wrong place. It is on YOU, instead of
on GOD. It’s a focus on making YOU feel good, not on growing
closer to God through knowing Him better. Paul’s prayer was for
growing knowledge, not for the Colossians to have fuzzy-warm,
comfortable feelings.

What is scripture about? God. Scripture focuses on God. It
focuses on giving you knowledge about God... on what He has
done, and on His plan for restoration and redemption. Does reading
scripture result in feeling good? Yes, it does. But, that’s not the
purpose of scripture. It’s the result of reading scripture... the result
of learning about God, what He has done, and His promises.

Therefore we do not lose heart, but though ounr outer man is decaying, yet onr
inner man is being renewed day by day. For momentary, light affliction is
producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, while we
look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for
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the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are
eternal.- 2 Corinthians 4:16-18

How do we get knowledge about Jesus? It's very simple, read the
scriptures. Desire God and read His word.

Truth: Focuses On God.
Falsehood: Focuses On The Results Of Knowing God
(On What You Get).

Knowing God fills us with joy! Why are we filled with joy?
Because, knowing Jesus as our Savior means we become children of
God and joint heirs with Christ, as Paul describes in Romans:

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. For you
did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of
adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit Himself bears
witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs;
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that
we may also be glorified together. For I consider that the sufferings of this
present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be
revealed in us. For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the
revealing of the sons of God. - Romans 8:14-19

Where is Paul’s focus? On God. As you read the above, what is it
that we have done? Nothing. Why should we have joy when we are
suffering? Because of God and His promise of eternal life. Because
any suffering we experience now is nothing compared with partaking
of the glory of God as an adopted child of God.

“A final truth about adeption is that it involves an inberitance....How
unexpected and how breathtaking is the gracious provision of God! The
marvel increases with the news that we are co-heirs with Christ. Sharing His
sufferings may be looked at as simply the cost of discipleship. Yet it has a
brighter aspect, because it is the prelude to partaking with Him of the coming
glory.” — Everett F. Harrison, Expositors Bible Commentary, 1986,
Romans, page 93.
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Does this focus on knowledge make the Bible seem rather dry and
impersonal? Isn’t God about relationships? Yes, He is. Have you
noticed that in the Bible knowledge implies a relationship?

For the Christian, knowledge implies a relationship. For example, when the
Bible says that “Adam knew Eve his wife” (Genesis 4:1, NKJV'), it means
he had a physical union with her. Spiritual relationships are also described
this way. Jesus used the word know to refer to His saving relationship with
those who follow Him: “1 am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my
sheep know me” (John 10:14). He also told His disciples, “Y ou will know
the truth, and the truth will set you free” (Jobn 8:32). By contrast, Jesus said
to the unbelieving Jews, “You do not know [my Father]” (verse 55).
Therefore, to know Christ is to have faith in Him, to follow Him, to have a
relationship with Him, to love and be loved by Him. (See also Jobn 14:7; 1
Corinthians 8:3; Galatians 4:9; and 2 Timothy 2:19.) Increasing in the
knowledge of God is part of Christian maturity and is something all
Christians are to experience as we “grow in the grace and knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18). — Got Questions
Ministry, http://tiny.cc/7uhb5x

If a Book “Helps” You, Does That Make It A Good Book?

Reading a novel such as A Tale of Two Cities has helped some
people get through a tough time. However, whether or not a book
has “helped” you is not the criteria you should use to judge that
book. There are web sites that recommend reading the Satanic Bible
because some people feel it has helped them. Does that mean the
Satanic Bible is a good book? Nol

Muslims talk about how the Quran has changed their lives for the
good. Does that mean the Quran is a good book? Nol!

The criteria is: does it conform to scripture? Is it fully in
agreement with scripture? It is in scripture that you'll find the answers
that truly help you. It’s amazing, scripture really does have the
answers to all of our problems and troubles.

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us?

He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how
will He not also with Him freely give us all things? — Romans 8:31-32

176



BUT, JESUS ALWAYS REALLY HELPED ME

What about emotional healing? Does the Bible have any answers?
What does scripture say about healing when you are experiencing
fear, anxiety, and depression? How can you overcome addictions?

The Bible has healing information for each of these, as well as
every other emotional problem you could have. Yes, some problems
are physical. If you are anxious and can’t sleep, it may be because
you’ve had 20 cups of coffee today. But, scripture does have the
answers for every emotional problem. You will find the general
principle in Ephesians chapter four:

So this I say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer
Just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind, being darkened
in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance
that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart; and they, having
become callons, have given themselves over to sensuality or the practice of
every kind of impurity with greediness.

But you did not learn Christ in this way, if indeed you have heard Hin and
have been tanght in Him, just as truth is in Jesus, that, in reference to your
Sformer manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in
accordance with the lusts of deceit, and that you be renewed in the spirit of
your mind, and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been
created in righteousness and holiness of the truth. - Ephesians 4:17-24

These verses in Ephesians tell us exactly what we need to do.
What is it? To paraphrase the above: lay aside the old self and put on
the new self. We are to get rid of the old self that is experiencing
depression, or fear, or anger, or even a bad habit... and that is where
most people stop. They do something to get rid of the problem, and
then say, “The problem is fixed. It's gone.” But, if you don't replace
the old self with something else, the old self comes right back.

When you get rid of something it leaves a vacuum waiting to be
filled. If you don't fill it with something Biblical... the old self just
comes right back.

The principle is to get rid of the old, and replace it with the new,
Biblical self. Does Jesus Always tell you to do this? Let’s find out. The
idea of putting off the old and putting on the new is expressed in
three devotions.
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This involves putting off your old self—your old way of thinking
and doing things—and putting on the new self. — Jesus Abhways,
June 24

You need to be made new in the attitude of your mind and to put
on the new self—becoming increasingly godly, righteous, and
holy. — Jesus Always, March 27th

The question to ask is, what is the “new self” that you are
supposed to put on? Is it the image of Jesus Christ as described in
scripture, or is it something or someone else? The answer is given in
the May 7" devotion.

Until then, I am training you to be made new in the attitude of
your mind, to put on the new self. — Jesus Always, May 7th

Although your new self is being conformed to My image, this
process doesn’t erase the essence of who you are. — Jesus Always,
May 7

Jesus Always wants you to be conformed to the image of the
fictional “Jesus” of Jesus Always. A “Jesus” who is deeply involved in
New Age (unbiblical) practices such as Practicing the Presence.
That’s deception. What Jesus Always is saying sounds Biblical, but it is
leading you to be conformed to the image of demons or Satan. RUN!

Do you need to find a good Biblical counselor? Many counselors say they
are “Biblical,” but that does not mean they base their counseling on
scripture. Look for a counselor who is certified by the Association of
Certified Biblical Counselors (ACBC). More information is available on
their web site: www.biblicalcounseling.com
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CHAPTER 29
TRUSTING THE REAL JESUS
TO TRULY HEAL YOU

You’re having a bad day, you’ve hurt your arm and need some
help changing a flat tire on your car. A man stops and offers to help.
He’s well dressed and is full of advice, not only for changing tires, but
on how to maintain your car. You talk for about 15 minutes and you
find you are really enjoying the conversation. Your day doesn’t seem
so bad after all. You’ve met a nice guy, who is pleasant to talk with,
and he’s promised to help you.

As he’s talking the man picks up the jack... and slides it under the
cat... that's progress. Then he pats the flat tire and assures you it will
be just fine... you just need to relax and let him take care of it.

You’re feeling great, and an hour later, although he did take the
spare out of the trunk, the tire still hasn’t been changed. This is the
Jesus of Jesus Ahways. You get promises, you get a dash of truth, and
you feel better for a while, but you are trusting someone who cannot
deliver on the promises he’s made. The tire never gets changed.

The Bible tells us to trust Jesus... the real Jesus and the actual
words of scripture. And... this is important... we are to trust him in a
very different way than Jesus Alvays asks us to trust. The key question
we’ll look at in this chapter is: what are we to trust Jesus for?

Trusting the Jesus of Jesus Always

I picked a random date. Then I looked at the next ten days of
devotions and wrote down the benefits Jesus Always seems to identify
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as a result of trusting Jesus, or being in the Presence of “Jesus”. I've
tried to stay with a literal reading, however it is easy to interpret Jesus
Abways in many different ways. So if you repeat what I've done, you
may get a slightly different result.

Here is the list of the benefits of trusting Jesus, based on ten days
in April. According to Jesus Ahways you are to trust Jesus to:

e get you safely through the day (April 6™)

e keep you from being separated from him (April 7")

e steady you in your ups and downs through the day (April 8")
e guide you along the pathway of life (April 9th)

e sustain you (April 10th)

e take you to Glory—to be with Him forever (April 10™)
e transform the way you think (April 11" ")

e make you ready for anything (April 12%)

e bring you success (April 13™)

o keep your feet on the path of Peace (April 14™)

e find spiritual and emotional security (April 14™)

¢ be your God Friend taking care of you (April 15th)

To summarize the above, I'd say that Jesus' primary goal is for you
to have a good day. If you trust him, he'll guide you through the day,
keeping you safe, eliminating troubles, and giving you strength and
peace. And, by the way, in the end he’ll take you to glory.

My impression, from reading all of the Jesus Always devotions, is
that to trust means to relax in his Presence. You need to cultivate an
attitude of quietness and calmness and live in the now... don't be
thinking about yesterday or tomorrow. When you are experiencing
his Presence, he will guide you and help you deal with whatever
comes up. The promised result is Peace and Joy (capitalized). I don't
know if you noticed, but this is straight out of the box New Age
doctrine.

Yes, Jesus Always does offer a good amount of Biblical words,
phrases, and principles. For the ten days I looked at above, April 10®
promises that someday “Jesus” will “Zake you to Glory to be with him
forever”” That sounds biblical, although if you read the devotion
almost everything leading up to that promise is New Age spirituality
mixed with Christian phrases.
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Trusting the Jesus of the Bible

Trust in the LLORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own
understanding. - Proverbs 3:5

Let's finish our look at “trust” by going to scripture. What does it
mean to trust the Jesus of the Holy Bible? It means you can trust His
character. You can trust His wisdom, His power, His faithfulness,
and His goodness. You can trust that what He tells you to do is the
right thing to do. All of this means you can trust His promises. For
example, Jesus has promised that if you believe in Him, you will not
perish:

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. - John 3:16

This is a promise of salvation. Believers are promised eternal life.
Jesus is saying that if you trust Him, you will not experience the
second death—the lake of fire—but will experience eternal life in
God's presence in heaven forever. What a wonderful promise!

Jesus Always Says The Same Thing, What's Wrong?

How do you know you can trust the Jesus of the Bible? Because
He never did anything to betray your trust. Even His most fantastic
promise, that there is life after death, was verified by His resurrection.
The true Jesus has never lied to you, He has never lead you away
from truth, and His focus is always where it should be, on glorifying
God.

The “Jesus” of Jesus Always cannot say the same thing. As you've
seen in this book, this false “Jesus” misleads you about the meaning
of scripture. He misrepresents the character of God, taking away the
Father's glory. Instead of leading you to truth, he leads you into
unbiblical New Age spiritual practices such as the Presence. And he
bribes you by putting the focus of these devotions on you, instead of
on Him where it belongs.

The real Jesus is perfect. Human and demonic creations are
flawed, and you can see those flaws in the “Jesus” of Jesus Abvays.”
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Don't follow a false Jesus, who you cannot trust, and who is leading
you down the wide road away from the true Jesus Christ.
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CHAPTER 30

SHOULD YOU RUN FROM JESUS ALWAYS?

The question this book asks is, should you RUN from Jesus
Always? I hope you’ve seen the answer is, YES. Jesus Abhvays is not a
Biblical devotional.

Jesus Always misrepresents scripture. In every example we
looked at, Jesus Ahways gets something wrong about scripture.
From having a wrong understanding of scripture, to
misrepresenting the path to joy in one of Sarah Young’s
favorite devotions. Jesus Ahways is not a Biblical devotional.
This alone is enough reason to throw away your copy of Jesus
Abways.

Jesus Abhways shows no understanding of the foundational
principle that sin separates us from God and is the source of
problems such as fear, anxiety, and depression. Sin is talked
about as separating us from God, nor is sin identified as the
root cause of the problems we all have. (Note: this is
consistent with New Age beliefs about sin, but it is not
consistent with what the Bible teaches.)

Jesus Ahways teaches New Age principles and practices. This is
most easily seen in the capitalization of words such as Joy,
Peace and Glory, and the use of phrases such as Glory-
strength and “holy illumination.” This type of capitalization
and word usage indicates a belief that god is everything, and
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everything is god. It is the belief in the oneness with god and
it leads to the belief in the Presence of god within you. Since
god is within you, you can communicate with him using
techniques such as quieting yourself (silence), being in the
now, and saying “breath prayers.” These are prayers that
repeat words or short phrases, sometimes whispering them.
All of these New Age beliefs and practices are characteristic
of the devotions in Jesus Always.

New Age teaching is also seen in the emphasis on coming
into the Presence of Jesus through practices such as quieting
yourself (silence), whispering/saying short, repetitive prayers,
and being in the now. Byitself, the New Age teaching in Jesus
Abways is sufficient reason to never pick up this devotional.

Jesus is speaking in Jesus Always. As we saw, if you did this
with Oprah you’d quickly be sued. God is holy, righteous,
majestic, and the most high. Why do we think we can do to
God what we cannot do to a human television personality?
To put words in the mouth of God, that He didn’t say, is
blasphemous. To put words in His mouth that contradict and
misrepresent scripture, and that promote unbiblical New Age
beliefs and practices... means that Jesus Ablvays is putting
heresy, anti-Christian teaching, lies, and other blasphemies on
the lips of Jesus. That is total unacceptable.

Jesus Abways failed D. Martyn Lloyd Jones’ tests for false
teaching. This six-part test revealed it as false teaching.

Jesus came to seck and save the lost. Everything He said and
did was focused on this objective. This includes numerous
warnings not to be deceived by false teaching and false
teachers, as well as warning people who think they were saved
but who are not (false converts). We also saw that warning
against false doctrine is emphasized more than anything else
in the New Testament, even more than love and unity. So
these warning are incredibly important.
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Jesus’ focus on salvation is nowhere seen in Jesus Abhways. In
addition, Jesus Abhvays has the characteristic that is the most
common characteristic of false teaching: a total disregard for
discernment, and a lack of warnings about false teaching and
false converts.

The evidence is overwhelming... Jesus Alwvays is not a Christian
devotional. It is a New Age/New Spirituality book that leads people
away from the true Jesus of scripture. Each of the above points, by
themselves, is reason enough to reject Jesus Ahways. If you have a copy
of Jesus Ahways ot Jesus Calling, throw it away. Don’t ever give it as a
gift and do not keep a copy in your home. YES, you should RUN

trom Jesus Abhwvays, just as the Apostle John ran from the false teacher
Cerinthus.
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APPENDIX:
INTRODUCTION

In these appendices I provide additional information for those
who want to go deeper into Biblical truth. The New Age belief in
Presence is apparent in most of the Jesus Always devotions, and is
totally at odds with how scripture describes the presence of God. In
the following appendices I discuss the various ways people are
described as being in the presence of God in scripture. Compare
these with Jesus Ahways and you'll find there is no comparison.

In addition, I provide commentary on a couple of additional
verses in scripture that are commonly used to support the New Age
idea of Practicing the Presence. Once again you'll see that when Jesus
Abways 1s compared with scripture, it is obvious that Jesus Ablvays is
not Biblical.

I've also have included what I've called the Mother Teresa Test.
False believers are a major problem in Christianity, and the need to
test ourselves to see if we are in the faith is important, that I thought
one additional test that provides a unique approach to revealing false
believers might be useful.
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APPENDIX A
PHYSICALLY BEING IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD

How is the word “presence” used in scripture? In chapter nine I
listed the different ways people in scripture have experienced the
presence of Jesus (God). Here in the appendices we'll examine some
of them to learn more about what it means to truly be in the presence
of Jesus (God). We'll start with a New Testament use of the word
“presence,” meaning to be in the physical presence of Jesus during
his time on earth.

Physically Being In The Presence of Jesus

Behold, the virgin shall be with child and shall bear a Son, and they shall
call His name Immanuel,” which translated means, “God with us.” —
Matthew 1:23

Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the
Jorm of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. Being found
in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the
point of death, even death on a cross — Philippians 2:5b-8

Jesus... God, came to earth, took the form of a bond-servant,
and was made in the likeness of men. While Jesus appeared as a man,
He was still God. Those who walked with Him, ate with Him, and
talked with Him, all had the experience of being in the presence of
God. Most did not recognize that He was God, because Jesus had

189



SHOULD YOU RUN FROM JESUS ALWAYS?

emptied Himself. But still, He did many things that only God can do,
such as forgive sins, controlling the weather, knowing people’s
thoughts, and giving life to the dead.

This type of experience of actually interacting with God on earth
is not happening now. However, it will happen again when Jesus
returns to earth in judgment.

Then He will also say to those on His left, “Depart from Me, accursed ones,
into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels.” —
Matthew 25:41

The next time this will happen will be at the end of the seven
year Tribulation when Jesus will appear on the clouds returning to
earth to carry out what is called the Judgment of the Sheep and the
Goats.

But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him,
then He will sit on His glorious throne. All the nations will be gathered
before Him; and He will separate them from one another, as the shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats; and He will put the sheep on His right,
and the goats on the left.. — Matthew 25:31-33

We cannot have the experience of being with Jesus in the same
way as people were during the 33 years He was physically present on
earth. Scripture makes it very plain He will not return until the end of
the Great Tribulation.

But wait, you say, what about the people who are brought to
heaven where they meet Jesus, spend some time with Him, and then
return to Earth? That's a subject for another book, but suffice it to
say scripture makes it clear this does not happen. We die once, and
then are judged.

It is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment. -
Hebrews 9:27

Proverbs 30:4 asks the question, “Who bas ascended into heaven and
descended?” And the answer is, no one except He who descended from
heaven, the Son of Man (John 3:13).
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In a 2012 article Phil Johnson notes that:

Only four anthors in all the Bible were blessed with visions of heaven and
wrote about what they saw: the prophets Isaiah and Ezekiel, and the
apostles Paul and  Jobn. Two other biblical figures—=Micaiah and
Stephen—ygot glimpses of heaven, but what they saw is merely mentioned,
not described (2 Chronicles 18:18; Acts 7:55). ...all of these were prophetic
visions, not near-death experiences. Not one person raised from the dead in
the Old or New Testaments ever recorded for us what he or she experienced
in heaven. That includes Lazarus, who spent four days in the grave. - Phil
Johnson, The Burpo-Malarkey Doctrine,

http://tinyutl.com/zt30lee
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APPENDIX B
PSALM 21:6

For You mafke him most blessed forever; Y ou make him joyful with gladness
in Your presence. — Psalm 21:6

Psalm 21:6 is a verse New Agers commonly use to talk about joy
resulting from being in the Presence of God. It is referenced by at
least the following devotions in Jesus Ablwvays:

January 2 September 7 October 13

So let's learn about the context of this verse. Please open your
Bible to read the complete Psalm. It can be divided into two parts,
verses 1-6 and verses 7-13.

“The first part of psalm 21 is a thanksgiving for victory: the last part is an
anticipation of future victories in the Lord through the king-general.” -
John MacArthur, Bible Commentary, 2005, page 611

Within the first half of the psalm verses 1-3 talk about the
physical victory in battle the Lord has given to the king David.
Starting in verse three the psalmist transitions from physical battles to
the spiritual battles.

“No one can miss the Messianic note in verses 3-6...” - W. Graham
Scroogie, The Psalms Volume 1, 1948, page 135.
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In the second part of verse 4 the subject fully turns to eternal life
and salvation, and that David will be blessed into eternity. How will
this happen? Because, as recorded in 2" Samuel, the Messiah will
come from David's line.

There was one event that must be regarded as the crowning climax of all that
he |David| experienced, and that is the event recorded in I Samuel 7,
where David is appraised of the fact that God shall bless him in such a
measure that bis kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, to be ruled by
One of the line of David who shall reign eternally. — H.C. Leupold,
Exposition of The Psalms, 1959, pages 190-191

What is this everlasting kingdom that will be ruled by “One of
the line of David?” It is the kingdom of heaven where all believers
will experience the joy of being in the presence of God forever. Here
are verses 4b through 6 from the 21* Psalm:

4b - You gave it to him, length of days forever and ever.

5 - His glory is great through Your salvation, Splendor and majesty You
place upon hin.

6- For You make him most blessed forever; You make him joyful with
Gladness in Y our presence.

So we see that this psalm is not talking about coming into the
presence of God while we are living now on earth. This is about the
joy of having eternal life with God in heaven. Eternal life that only
results from trusting in Jesus as your savior and being born again.

This psalm is not referring to the mystical type of “presence”
Jesus Abways talks about. It is the real presence of God we'll
experience after we die and are taken to our home in heaven. So this
Psalm IS NOT applicable to the New Age concepts of “Joy” nor
“Presence,” nor to any of the devotions in Jesus Abhwvays.
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APPENDIX C
THE OMNIPRESENCE OF GOD

A basic truth about God is that He is everywhere at all times, not
only in the physical universe, but also in the spiritual realm. In
addition, He knows your every thought (He is omniscient). So you
could say God is in your head right now. And that is why God can
correctly judge you on both your actions and your thoughts. God is
literally everywhere.

For example, in Matthew 5:22 Jesus tells us that if we are
unjustly angry with someone (an emotion), that is the same as
murder. In Matthew 5:28 Jesus says that if you look at a woman with
lust (a thought), you have committed adultery with her in your heart.
What goes on in your head, without there ever being a resulting
action, is known to God and can be sinful.

O Lord, You have searched me and known me.

You know when 1 sit down and when 1 rise up;

You understand my thought from afar.

You scrutinize my path and my lying down,

And are intimately acquainted with all my ways.
Even before there is a word on my tongue,

Behold, O Lord, You know it all. — Psalm 139:1-4

God knows your thoughts. He knows when you have been
angry. He knows when you have had lustful thoughts. And He will
judge correctly when you stand before Him after you die. God is
everywhere, you cannot hide from Him physically, nor can you hide
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your thoughts from Him. Everyone experiences this form of the
presence of God. The fact is, you cannot escape from the presence of
God.

Where can I go from Y our Spirit?

Or where can 1 flee from Y our presence?

If I ascend to heaven, You are there;

If I make my bed in Sheol, bebold, You are there.
If I take the wings of the dawn,

If I dwell in the remotest part of the sea,

Even there Your hand will lead me,

And Your right hand will lay hold of me.

If I say, “Surely the darkness will overwhelm me,
And the light around me will be night,”

Even the darkness is not dark to You,

And the night is as bright as the day.

Darkness and light are alike to You. — Psalm 139:7-12

By the way, don't think that if you go to hell you'll be away from
God. God is literally everywhere. While you will be totally separated
from God in hell, God still knows everything that goes on in hell.
Some say that isn't true because Proverbs 15:29 says:

The Lord is far from the wicked, but He hears the prayer of the righteous.
Proverbs 15:29

This Proverb is not talking about being far away from God's
“presence.” It is talking about being separated from the blessings that
result from faith in Jesus Christ as your Savior. Sin separates us from
God. To say someone is wicked, is to say they are living in sin... and
thus they are separated from God. The fate of every unbeliever is to:

...drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is mixed in full strength in
the cup of His anger. And he will be tormented with fire and brimstone in
the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. And the
smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever. They have no rest day and
night. — Revelation 14:10-11
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Notice that this takes place ‘%z the presence of the Lamb.” The Son,
Jesus Christ, is there. He is not there to experience the horrors of
hell. An article on the GotQuestions.org web site has an excellent
description of what God is doing in hell:

God is still there in the midst. He knows what those souls suffer who are
now in hell; e knows their anguish, their cries for respite, their tears and
grief for the eternal state that they find themselves in. He is there in every
way as a perpetual reminder to them of their sin which has created a chasm
from every blessing that might be otherwise granted. He is there in every way,
but He displays no attribute other than His wrath. — What does it mean
that God is omnipresent? (article), GotQuestions.com,

http:/ /www.gotquestions.org/ God-omnipresent.html

Sadly, those who reject God and His way of salvation don’t find rest when
they die. They enter into eternal hell where there’s no peace for the wicked.
That’s a grim, terrible reality, and it’s what the Bible teaches. — Tommy
Clayton, The Truth About Hell,

https:/ /www.gty.org/blog/B110430/ the-truth-about-hell

And, of course, God is present in heaven where He sits on the
throne. Those who are trusting Jesus as their savior will spend
eternity in heaven with God.

And 1 heard a lond voice from the throne, saying, “Bebold, the tabernacle of
God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His
people, and God Himself will be among them, and He will wipe away every
tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no
longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; — Revelation 21:3-4a

God is everywhere. In this sense you cannot come into His
presence and you can’t get out of His presence. You can’t be more in
His presence or less in His presence. God’s omnipresence and
omniscience are characteristics of God that do not change and do
not vary.

When New Agers talk about being in the presence of God, this
is not the type of presence they are referring to.
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APPENDIX D
THE PRESENCE OF GOD IN
THE TEMPLE & TABERNACLE

The Old Testament talks about being in the presence of God in
ways that are not possible today. For example, God “dwelled” in the
tabernacle and temple. To enter either of these was to come into the
presence of God.

God’s glory enters the tent of meeting (tabernacle):
Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled
the tabernacle. — Exodus 40:34

God's glory filled the house of the Lord (Solomon's temple):

It happened that when the priests came from the holy place, the clond filled
the house of the Lord, so that the priests could not stand to minister because
of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord filled the house of the Lord. — 1
Kings 8:10-11

Notice that it is God's glory that fills the tabernacle and the
temple. This is known as the Shekinah glory of God. “Shekinah” is a
Hebrew word that means “settling” or “dwelling.” Scripture never
says that God, nor God's presence, entered either the tabernacle or
the temple. It is His glory that enters. The Tyndale Bible Dictionary
states:

Throughout the period of the Kings, the Shekinab cloud of glory was always
associated with the Ark of the Covenant, in the Holy of Holies, in the
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temple of Solomon, between the Cherubim, over the Mercy Seat. — Tyndale
Bible Dictionary, 2001, page 1072

Although scripture only talks about God’s glory, for the Jews,
entering either the tabernacle or the temple was thought of as coming
into the presence of God, even after God's glory left those buildings
(Ezekiel chapters 8 through 11).

Since we no longer have either the temple or the tabernacle,
entering God's “presence” in this way is not possible.
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APPENDIX E
The Mother Teresa Test

Here is an interesting test that may help determine whether or
not you are a Christian. Mother Teresa was canonized as a saint by
the Catholic Church in 2016. The question is: based on the available
evidence is Mother Teresa in heaven or hell? Please write your
answer here: .

The responses I get to this question typically fall into two
categories:

1. Of course she’s in heaven! She was such a good person.

2. Idon’t know. She did a lot of good things, but...

If your answer is similar to #1, that’s a sign you do not
understand the gospel. A fact every true Christian knows is that,
while good works result from salvation and our love of Christ, they
are not a sign someone is saved.

If your answer was similar to #2, that is a sign you are saved and
understand that you need more information about Mother Teresa. So
here is an important fact about Mother Teresa:

Based on her own words she was a Universalist, believing that

everyone was saved no matter what god they followed. (See the
guotes at the end of this section.)
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What can you conclude based on the above? That it is likely that
Mother Teresa was not a Christian. She was Catholic, but Catholic
and Christian are not synonymous. Her belief in universalism
(everyone goes to heaven) alone identifies her as not being a
Christian.

If you still believe Mother Teresa must have been saved because
of all her good works... that her good works were a sign that she was
a true Christian... then you should be concerned about your salvation.

If you have trouble believing Mother Teresa is not in heaven, in
particular after reading the quotes on the next page, you should be
concerned about your salvation... and my guess is that what I just said
has made you angry. But, the truth is Jesus is the only way. Followers
of Catholicism, Mormonism, Islam, Buddhism, Judaism, or Hinduism
are not in heaven.

Jesus said to him, “1 am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes
to the Father but through Me. — John 14:6

And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under

heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved.” — Acts
4:12

We are saved through Christ alone. That means Hindus,
Muslims and Buddhists are not saved... they are not going to heaven
unless they repent and trust in Jesus Christ alone as their savior.

If you are angry with me, please take some time to think about
what I've said and to read your Bible. Scripture makes it clear that
Jesus is THE ONLY WAY to salvation. Scripture makes it clear we
are all sinners... we have all broken God’s laws.

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God — Romans 3:23

Your good works will not get you to heaven, and Mother
Teresa’s good works did not get her to heaven. The Catholic Church
can’t help you. Buddha can’t help you. Mohammad can’t help you
and neither can Allah. None of the 360 million gods of Hinduism can
help you. Even your sincere faith in anything or anyone other than
Jesus Christ will not help you.
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Mother Teresa Quote: She Believed in Universalism

We never try to convert those who receive [aid from Missionaries of Charity]
to Christianity but in our work we bear witness to the love of God’s presence
and if Catholics, Protestants, Buddhists, or agnostics become for this better
men — simply better — we will be satisfied. It matters to the individual
what church he belongs to. If that individual thinks and believes that this is
the only way to God for her or him, this is the way God comes into their life
— his life. If he does not know any other way and if he has no doubt so
that he does not need to search then this is his way to salvation.” — Mother
Teresa, Life in the Spirit: Reflections, Meditations and Prayers,
Pages 81-82

Mother Teresa Quote: Mystical New Age Practices

We cannot put onrselves directly in the presence of God if we do not practice
internal and external silence. In silence we will find new energy and true
unity. Stlence gives us a new outlook on everything. — Mother Teresa, In

The Heart Of The World, 1997, page 9
Mother Teresa Quote: New Age Universalism

All is God — Buddpists, Hindus, Christians, etc., all have access to the
same God. — 12/4/89 Time Magazine Interview with Edward
Desmond, pp. 11 & 12

Mother Teresa Quote: Her Belief In Universalism

“Uf the individual thinks and believes that bis or her way is the only way to
God, then that is their way of salvation” -- Mother Teresa: The Case
for the Cause, Mark Michael Zima, pages 74-75

Anyone who believes in universalism does not know Jesus
Christ, and Jesus does not know them. Jesus said:

Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of
heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter.
Many will say to Me on that day, 1Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in
Your name, and in Y our name cast out demons, and in Y our name perform
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many miracles?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you,
DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE I.AWITESSNESS. —
Matthew 7:21-23
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APPENDIX F
PSALM 16:11

You will make known to me the path of life;
In Your presence is fullness of joy;
In Your right hand there are pleasures forever. — Psalm 16:11

This verse is referenced many times in Jesus Always. Devotions

that reference this verse include:

January 1 January 26 February 13 February 18
March 1 March 12 March 26 June 22
June 28 July 7 July 11 July 12
October 23 Dec 19 Dec 28 Dec 31

This is another verse frequently used to connect joy to being in

the New Age Presence of Jesus. After all, it seems to plainly say that,
if you are in the presence of Jesus, you will have joy. Does this mean
that Jesus Ahways is right? By coming into the Presence of Jesus, we
will have joy?

Be careful. As you are seeing in these appendices, the way Jesus

Abways defines “Presence” is very different from the way scripture
defines “presence.” (Notice the capitalization difference. That alone
should set off warning alarms.)

Open your Bible to Psalm 16 and read this Psalm. This is a

psalm in which David expresses his trust in God. It is also a
Messianic psalm in which the Messiah delights in the Lord.
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This is one of the Messianic Psalms (Acts 11 25-28, XII 29, 30). In it
the Messiah delights Himself in JEHOV AH, Who is His portion in life
and His deliverer from death. 1t appears to divide into three stanzgas of four,
Sour, and three verses respectively. — W. Graham Scroogie, The Psalms
Volume 1, 1948, page 106.

The section we want to look at in detail are the final three verses.

Therefore my heart is glad and my glory rejoices;

My flesh also will dwell securel.

For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol;

Nor will You allow Your Holy One to undergo decay.
You will make known to me the path of life;

In Your presence is fullness of joy;

In Your right hand there are pleasures forever.

— Psalm 16:9-11

What is David talking about? Dying. He is proclaiming that he
trusts God to not abandon him and allow him to go to hell (Sheol).
Nor will God allow him to just decay in the grave. David is
expressing his confidence in the Messiah and the reality of life after
death.

As with Psalm 26, the word “presence” in this Psalm is used in
the context of being in the presence of God after you die. This is
something all believers will experience, and is not applicable to the
context of Jesus Always — which is talking about the here and now.
Once again scripture has been misused.
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APPENDIX G
THEOPHANIES AND CHRISTOPHANIES

Isaiabh had a vision of God in Isaiah chapter 6 verse 1 and be said, "'I saw
the Lord high and lifted up." ... And you know who that's referring to?
Jesus Christ... Jesus Christ. Lsaiah actually saw Jesus when he saw God on a
throne. He saw a preincarnate Christ. There were occasions in the Old
Testament when the Lord appeared in a physical form prior to His
incarnation. These are called theophanies, appearances of God, or
Christophanies, appearances of Christ. — John MacArthur,
Confrontation in Eden, http://tinyutl.com/hjex29u

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of
the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the
Lord God among the trees of the garden. — Genesis 3:8

Adam and Eve experienced the first theophany when they heard
God walking in the garden. A theophany can take various forms such
as that of a living being, sounds, clouds, or fire.

e In Genesis 12:7-9 the Lord appeared to Abraham after he
entered the land of Canaan and promised that He would give

that land to the descendants of Abraham.

e In Genesis 32:24-31 Jacob wrestled with someone who
appeared to be a man, but was actually God.
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e In Exodus 3:2 thru 4:17 — God appeared to Moses in a
burning bush. Moses has a conversation with God in which
God lays out what He wants Moses to do.

e Exodus includes a theophany in which God appears as a
pillar of cloud during the day and a pillar of fire at night. For
example:

The Lord was going before them in a pillar of clond by day to lead then on
the way, and in a pillar of fire by night to give them light, that they might
travel by day and by night. — Exodus 13:21

What was the purpose of such a powerful visible sign of God's
presence? We get the answer in chapter 33. While Moses is on the
Mountain speaking with God, the people, lead by Aaron, make a
golden calf and worship this idol. As a result God becomes very
angry with them and says:

I will send an angel before you and 1 will drive out the Canaanite, the
Amorite, the Hittite, the Perizzite, the Hivite and the Jebusite. Go up to a
land flowing with milk and honey; for I will not go up in your midst,
becanse you are an obstinate people, and 1 might destroy you on the way. —
Exodus 33:2-3

God says He will no longer be leading them, but instead an angel
will go before them. Notice they still have God's promise that they
will be lead and that He will give them the land He has promised to
them. What have they lost? The presence of God leading them. A
few verses later Moses pleads with the Lord:

Then he [Moses| said to Him, “If Your presence does not go with us, do
not lead us up from here. For how then can it be known that I have found
Savor in Your sight, I and Y our people? Is it not by Y our going with us, so
that we, I and Y our people, may be distinguished from all the other people
who are upon the face of the earth?” — Exodus 33:15-16

The purpose of the pillar of fire and the cloud was to distinguish
Israel as God's chosen people. They were unique and separate from
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all of the other people in the world. Having an angel lead them does
not distinguish them as God’s chosen people.

Then Moses said to the Lord, “See, You say to me, ‘Bring up this pegple!’
But You Yourself have not let me know whom Y on will send with me.
Moreover, You have said, ‘I have known you by name, and youn have also
Sfound favor in My sight.” Now therefore, I pray You, if I have found favor
in Your sight, let me know Your ways that I may know You, so that I may
find favor in Your sight. — Exodus 33:12-13

The angel of God, who had been going before the camp of Israel, moved and
went bebind them, and the pillar of clond moved from before them and stood
bebind them. So it came between the camp of Egypt and the camp of Israel;
and there was the clond along with the darkness, yet it gave light at night.
Thus the one did not come near the other all night. — Exodus 14:19-20

This brings out another term sometimes associated with a
theophany and the presence of God in the Old Testament, “angel of
God” (or angel of the Lord). The word “angel” translates as
“messenger” so this is a messenger of God. At times this term refers
to an angel, but at other times it refers to the Son. The Tyndale Bible
Dictionary states:

In certain texts, it seems impossible to distinguish between the angel of the
Lord and the Lord himself (Gn 16:7-13; 21:17; 22:11-18; 24:7, 40;
31:11-13; 48:16; Ex 3:2-10; Jgs 6:12-14) - Tyndale Bible
Dictionary, 2001, page 46

Theophanies and Christophanies are a means God used to
communicate with His people during Old Testament times. We now
have the fullness of scripture and it is no longer necessary for God to
communicate using theophanies. That means, although He can do
whatever He desires, there is no reason for God to use a theophany
in our time.

In addition, as you can see from the description of theophanies,
Jesus Always is not talking about theophanies when it talks about
Presence.
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APPENDIX G: THEOPHANIES AND CHRISTOPHANIES

APPENDIX H
1 TIMOTHY 5:21

A number of verses in 1% and 2™ Timothy refer to the presence
of God and Christ Jesus. Is this the type of “Presence” Jesus Always is
talking about?

I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of His
chosen angels, to maintain these principles withont bias, doing nothing in a
spirit of partiality. — 1 Timothy 5:21

I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ
Jesus, who testified the good confession before Pontius Pilate, -- 1 Timothy
6:13

I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to
Judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: -- 2
Timothy 4:1

These verses refer to the omniscience of God. This is what John
MacArthur writes in his commentary of 1% Timothy:

Paul reminds Timothy that God the Father, Christ Jesus, and the chosen
angels are watching. They are the ones to fear, not the reactions of men. All
heaven is concerned with the purity of the church. The church that tolerates
sinning elders to protect its reputation on earth will lose its reputation in
heaven. — John MacArthur, New Testament Commentary, 1%
Timothy, 1995, page 223
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Wherever we are and whatever we do, God is a witness. If what
Paul is telling Timothy to do is not in accordance with God's will,
God will know it, and Paul will have to answer to God.

This is not the type of “Presence” continually referred to in Jesus
Abways. None of these verses provide support for the New Age idea
of the Presence of god.
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APPENDIX T
SEEKING GOD’S FACE

Another Old Testament term that is related to the presence of
God is “God's face.”

In the Old Testament “presence” is used to represent the Hebrew word for
“face.” - Tyndale Bible Dictionary, 2001, page 1072

Since seeking God's face in the Old Testament means the same
thing as “seeking God's presence,” we need to look at how this
phrase is used in scripture.

So Jacob named the place Peniel, for he said, “I have seen God face to face,
_yet my life has been preserved.” — Genesis 32:30

In this example we are reading about a theophany. Jacob was
physically wrestling with God. However, God is spirit (John 4:24)
and you cannot physically wrestle with a spirit. Jacob had experienced
a theophany, a manifestation of God that is perceptible to human
senses.

Psalm 24 speaks about going to a holy place to pray and seek the
face of God... meaning to seek His presence. This sums up Old
Testament temple worship. I talked about God's presence in the
temple in Appendix D. Here’s the relevant part Psalm 24.

Who may ascend into the bill of the Iord?
Or who may stand in His holy place?
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He who has clean hands and a pure heart,

Who has not lifted up bis soul to an ido,

Nor sworn deceitfully.

He shall receive blessing from the 1ord,

And righteousness from the God of his salvation.
This is |acob, the generation of those who seek Him,
Who seek Y our face. — Psalm 24:3-6

Another way the term “God's face” is used is when scriptutre
describes God's face as shining on someone. What does that mean?

Make Your face to shine upon Y our servant;

Save me in Your lovingkindness. — Psalm 31:16

For they did not gain possession of the land by their own sword,

Nor did their own arm save theny;

But it was Your right hand, Your arm, and the light of Y our countenance
[face],

Because You favored them. — Psalm 44:3 (NKJV)

When God hides His face, it means He is withholding His
blessings... withholding His grace. When His face shines upon
someone that is saying that they are the object of God's blessings:

And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: “Speak to Aaron and his sons,
saying, ‘This is the way you shall bless the children of Israel. Say to them:
The Lord bless you and keep you;

The Lord make His face shine upon you,

And be gracious to you;

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you,

And give you peace.”” -- Numbers 6:22-26

Restore us, O God;

Cause Your face to shine,

And we shall be saved! — Psalm 80:3,7 & 19

To seck God's face means to seek His presence. Why do we
need to seek His face? John Piper writes:

His face — the brightness of his personal character — is hidden behind the
curtain of our carnal desires. This condition is always ready to overtake us.
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That is why we are told to “seek bis presence continually.” God calls us to
enjoy continual consciousness of bis supreme greatness and beauty and worth.

But what does that mean practically? Both the Old and New Testaments
say it is a ‘Setting of the mind and heart” on God. It is the conscions fixing
or focusing of our mind’s attention and our heart’s affection on God.

“Now set your mind and heart to seek the Lord your God.”
(1 Chronicles 22:19)

“If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your
minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth.”
(Colossians 3:1-2) -

This setting of the mind is the opposite of mental coasting. 1t is a
conscions choice to direct the heart toward God. - John Piper,
What Does It Mean To Seek the Lord?,
http://tinyutl.com/gubbh5y

Notice that the Biblical way to seek God's face is exactly the

opposite of the New Age/Jesus Always approach, which could be
summarized as “mental coasting.” In Jesus Always we are constantly
told to be quiet, whisper His name, be in the present, and calm our
thoughts. These are New Age practices designed to silence your
thoughts and empty your mind. It opens your mind for demons to
speak to you. What does scripture say? To fill our minds! To put our
thoughts on God. To place our affection on God. To constantly fill
our thoughts with scripture and focus all you have on God.

RUN! Run from the unbiblical and New Age teachings of

Jesus Always!
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